ETATTEAOZ XPYZIOZ

OI BYZANTINEZ PIZEZ THZ «METAAHZ IAEAZ»

‘O mavnyvetxdg Aéyog Tob Exprvnoe 6 xabnynTig Arovisrog Zaxulnvog
70 1942 670 Mavemiothpio ’Abnvidv 619 yrooth yia Thv 25 Maotiov elye tov
zitho « H Bulavrivy 18€a xat ) ENnvind) Enavastaciont. Bulavrivh 18éa dvépa-
oe 6 OpLAnTNHG THY Aeyopevy Meydhy *I18éa xat Siwatordynoe wiv dvopactio od-
n otnorlbpevog 671 Sramictwaon St Meydhn *18€a, mod ouyxivoloe xal gu-
vetlye Tovg "EdNmveg xata 1) Sidoxers tH¢ dovhelag®, d&v yewwnOnxe pe thy
e the T1odne amd Tobg Todproug 6 1453, d¢ Spape yid v dmerevféow-
o THe Bactiedovoag xal thy avachetocy Tig EMNVIXTE adToxpaToplg T
Boerbgov, dMha ftav aoyatdreor xal elye mooéhevoy Pulavrivip. Tha v -
nupkn 1h¢ 1déac H8n oty Emoyd) Tdv Mahatordywy & Zaxvhnyvog napaméume:
até &pbpo 7ol LK. Boytarlidou «‘H doyh »ot 7 EEENE g T¥¢ peyddng tdéagnd,

1. Ilpwrodnposicitnxe oti) Néa ‘Eoria, vebyoc 429 (1945) 225-229. B, tehevtale
Ex800m Wt mepLoadrepes onuetdoEls aTdY cOppel.To TORO Tob suyypagéa put titho Merafu-
larrwa xal Néa "EAAMpvixa, *Abvva 1978, o. 447-463.

2. T ™ Aeybpevny Meyddn *T8éa ) BiPreoypapla elvor Extevie. "Evletntivng BA. Tlat-
hov Kaporldov, Zvyyoovn ‘lovopla tdw ‘Elljvwy xal v lowndv Aaww tijs ' Araroliic
(1821-1921), AOfve 1927, 7. 1, 6. 323-29. - Edouard Driault, La Grande Idée, La
Renaissance del’ Hellénisme, Paris 1920. - John Anthony Petropulos, Politics and
Statecraft in the Kingdom of Greece (1833-1843), Princeton 1968, c. 345 é%. -
Kovetavrtivow Bafovoxon, ‘H Meydin *Iééa &z 10éa xai bz moaypatixérns, Oecoolo-
vlxn 1970. - Theodore George Tatsios, The Megali Idea and the Greek-Turkish War
of 1897: The Impact of the Cretan Problem on Greek Irredentism, Columbia Uni-
versity Diss. 1973.

3. Tov Gpo Bulavtivy i8éa dmodéyetat srwmmpd ral ypnotporotel & A. L. Bpavodoryg,
Priyag Bedeotwvdijs, * ABfva 21963, 6.143 xal 4200, T3 yéveoy Tiig Meydhng "18é0g atdv 1y’
alova 6ta mraioa pdg véoag i8coroyixg Tadv Bulavtivay, ol dvopdlet «Bulavtive matptm-
Tiopd», tomoletel xai #) Hélene Ahrweiler, L’idéologie politique de I’empire byzan-
tin, Paris 1975, 0. 110 &, "Eppeca xol and & deetnele dvagépetar oty Pulavrivy
npoéievan thig Meydhng 'I8éxg xat 6 Herbert Hunger, «State and Society in Byzan-
tium», Proceedings of the Royal Irish Academy 82, 8(1982) 197-209, idwxitepa o.
198.

