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CHAPTER 12

‘It Is FAIR TO ASK FOR THE

’
IMPROVEMENT OF THEI.I.{ FAT.E |
The Demands, Mobilization and Political Orientation

of the Press Workers and Printers of Patras,
1900-1940

Astmakis Palaiologos

Gutenberg’s invention of the printing press in the fifteenth century
created a new professional specialization, the printer. Printing consti-
tutes a unique professional case: after centuries of massive, industrial-
ized production, it is still considered by the vast majority of printers to
be an ‘art’.

This stance is also found among academics who work on this profes-

sional field, for whom printers and press workers constitute a distinct
topic of research. According to the litera

a set of characteristics that distin
labour. First, printing required hi

ture, this is because it possesses
guishes it from most other felds of

. . gh mental and technical ‘capital’ from
its workers, meaning educational and technical knowledge. Second,
it had a mixed character: it was g combination of specialized manual
and' machine labour, with an intense intellectyal component.! In inter-
national fh‘iStf’ingraphy ,it is widely accepted that among printers the
?lzhl:(lil C\))voill::tl:;d _lal?our' has 11}[11t1plc meanings. In his study of English
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labou. -d particularity was that the pri

\l t{“:cqlru‘iycmm;ts z)f t‘he l])‘:f)(tizl‘d ’Prlnt‘cr’s labour was dircetly defined
by the : duct. Newspapers, but also magazines
hooks and other printed m.atcrml, required strict timetables and ﬁxed’
work 1'11}"t1."“3- These requirements were fulfilled through an equally
grict division of labo.ux.',.and associated hierarchy, which itself contrib-
uted to the gepder division and age segmentation of the labour force.
Baron also points to the reproduction of age and gender segmenta-
tion through apprenticeship, as well as to the efforts of printers in the
United States to establish the limits of apprenticeship (up to the begin-
ning of the twentieth century) within the framework of a strategy for
controlling job offers.* The present research is based on the above-men-
foned theoretical axes which, despite the different approaches adopted
by historians, suggest certain important conclusions about the character
of printing work. The segregation of print workers, and the multiple
dimensions of their labour, have created difficulties for historians in
integrating printers as a whole into the ‘labour aristocracy’, according
to the criteria set by Eric Hobsbawm during the 1960s.> Although the
term ‘labour aristocracy’ has been widely criticized in historiographical
discourse,® it is apt for the case of the compositors in Victorian Great
Britain. This professional group was long considered a typical example
of labour aristocracy, until Patrick Duffy’s study in 2000 which showed
that the said professional specialty experienced the same job insecurity
as other workers and, at the same time, had a higher mortality rate than
miners.”

Certain major technological changes, especially the advent of digital
printing, are considered by historians to be landmarks in the battle
between capital and labour in the printing field, particularly in the press.
Significant here is Cynthia Cockburn’s study of the newspaper industry
in London after World War 11, where, among other things, she describes
the dramatic changes that took place among newspaper printers 'w'hcn
‘hot metal’ composition was replaced by ‘cold’ phot(?con11[)f)51t1.().11.
Cockburn describes the publishers’ efforts to increase thcnr profitability
_by breaking craft control through the technological shift to computer-
1zed technology.® . ) aeter of

.Based on the above, it is clear that the m1,1ltid1mcnsmm.11 cha'z a‘gtcrlo
lc);llf;telrs’ labour demands a holistic aPP{'Oac.l;. ;11 Vigcﬁil:;gigﬂ;;‘;tivzg
rfan Plex nature of this part of the WORKILE © 5%, le perspectives drawn

8¢ of methodological tools and adopt multiple persg
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research on printers an p ' KO e must note ot in Grecco .
hci;tc\)rv’ (bistoire totale).” On this point,

research on printers ha.

s been greatly enhanced by 331;161_' St;liljis tongbe
ing in general, Conduc.te y Jou °tS, his-
Greek press and on printing hers of mass media.l® The present study
torians of printing and researche oach that takes the broad perspective
also follows an interpretative agprrovide the most informative account
of histoire totale, attemptllljlg E‘ tlljw demands and the political direction
possible of the terms of la Ol:l > ¢ patras during the first decades of the
of the printers and press WOrkers o
tw%?fﬁﬁzh tcgéltgltfu Y(-iy focuses on printers and press workers.' of Pat‘ras
during the period 1900-1940, it ma1’<68 systematic compalillson_s with
employees in other Greek cities (especially Athens), Where the evidence
permits. In terms of primary sources, the greatest gap is due to the fact
that the archive of the Patras Printers Union (1900-1950) has not been
preserved. Nevertheless, information about the period is provided by
statistical censuses and the national and local press,'! as well as employ-
ees’ memoirs. Additional information is provided by the archive of the
Patras Press Workers’ Trade Union, the union formed by press workers
of the city in 1950.