4. ’L. K. Boytatlldov, « H dpyh) xat 7 EEEMELg thig Meyding "18éae», atd ‘HuegoAdyro
tijc MeydAns ‘ElAddog, 'AO7von 1923, 6. 161-171. B). 7ol idlov, «La Grande Idée»,
otdv L’ Hellénisme Contemporain, 3ebrepy oeipe, 7 (1953) 279-287,
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émov évromiletar xal ELaloetar v dmbomacpa dmd Aéyo Tob Miyaih H’ I«-
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Atorbyov, mob Srachler 6 Tempyroc Moyupéondd, ad dmolo Bplonoupe Hha o
Baona potiPa i Meyddng 'I8éug, Smwg adth 0& dvamtuyBel ota ypbvia g
Tovproxpatiag: «Oidavte, &vdpec Pacihelag Smixoor Tic ‘Popaiwv..., Enwc
mahar, 70U Belov unvicavrog dvéporg EEdatare olov Toig "Itatois Edabnoay
e Tatpidog ol Nuérepor modyovor, xal G¢ el aTevdy Ta Tig Exetvav doyTic
®aTVTRESAY.. . dAM Beol Oéhovrog, %) wihhov Tapaywoobvrog, xat’ elompatiy
TGV elg Exelvov mAnupehnuatoy, adtie Goavel twog xapdlag THe matpiSoc
raBobomng, cuverevipwlnoay mavta. xol ta utv *Irodot, va e Iépoar [=Tobp-
%ot ], Bobhyapol te xoi TptBarhol [=2épBoL] xal mdvreg &Mwg Srepestoayv-
7o. Ta pév odv &M widg ol alfig avelwnbnoay, xal ve dvalwolvrar xata
ixpoy EAcolvrog maAy Tob Oetov, Ti yp7) xal Aéyey; mARY &I’ 008y TobTwy
Hv dopaddc Eyey Aetmolong Tig Pactatdogn®.

‘O Zaxvbnvog évioydel Thy &rodm yra o Pulavrivi mpoéheven Tig 18éag
we avapopa 670 Emog Tol Avyevd CAxpita xal 6 &Aheg myyés, Emou paiveTar
&7t Loloe Srapnddc 70 Spapa va Eavayiver 6 Edppatye Bulavtivo cdvopo atiy
> AvatornB.

‘H &modm tob Nésropog tHic ENNqvixTic ioTopinii émomung, Smwe fray
Suvatdv va avantuy0el 6t TAatcta Evog TavnyLp Lol Adyov, elvat EviehGg £b-
otoyn. Ot ypappés mwod dxorovBolyv Ba deibouv, Enwe mortedw, &t §d% dnd
Tov mpdTo alwve T7¢ LwTic TTic Bulavtivig adToxpatoptag Omhoye adtd mob 6
Zaxvhnvdc dvépace Bulavrivy idéa.

IMa mpotn poga Belorovpe thvy i8¢ax adth tov Alyousto 7ob 363! TH
ypovia éxeivy 6 adtoxpatopag loviiavoe elye éxotpatedoe: xata &y [lepadv.
Evé ©6 éxotpateutind cdpa Boroxdtay Paberd péon 6t mepoind Edagoc,
6 ’Tovhiavdg Tpavpatichgne xal wébave. ‘O duadoyds Touv 6 "ToPravég xal 6
6TpaTdg oL TOY dvaydoeuse ywoig xabuotépnon, PBeébnxav ot detviy Béon xal
avayrasOnray va dexBoly Todg Bpoug mob mpbteve 6 Pacthiag t&v Ilepody,

1. BA. ropa George Pachyméres, Relations historiques, II 30, #x8. Albert Failler,
7. 1, Paris 1984, . 209, 15-211, 4.

2. Td ywplo mapabétet adtodoro 6 Boyiatlidng, «La Grande Idée», o. 282, Mera
MEn xatnvTiizecay 6 Boywtlidng mapadelwer pra mpdracy mpopavig yrati Thyv fewpel & -
oxety; pt 0 Bépa tou. ‘H mpéracy Spwg adty; elvar ISraltepga onpavriy yia v iotopiny
npoortTind) The L8&xg: Kai maged ta mndAar, 6te 1j vy ‘Pouaiwy doyxh) moos éw uév Edgedry
xal Tiyoide, moos dvow 06 Lixeldiq xatl tois mpdow IovAeias wollero, Aibionag & elye mpog
vérov xai 190z fogodv Ta apoodxtia dpinut taira. Ta modard odvopa T¥ig adtoxpatoplag
v Hrav Suvatd va EvtoayBolv otd moliTind Tobdypappa Tol Miganh ol Etowpwaldroy va prel
Bprapfevtic oy dmerevbBepopévn Kavetavtivodmorn. Elvat dotdoo dvdextixnd 81u ta
abvopa abtd cuveytlouv va dvixouy oy LoTopixd mpoonTixy T@v Bufavtividy tov 1y’ aldve.
T v lotopued ouvdepeia Tob Adyou BA. Deno John Geanakoplos, Emperor Michael
Paleologus and the West, Cambridge, Massachusetts 1959, o. 120.

3. "Omnov mapandve, o. 459 &E.
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Tanap B', mpoxetuévou va tolg Emitpéder va émiatpéouy avevbyinTot 6TO ad-
Toxpatoptnd Edapog: va Exywencovy atobs ITépoeg 14 Bopetoavatorxy Meco-
motapie p pepindc moAELg Xal XAGTPA Xl XVPLWG THY TpwTedovon THg Tepto-
~ 5 4 A} 8' ¥ ~_.\ [ 0 ’ o~ b ~ 1
¥7¢, ™) Niotfyn, mob dxata elye 0 @Nun Tob wpopaywve Ti¢ *AvaToATcl.
[Maodro wod f meptoym adTY elye mpocaptnlel otiv adToxpaTopia LoALE
\ I \ 6 o 4 Y ¢ 6 / b L. o~ 363 '0 \ - A

7ol &md 65 ypbvia xal ) cuvbnxy elpfivg Tod cuvoporoyninxe va toydoet
wévo yi& TotavTa Ypovie, 6 88 TANBLGWES TG ViTay GyeddV 6T GUVOAS Tou Gu-
obopwvog, N éxywpnon t7i¢ Nicifng mpoxakese Tpopept aiclnon orodg avbpd-
7oug THG Emoy g, V& 6 AmoMy s TYG Epeive loyupdTatog €l ToAhovg aldveg.

e I{ ’ 7 9 4 . — ¢ 3 ? ~ [4 » — é 0 <
ouvBnxy Bcwpnlnxe énatoyuvn, 7 Exywpnoy tHe NioBne xatayyéNdnxe g
npodoata. Tpelg xpatixol dEtwpatobyot, mob elyav dxorovdfost 16 ExoTpatev-

by ~ A} ! \ ’ vy k] Y N 4 ~ 4 ?

Tixd c@dpa othyv [lepotia xai Bpioxoviav Ew &nd ta Tetyy %6 NiotBrng, drav
6 véog TépoTiG SLon TG THE TOANG &vARTNGE TNV TEPGxT) ot 6TV axpd-
TONY) TNG, EGTIEVGAY VO LEAETAGOLY TNV LoTopla THg adToxpaTOplag Xal &Td Y w-
ptaTolg Spdpoug Eptacay 670 18to loTopind cupmépacua: otk 1118 ypévia and
v {8pusy Tob popaixod xpdtoug, ab urbe condita, 8¢v elye cupPel motd va
&TTOGVPEL 1) ADTOXPATOPLA T& GUVEPE TNG 6.Td pia Teptoy T xal va avey et 4 me-

e -\ 3 \ A \ 5 J 4 2 et 3 ¢ ’ "'_ z ’
ptoym adTy va meproe: ot Eéva yépra, Ot EBvixol loTopixot, pnTopeg xal QLAG-
GOQOL GTLEVBOLY V& POPTLIGOUY TO AVIHOUGTO ADTO YEYOVOG GTOV Gvixavo, 6Twg
loyvptlovtat, Sixdoyo 7ol "lovAtavold, ol Hrav yptotiavds®. Ot ypLoTiavol t-
oToptxol %ol ypovoyoapor, ol Dcohdyor xatl woinTEe xatryopolv TOV ‘Touhtavd
Y& TV ddtxatorby Ty éxotpateta oty [lepoto xal yid Tig oTpaTNYIXES TOL E-
mihoyég, ol elyav G guvéneia 6 Stadoydg Tou va Hroypewlet va cuvadet THY
¢matoyuvty oubnxnt. "Evac dnd tobg xatoixovg 7 NiciBrng, mwod xat’ é-
pappoynv TéHV Bpwv ThH cuvlnurg Eyxatéhetday THY TOAY Toug xal THEAY TOV
dpbuo T mpocuyLis, Atav 6 *Egpaiy 6 Tipog, 6 pweydhog duvoypopog, wod

1. ’Avadwtixa yia 7% ouvlixn 7ol 363 BA. Evangelos Chrysos, «Some Aspects of
Roman-Persian Legal Relations», Kinpovopéa 8 (1976) 25 &E.