This chapter is divided into four sections. In the first, we study
Patras, a major provincial city in Western Greece. I thus present the
place in which the printers of this study lived and worked. The second
section concerns the publishing activity that took place in Patras and

attempts to set out the multiple dimensions of printers’ labour, ranging
from educational levels to wages.

The multiple aspects of printi £l
. . of printing ne
';o bri) :?tlmed,. not only in order to meet the demands of the holistic
tggd C :imcntloned gbove, but also to provide the foundation for the
d and fourth sections: these refer to
cbmces of the Patras pri
V\}rlmg political groups.
t echaracteristic i
$ 1IN common
and press workers. W welast

from the study
holistic approac
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The City of Patrag

. onomic historians, Patras ig the most re
for ce of the nineteenth century, ‘depicti Presentative Greeg urban

ot #2 Ng the inery ;
" nd the slowness that it Impose ® e Inertia of the agricultura]

ﬂiCu7 . . S, in A wa )
'n:Ic chan in any other Greek city of the nineteenzhn;mh more discern-
. entury’ 12 The ¢
. city

¢ patras developed as the main trag

'(1):5 connections with international marke made it tht‘,rn Greece, and
s gateway to Western Europe. Currane Production, th
’ r, was at the centre of the ecq > L

roduct, Nomy of Patras duy; _

centh century.’® Due to the above factors as well as ing the nine-

. : > S ;
Eommcraal bourgeois class, Patrag became the first Greléli d'):;amlc local
. fpt . ation 4 o CIty to experi-
ence industrial trax.lsformanon, gradually becoming the mogt P;
economically active city in the . pOpulous
and most ) CIty In the region of the P
it remains today. After 1875 . : oponnese, as
indeed it remains t P o and until the end of the nineteenth
industry in Patras turne s ditmaot
century, mndus 'Yf pos ed more intensively to currant-related
sectors, profiting from the development of the railway network and the
3 ‘- > - ); e
X 0 [ \', ) ~ =3 C 5 5
construction of T_I.K “[ are.” During Fh.t‘ﬁrs‘t two decades of the twen-
tieth century, spirit production and vinification held a central position
in Patras’s cconomy. In 1925 local industrial activity was given a boost
with new legislation that turther contributed to jts growth,'® while the
protective measures against the international economic crisis of 1929,
enacted by the Venizelos government in 1932, enabled the intensive
growth of domestic industry. New local industrial activity took place
within this framework, with the foundation of large units in a series of
industrial sectors.!”

Turning more systematically to industry towards the end of the nine-
teenth century, Patras increased its population from fifteen thousand in

Yy PO}
1853 to thirty-cight thousand in 1896. The city experienced another
demographic transformation in the 1920s: from thirty-eight thousand in
1907 to sixty-one thousand in 1928, the population thereafter remain-
Ing stable at sixty-two thousand until 1940.1%

The rapid urban migraton of rural populations during the first
o decades of the twentieth century led to an increase in the labour-
Ing population — which in 1900 was estimated at 2,500 people. Rur};:l
©Mmunities, impoverished by the collapse of the currant trade, 1590;1% t

e ' : ‘ : er
;mplo_\ ment in the currant-related crafts and industries of] Patras A
la Mj 3 rorki ass was fue
:e Asia Minor Catastrophe of 1922,% the local_ working Cd e, the
“Mographically by the arrival of more than six th(()iu-sar; tr %n 1928
ALPE Mot o . . ; n l'atras. >

& Majority of them from Asia Minor, who settled 1 I-

<91 refuoe. : - a¢ i dustry.2! As a result of these deve
Clugees worked in the city’s industry.” £

. ) . 5 three
oPmcnts, by 1930 the citv’s labour populatlorl was over 7,500,
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Publishing Activity in Patras and the Ma pects of
o the Printers’ Labour

: g @ connected to urban growh
Publishing activity m Patr:as W:jl tﬂiiﬁ’ury PR f Patras rf:ﬂcctchd
SPcciﬁcall)f, from the mid n;z;:lzelocal bourgeois class and the local urbyy
the aspirations and iggaiiomhcr words, the dynamism of the local urbap
fﬁllslsu;ndfll S;?Zgzjutr}l:?};mbhsmng activity of the loc;al press during the whole

:od under discussion. The constantly growing needs for representa-
l'c)icorxfloang expression at the local level of society favoured the building of

ishi “tor.**

aStlg?:ri P;leifgilg:i; the end of the nineteenth cenFllFY> 2 total of
seventy-nine newspapers of diverse content were pubhshe.d in Patras,
Primaéy in local publishing was held by the political press, with a total of
forty-nine political newspapers. Despite their large number, most of them
were short-lived, being small, one-person enterprises.?® The publication
of the first daily newspapers was an innovation of the last decade of the
nineteenth century. The long-lived Peloponnisos (1886 to present) was
the first daily provincial newspaper to be published in Greece. Neologos
Patron was the second daily morning newspaper, and would also prove
very long-lasting (August 1894-December 1972) .26

From 1836 to the end of the nineteenth century, the printing
houses with the largest publishing activity were those of Tobras (1836),

Georgiadis (1841), Stavropoulos-Adropoulos (1850), Evmorfopoulos-
Stavropoulos (1855),

Agapitos (1861), Christopoulos (1862) and

Kadmos (1875).27
From 1991 t0_1940> there were fifty-four daily and periodical news-
papers published in Patras. As in the nineteenth century, the main char-
Papers was their short life span.?® The
ge n}lmber of new publications were the deep
nomic and social life that occurred in the Greek
ml;hc Goudi military revolution (1909) to the
of Patras were products( 36-41). Ip large measure, the newspapers

boom kept pace with thf political and socig] change. This publishing
i 1€ transformationg > of the
twentieth century, which increased th s dret: eceaslas

¢ readership’s desire for up-to-date

changes in political, eco
social establishment fro
dictatorship of Metaxas
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e Jocal publxshm)g marke.t, when the newspa
crship$s such as lel()pofﬁflzs‘()s and  Neologos fl
[ouses and updated their technical eqﬁipr;)
tition between them. These newsp
the small, l(l).nfl:-ptﬂ'SOn gnterprisc and

hens, which mnveste in their own printi .
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From the beginning of the twentieth century until World War 11

;mong the artistic and publications printing houses.* the i 'ﬁ)
cant activity Within.the printing house of the newsp:;per S;;:;ZS(TESTZ)-
s well as the printing houses of Fragkoulis (1905), Variantzas (1907),
Kouloumpis (1908), Katsantonis (1909), Sinadinos (1911) Varzani;
(1911), Pascha (1913), Atlas (1923), Ladopoulos (1928) I’(oukouras
(1936), Feggos (1936) and Kagiafas (1938). ’

To better understand the labour movement activities and political ori-
entation of the printers and press workers of Patras, it is necessary to
Jddress certain basic characteristics of their work. How were these two
working strata connected, and in what ways were they different?

In the 1920 census, nineteen printing firms were registered in the
prefecture of Achaia and Elis (Eleias), whose capital was Patras, employ-
ing 107 workers.** The census in question does not provide more spe-
dific data about Patras; we can argue, however, that in their majority
these shops and employees were located within Patras itself, as the city
concentrated the bulk of the publishing activity. In the years that fol-
lowed, the volume of publishing increased and the number of printers
increased: the 1928 census recorded 103 printers (100 men, 3 women)
and 82 employees of other paper and printing specialties in the Province

of Patras. Among these 185 employees, sixteen were refugees.® Thc
1930 industrial census recorded forty-three shops in the paper and print-
ing industry of the city of Patras, occupying 297 employees.®

Despite the fact that this particular ccnsus.does not present ¥ts‘ dataf
Per professional category, it nevertheless prqwdes many useful pleﬁS. ﬁ
information. Out of the forty-three enterpriscs, thirty-two were St

Sized, employing up to five people. The same census distinguishes the

: i alaried workers
OWners and co-owners from salaried personnel, with 225 salaried
Table 12.1.