2. Elvat of d&rwpxtobyor Festus xal Ebtpémiog, mod ypapouv Breviaria ab urbe con-
dita, »al 6 *Appravde Mapxediivog ol ypdeet thyv ‘Iortopla Tou elxoot ypbvia dpybrepn, el-
7€ Spog axorovdiozt tHv "Tovkiavd ativ éxatpatela Tob 363 xal émopévrrg Hrav adtémrng
pxptupas. ‘Inatd ypbvia dpydrepa O xbver 1o t8to xal & {oTopinde Zmaorpog, mod dvthel
TO o7ETINd VALY &nd Tov Edvarnto, )

3. "Extdg dnd todg lotopixodg ol dvagépovrut 6ty mpogyolpevy vrosnuelmon, oThy
zathyopin bty dvnzet xat & AtPdviog. Tig &nddetg Tov dmodéylnxe val § supmatpLdTNG TOL
Lwavvng 6 *Avtioyeds, Omog dpybrepa xal 10 Ackind tig Loldug oo Mjppa "Tofravée.

b. Triv opddu adth dvirouv 6 Tpnydprtog 6 Oezordyog, 6 *Iwdvwng 6 Xpuabatopog,
4 Pougivog, 6 ‘Tepdvupog, 6 Adyoustivog, & *Opddsrog, ol éxxdnaraatizol loTopixnol L=
#p%tne, wlopevds, Ocodmpnroc xol Pirootdpytog, & ypovoypdpog 'Twdvwne Mardrag,
7od TOV droloubet xatd MEn oxedov 1o ITaoydiio Xpovixd, 6 Ocopdvng, é T'eddpyroq Mova-
166, 6 Zavapdg xal & Nuengbpog Kériatog Eavibmovrog.
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vatéypade ot ExxhnclaaTinods Buvovs Td cuvaiehipata TEY TEOGPUYHY Kl
mpoomadyae va Eppnvedae: Bzodoyina thy adéunn cvppopdt. Triv  AptSea nal
oty "Edeaoa, §mov xuplag dpyavdOnxay mobyeioot xataviiouol yi& Todg wpd-
opuyes ¢ NiotBng, &pyroav va petpolv t& ypbvia xai v& mepiuévouy mhTe,
«pé yoovia ué xarpoten, Ba tolg dflwve 6 Bedg va EmavérBouy oty maTpidu
Toug. T Bpapa adtd omyprlétav oty nemoibnoy 471 mapd T Exydenoh e
N Nic:Byn fray xat wapépeve ik méhy tig ypromiavinic adtoxpatoplag wod &-
Suxa xataxpxtobony of &miaTor yeltoveds,

"Olot ol oMol cuyypagei mob Eypaday yia To mabnua t¥e NiciBrg, dve-
ExpmnTa dmd Tig {dcohoyixdg dmoypdiaeic xal Taaeig TGV Eoywy TOUG, GULPK-
volv 61t 76 £Tog 363 amoTeAET THY doyw TOU TéAoug THe adToxpaToptadd.