Classified by gender and age, as shown I} 80 :on. the basic method
During the entirety of the period under discussion, * on  that
0fpr0du€tion in the printing houses of Patras was cOmp

A political ang social networks
amental transformation in
ers with the greatest read-
om.ldcd their own printing
€Nt in response to the com-
apers departed from the model of
became closer to the newspapers of
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o “the publication from manuscript to printing
is. the schemauzauon ot tglt,} e rself was done by mechanicy)
which was done by hand.” ‘Ih:‘. -l::_-ltl’urc the main specialization was th.at
presses. In all printing h(?mc.‘s\t-:rcqlli")Cd technical skills as well as a very
of the compositor, & spccmlt}‘ t.w“Fvcn more demanding was the specializa.
good knowledge of l'.mgu;ltin., \Jvhich cequired equal technical skills ang
tion of the page layout wor.kltlr:i for a great deal of experience, given that
cducational level, but also ga eormally was also the foreman, was respon.
the page layout workcr,. w Otnlc ' f the public ation.®® The specialization
sible for the overall artls?c sty P dimension of the aforementioned
of pressman lacked the mtellf.:ctua e acing of the pa

vializati but required high skills in the pla g of paper and
_SP‘ff-mhzmons’ . of the newspaper sheets (using a special machine) ag
1r§k111n g.t;I; helzzi]cilglgof;t;c ct\f;)ogrgphic clements was considered ‘unskilled’
I;f)oii.“%fchis disgnction between ‘ski'llcd’ and ‘L,ms'killed.’ labour in the
printing houses was connected to the ‘lrltfillt"‘:C'CUf:l(l1 dJIlncnsmn Ethael pu.b-
lication produced. This distinction was ﬂ?'izbas‘? only on technical skill,
‘but also on gendered and social divisions’. Skilled labour was 1.der1t1ﬁed
with male labour, and unskilled with female .laboura 1de.n.t1ﬁcat1o’ns that
‘accordingly evaluate human labour in a negative or a positive way’.*3 The
hierarchical structure was rigid: the page layout worker was responsible
for the material, and shared the work on flow and layout with the com-
positors. In printing, the chief pressman was responsible. Especially in the
newspapers, such a hierarchy was considered indispensable for meeting
the publications’ strict deadline requirements.**

The high educational level, wealth of technical skills and intellectual
element of labour were characteristic of the principal specializations in
the printing houses of Patras, and were the main morphological ele-
ments connecting their personnel. As Cynthia Cockburn observes about
the press workers of London after World War II, printing labour was a
means for the creation and expression of high reputation in contrast to

other working-class jobs.*® The same was likely true for the Patras press
workers.

Table 12.1 Workers in the paper and printing industry of Patras, 1930. Classification by
gender and age. ’ '

Men Women Total

Juveniles Adults Total Juveniles Aduits Toral
49 116 165 24

I
Juveniles Adults Total
6 . & 73 152 225

__,.—--—'—_

Source: SGG, Recensermen ¢ ] nercinles eff
: t des établissements d ses ind st es et co ' pett
. ¥ €S Entreprises SEriE ! e
en Septembre de 1930, vol. 4 (Athens, 1934) toes Inddustrielles pmerciales

» Annex, t. 3, 50-51, t. 4, 64.
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is, in typing or selli g), or in auxiliary’ positions such as the cleaning

of the typographic elements.*” In the press sector, the division was even
more rigid: the first women would enter the newspaper printing houses
of Patras only at the end of the 197 48
This meagre presence (zf women in printing houses was not confined
to the locality of Patras: from the beginning of the twentieth century.
the number of women in the printing houses of Athens remained smalI:
while women were excluded from all specializations in the Athens daily
newspapers.*” It is certain that the exclusion of women from the news-
papers of Athens and Patras did not come about as a result of the pro-
tective law about women enacted in 191 2, since this law was not applied
inindustries such as tobacco, paper and textiles, which employed a great
number of female workers, 5
The arguments presented by male press workers after World War I1,
regarding the exclusion of women for so many years, had their basis in
the educational and technical demands of the newspaper industry, and
a perception that women could neither cope with the harsh working
conditions, nor combine printing labour with their family obligations.!
These arguments are directly connected to the question of gender rela-
tions and their representation within the division of labour, and this is
especially clear once we consider that the division of labour is not just
an economic and social fact, but also a cultural one which reproduces
gendered and hierarchical relations of power.?? This is further confirmed
by Efi Avdela’s statement that “the position held by women in the family
determined their lower position in the labour market, imposing a hier-
archically structured division of labour by gender’.®* However, the
Paternity of ideas such as the ‘male’ nature of printing labour cannot be
chimed by the Patras press workers alone. Equivalent ideas were used
by press workers in England in the nineteenth and at the beginning of
the twentieth century in order to exclude women from the printing
abour force 54 '
Another point in common between printers and press workcl-'s z;verc
¢ poor working conditions in the printing houses. In a mc:monrartl)l rum
0“953, the Patras Press Workers’ Trade Union referred to the problems
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Consltituct:ssiﬁxtgigl}:r?liting houses of Pat[i‘;i;TIS rcca“;d that.mg on the
it:tlgrzzlr era, the vice-president of the P