Ot duonorieg mov dvTineTddmLoE T adToxpaTopte GTR EMOPEVR TEVAVTR Y b~
via, ESeryvay va émiBeBardivouy T iaToptnd) a0 xal Ty EoyaTohoyind) Epunvela
The Teaywdiag ToT 363. Lta ypovie adTa PapPasor eloéBallayv otiy Eminsdrera
&mo 6Aeg Tig xatevBivoeig oty " Avatory xal 67 Ador, xatéoTpepay Tig ERap-
yieg xal éyxabloravro 610 adroxpartopind Edapog. “Otav éncoe ota yépra TGV
BapBapwy 7 {81 ) Pauy 16 410, dvezpdmy ) mohitind) adtocuverdnoia Tav dv-
Boormwv mwou elyav évtedddg mioTéder oIV 18€x STt N adToxpaTopla ToUG HToy
aldviag drapxeiag ( Roma aeterna), Smewg elyav sppunvenlet of makiol ypnouol
xal ol wpo@nTEleg THg EAAYVopLUinTic, AARG xal THE EBpainTc oy xidTnTac.
‘H adroxpatopio 8&v Hrav Aotmdv dxatadvty! ‘H dvixavémyra th¢ Hyeotag xal
N 70w mapadvon Tiig xowvwving elyav émpéper Ty mapaxuy. ‘O ‘Tepdivupoc,
povayde oty Ilahatotivy, dvapwvel 571 ¥ adtoxgotopla xatéppenoe (impe-
rium Romanum periit!), pia Expoasy mob Ok amhwlet 6 SAGxAnen v ad-
coxpatopla xal O umetl 676 otédpa GAwVE. ‘H xatdppevon wmopel va avaoye-
Bet pévov &v Ppebel cdoePne xatl ixavy Nyeota xal &v cuvtehesBet %) 7,01 dvép-
Bwon Tédv ToAtTEHY oL O EEeupevice: Tov Oed yid va mavoer va Soxipdler TOV

1. BA. xuplwg Tobg Suvoug tou yia v NlowBy (Carmina Nisibena) xai «Kata T0d
*Tovhtavob», wob 2E£dwae 6 Eduard Beck 616 npmtétuno xat of yeppaviny petdppasy om)
oewpa Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientalium, Scrip tores Syri, Louvain 1957-

2. Tuptorde xai dpafinds mnyds entuévouy 81t §) Exywpnom tig NiotBrg 3&v ftav 6ptoTie
x¥ xoel dpetaxdnTy xat 811 Enpene va EmoTpagel dYémoTe 6THv adtoxpartopla. ThHv oty yo-
plo 7@V Tyydv adTdv dvixouv of suptaxds Xpovixd tob *Incob, Xpovixd tob *Tovkiavod, Mi-
xahA 6 Lopog, Avdvupo Xoovind Tod 1234 xal of "Apafec Tabari xal Firdausi. BA. )
aYETIXY) Gvalucy 6TT) peAETy pov Tob pvrovedeTat Tapanavw, o. 195 onu. 1.

3. BA. &vdeixtina ta oyxdha vtob Frangois Paschoud otiv xpitind) Exdoon tob
Zwolpov, . 3, Paris 1979, o. 228.

4. B\ &vdeixtixa Frangois Paschoud, Roma aeterna. Etudes sur le patriotisme
Romain dans I’ occidentlatin a I’ époque des grandes invasions, Neuchatel 1967.

5. Hieronymus, éris=s. 132: quid salvum est, si Roma perit! Jordanes, Romana
845 xal Getica 243, Marcellinus comes 475. "Orav 6ha Selyvouv 87t ) mohutela (civitas
terrena) xavappéet, § Adyovorivog dvalntel xatagdyto omiv civitas Dei ywplc Spwg va
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2aé Tovl. “Exct of ¥vBpwmor dpyilouv va oy pé 7o dpapa T3¢ N0xTg dvayév-
vong mov Ba oéget Thy molTind) dnoxatdetacy. ‘O povayds TaBfag Eoyetor,
yopw 676 510, 67ov adToxgdtose *Avacrtdsto oty Kwvetavrivedmohy yia va
ot petakl M@y xal olxovoptnd évigyuem yia TO povaatiet Tov. “Av pig
BorbBiceig, Méyer yra va meloe: Tov *Avactdoto, O detfzig &t eloat edoePig
xal lowg 6 Bedg ot akrdoer va EhevBepiioeig Tig yapéveg émapylec?.