of three members of th

ded by the unpleasant smell of paper,
kes hard breathing and respiratory discomforts, lies
es

hich is conccntratcd in packs inside the printing
Fa An important pathogenic factor

f potash), and the gasoline used

is inc ai
The germ of tuberculosis incubated,

The dust, which provo

on the journalistic pap¢ e
house and on the stand of the type

' to clean the printing or the ink friction C)’l‘,"dcrs of the presses. Lcacz
s trikes printers due to compositors and page layout workers
stri

et with Jich were made by an alloy of lead and, in a smaller

contact with the types, Wl
i 56
amount, antiunony.

ates how vividly the consequences of tuber-
culosis were engraved in the press workers’ memory. NCVCYthCl_“«SS,
tuberculosis should not be seen as a phcn()mcn(m uniquc to the Prlnt-
ing houses of Patras. On the contrary, the pr()b!cm' of tuﬁbcrcu]oms was
generally intensifving in Greek cities at thf: bcgmmng of the twentieth
century. With the gradual development of health services and the crea-
tion of the first insurance funds, the professional composition of tuber-
culosis sufferers became more apparent: printers were revealed to be
among the categories of employees who manifested higher percentages
of tuberculosis.®’

Incidents of illness were generally quite high: apart from tuberculosis
and lead poisoning,® the lead contained in type elements was responsi-
ble for various stomach, lung, arterial and neurological problems. The
long periods spent standing provoked arthritis, the lack of light led to
ophthalmologic diseases, and the close, badly ventilated spaces caused
upper respiratory tract problems.3?

Hyg.ienc .conditions in the printing houses constituted an object of
legislation for the Venizelos governments, within the framework of
the urban ‘modernization process that took place during the first three
ik Ryglens tegatation of copen 0 1914, the Royal Decree ‘concery
limit the risk of exm")lo'vee\;,p sélfffclz'ig OfUSCS > Cn?Cte('i. e “?li)SiS
and a serics of other Ciiseqses ng from lead poisoning, tubcralm"
ees’ health.®® Yet during tllm il;tljrc"ggmzm-g Hlags threa.ts to tf}ﬁ emp [‘;:S

ar period, labour inspection repo

The description demonstr
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-y cxpericnced by compositors from oy 8 ot Mg

y the majority of ¢m ploy-

" Lcom erlong standing, while ‘tot
" ¥ e - all
;eglcctcd were the risks involved in the Pressman’s work in thie reportsy
~ ) ,

e adverse consequences for the pressmen’s and
due 1O their contact with the ink and the paper w

The printers were fully aware of the bad wo
cometimes faced them with bitter humour-

Paper feeders’ health
ere absent’ 6!

rking conditions, and

Their toil is very hard

and their orphans let alone in the yard
while Death wanders about.

Antimony eats their guts away

and youth goes tragically away.%?

Nevertheless, research on the first four decades of the twentieth century
has not uncovered any union mobilization on the question of hygiene
conditions. The main reason for this absence is simply that there existed
no other model of production with better conditions that could be
adopted. Linotype was an expensive means of production for the pro-
vincial press, and unsuitable for the artistic printing houses, as they
were small enterprises producing mostly low-cost printed products such
as pamphlets and greeting cards, which had to use methods that were
much less healthy than hand composition.

The growth of the press of Patras, and especially the establishment
of a daily press, up until the end of the first decade of the twentieth
century, contributed to the gradual emergence of press workers as a
separate and clearly defined subgroup of the city’s printers.