To wnpuypa adtod anodyertar otig yopéveg Emapyteg mob Lolv Hmd BapPaptnd
watoyn). Idrmitesa otig Erapyies THg Péperog  AppirFic, mol Loy Hmd v dve-
2T Tugawvin OV doetavdy Bavddlwy dxodyovrar cuyve puvic yid dneievfé-
pwoY, via MWTpwsr. I'pw 676 530 xinpinol €pyovtar 67ov Tovetiviavd xol T~
Tobv T Enépfaci) Tov yia thv drehevBépwon the T AppitxFied. TEEdAov 6 ouy-
®ANTx06 %ol pidoopog Bonltog mod xatadikaletat athv yorloxpatodpevy P -
wn 70 522 yix suvepotixés Enagpic pé v Kovetavrivodmody, otdv mebhoyo
700 Epyou Tou YL& TH @Lhocopla, ol Eypade ot puiaxy wplv Bavatwlel, dro-
%o hOTTEL §TL TO xplpa Tov Hrav §7t elye dpapatiotel THv éhevbepial,

‘0 ’loveriviavdg mavyybptle yepdrog ixavonoinoy yra thy éheubeplo mobd
elye péger otlg dvaxtruéveg Enapyles ot Adord xt’ &rav 6t Televtala TOU

Tauoel va EvBtapépeTal yiad Thy TOyY Tig adroxpatoplag. BA. 16 &0po 7ol Johannes
Straub, «Augustins Sorge um die Regeneratio Imperii. Das Imperium Romanum
als civitas terrena» otdv odpuexto tépo 10b Vdtov, Regeneratio Imperii, Darmstadt
1972, o.271-295.

1. Walter Kaegi, Byzantium and the Decline of Rome, Princeton 1968.

2. Iliorebw Ote dép T@v névre Todrwy Geapéotwy gov mpdéewy npoatifnaw & Oeds
)] Suctépq Paocideiq’ Apoixijy te xai ' Pduny xai 1y Aowiy ndoay *Ovwelov faciiclay, 7jv-
nep dnwireoay ol npofefaaidevxdres tijs Suetépas navevaefois yainvdinrog... Kyrillos von
Skythopolis, £x3. Eduard Schwartz, Leipzig 1939, o. 175, 19-23. Tév adroxpdrope
"Ovdpro Tdv ouvbdeve ¥ xatqyopla 8ti dmd dPedtnpia elye Emitpéder oTodg BapBdpoug

v ratarifovy moddds Enapyles the Abang (Tranla, Fadatleg, Bpetavvia x.Aw. ).

3. Iporonion, ‘Yrép tvdr IMoléuwy 111 10, 18-20: “Bvag éntoxonog &nionéobnxe Tov
adToxpatopx xxi énetdl) avt® Evvéulev, EAeyey of Tov Osdv &ntoxijpar Bvap yevéabar te g
Paoiiéa xai adrov airidgaclac Gt 61) Xotoriavods tovs év Afdy ddeobar éx Tvpdvrwy Sno-
debduevos elra Abyw oddevi xatwpodnoe «xaitow abrogr Epn «ol moAeuodvre EvAijyouar
Afons e xupeov Bijooparn. "Efddouv & t8tog & IMTpoudmiog ypdeer &tt 4 Bpetawvlo ¥-
nece oTig dpyts 100 € aldva otd yépla Tvpdwav xal mapatnpel pd alobntd mwucplx
ote Boerraviav pévror Pwpaior dvacdoacbar odxéte Eoyov: ‘Ynép vy IToAéuwy 111
3,38.

4, Libertatem arguor sperasse Romanam, Anicii Manlii Severini Boethii, Philo-
sophtae Consolatio 1 4, 20-36. ITpB). E. K.Chrysos, «DieAmaler-Herrschaft in Ita-
lien und das Imperium Romanum» Byzantion 51 (1981) 449.

5. BA m.y. thv Constitutio Aédwxev T 16-12-533. ITpRA. B. Rubin, Das Zeitalter
Tustinians, Berlin 1960, o. 156, &mou boréoo td pévog Tol suyypapéa évavtiov 100 abro-
7oaope "lovativiavol &v 1ol Emitpémer va St dvrixetpevind T mepteyduevo 1ol vépou. ‘O

Pulavivog dimhwpdrng Ilérpog Ilatpixiog otlg Srampayuaredoetg Tou e Tdv datpoybrla
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xPOVLo paiveTar Tiag xovpdoTNXE B Eyive copdtepos( ) xal y'adTd mposmabol-
"oz va émadoet Ta mpoPAfuate, wob dvripetdnile 6T advopa, EEayopdlovrog
Ty rhetpnyind) tdbeom Tév BapPBapwy, ol cuvepydtes Tou, axdun xul 6 Stddo-
- %66 Tou Tovotiveg, TOV xatyYbpnoay yrati Eyxatéhere Thv wévny dpby moAt-
TIKY), TTOL ATV XOT& TV Yvoun Toug 1 duvauwn &nalney tév énnludwvl.
Zrny P wopadoon xveitar xai 6 ‘Hpdxkerog pe tic vixnedpeg éxatpa-
teleg Tou xota 16V [lepadv, yra tig dmoteg xepdilet Tov #marvo tol [ewpylou
IMiotdy, L1 dvéndaoe tic watantnuéveg énopyled®
Adty 7 Bulavtivy) 18¢a mpospéoetar xal ¢ adTovénTy I8cohoyin ndhuyy,
v ToLG EmLTuyEls dY@veg TRV WweToyevésTEpwY adToxpatbpwy, iStattepn TOV
“déxato aldve, Hrav 6 Nuiknedpog Dunde, 6 ' Twdvvne Totptoxic xal 6 Baoile:-
og B” avaxtoly mwoAkég &mo tic dmd aldvee yapéveg émupyiec. Of médepol toug
dreEdyovtor UTd T Bpapo TOL oTaVPOT, BewpobvTar puaixna Sixator, gubun xol
“iepol. Elvat Bulavtivéc aTompopopleg Lo v GvaTpomel ik TOATIXNG TPYWLO~
TikbTnTo, pE THY 6moto of Pulavrivol ideodoyixa d&v Fitay Srarebeipévor va
ouuPLBacBolvd mapbho mod N moaypaTkdTrTE adTY RHTov xoToyupwwévy e
dtelbveic supufdoeig oL Toyvay éni aldvect,

Baowa t7g ' Trarlag Ocudaro Stexdlxnoe yix hoyaplasud 1ol adroxpdtopa ‘Tovstiviavod 7o
Suralwpa va dvaxtioer Tig ydpes mob Tob dviinay «bvwbev»., BA. Ilpoxoniov, ‘Ynég taw
IToAéuwy 111 6, 10.

1. ’Ayablov Zyohaotixod, ‘forogiy V 14,1: ‘O yag Pacilevs éneidy) modrepov
*Iraliav Edunacay éxeodiaaro xal Afiny xal Tovc pueylorovs éxelvovs moAéuovs duppvoe
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ABSTRACT

THE BYZANTINE ROOTS OF THE «MEGALI IDEA»

by
Evangelos Chrysos

It has been pointed out that the so-called Megali Idea, the expecta-
tion of the Greeks during the Turkish rule, which in the 19th century was
articulated as a political programme, that one day the tyrannical sway
would be overthrown and the Christian empire restored again, was not
born after the fall of Constantinople in 1453 but existed already in By-
zantium. Thus, D. Zakythenos has called the Megali Idea a Byzan-

tine idea.
In this paper I argue that the roots of this idea go back as far

as the fourth century A.D.

In A.D. 363 emperor Jovian was obliged to cede to the Persians the
city of Nisibis with a part of Mesopotamia. The ideological elaboration
on this fact among the contemporary authors, Christians and pagans, and
the disillusion it created shows that for the first time the Romans were
confronted with the fact that a part of their territory might be lost
to the enemies. The difficulty to accept the fait accompli gave birth to
the hope that some day the Nisibians, who were forced to leave their city
would be allowed to return home.

Whenever the empire lost some territory in later times even through
formal treaties the idea prevailed that the cession was provisional, the re-
storation of the empire, the regeneratio imperii, was only a matter of time.
In the frame of this concept the war to reoccupy lost territories, the
reconquista, was appreciated as the most noble duty of the Byzan-
tine emperor. This is how emperors like Justinian, Heracleios, Nicepho-
ros Phocas, John Tsimiskis and Basil II understood their «wars of resto-
ration». The Comnenes expected that as a matter of course the crus-
saders would offer them the lands they won from the Arabs.

The restoration of the empire to its former frontiers was conceiv-
ed as a return to the original state of affairs, which had tempor-

arily been disturbed.
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