The establishment of the daily newspaper led to the transformation
of the printing houses that produced them; they became organized pub-
!ishing enterprises with a large number of personnel apd a structu?ed
internal division of labour, contributing to a more distinctive working
tironment for their employees.®?

These characteristics were found mostly among press workers
‘Mployed by the city’s daily newspapers. Patras’s srpall .market, 'C(m}(;
Pared to that of Athens and Thessaloniki, along with its establishe

g socially defined readership, favoured the demands of the press

en i . : 1 e vulner-
\Orl‘ﬁrS, since in economic terms their employers were mot

: i i iven the
ol o ¢mployee pressure, especially when manifest 1n StI‘l{(C.S, gtlh " daily
tght COmpetition among the local newspapers. Particularly n
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fragile: operating capital for daily pyb,.
ance was s
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press, the economic b..;l e time " large po pu-
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income were
: hese sources of ere
: aid advertisements: Th hed due to labour actiop
income came from p was not publishe ) 5
lost whenever the newspaper ¢ting the economic balance of the

s - upse
causing severe income losses an;dr rc% i press " ers a web of i
i o | factors conte v W
daily press.®* These

. « them a stronger negotiating position
unifving characteristics angi gav e the newspaper field.o5
compared to printers workmg_olll) sic differences between press workers

Moreover, there were certain bas ons printing houses: first, the press
and printers in artistic and pUb!lcat;n employee to being an employer
workers” ability to .go fromh b?rri?stic and pUblicationS‘ printing houses,
was tenuous. (;ontrary E)On; ;obility was possible,® in newspapers it
‘V;/:: f;(f;); ;32?::11 Ziﬁ specifically in the daily nexsf}7?p$\rfs Il)ga\?\tflc.ally
i ible. This was due to high production costs. After YO At 4,
impossible. Th , . basic printing technology, about twenty
when typesetting remained the basic printing R él"in v iinck ek
employees of all specializations were required or‘ tyPCSfd gﬁ print-
ing a daily newspaper. Moreover, as 311”@3}1}' nlgl‘ltlon‘t. y HOC ?quu‘cd
daily operating capital in terms of paper, ink and‘cncrgy was high. In
contrast, the non-daily press required a subs't;mtlally smaller num-be:r
of employees, while many such newspapers did typcscttmg-and print-
ing at different printing houses.” At the same time, also in the case
of the non-daily and periodical press, the possibility for a press worker
to advance from a position of dependent labourer to that of employer
was significantly limited, since subcontracted labour prevailed in that
specific type of printing, as noted below. Another factor was the poten-
tial lack of access to political and clientelist connections that played an
important financial role in a newspaper’s survival .8

Second, compared to the press, in the artistic and publications print-

ing houses there was a marked lack of homogeneity in the division of
labom:. We do not know how many of the seventy-three minors regis-
tered in the paper industry

forecn the paper indu c?f Patras 'in 1930 worked in printing houses,

cxistence of minors in the printing houses of Patras is confirmed
by a Printers Union gathering in 1929, where the gap between minors
ax:d ;?dult employee.s 18 recognized.s Children’s lagbcfur in the field of
fi gﬁtglfgp\r?gullcotitolxlallxlsal;ebFo Patras. In those sectors where the organiza-
of them, the & ased on the artisanship model (printing is one

ercentage '
tive to the total numbgr gffipirentlccs s pectdlly bigghin 1FE ol
Nacrage workers 70 J
S.

.Tl.le existence of underage w

endered orkers in the artistic and publications
3 plethora of discriminatory practices
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oF nd the gendered division of labour; the apprentice j( ok W‘(”k“’g
0 Phis character and acquired appropriae v, o o) Mintor 'devel-
s .1 skills. He lear Propriate values and behaviors. as
aell as tcfhll‘lh}‘ 5 “. 5-" 7l‘fI‘~'-“ ned to be a man ip gendered tcrms‘z;m‘i
L worker in class ter mt‘ . n the newspapers of Patras, meanwhile. the
;-1\1}’1"-\mmt ot m)n‘u.):.s‘ }\i-ls unhcar(.i of, either before or after W,orld
war 11 It was the dltls‘tlL and publications printing houses that were
rL,Sponsiblc fO%‘ th'e process (?f apprenticeship, for a number of reasons
side from legislative regulation.” First, the exigent pace of publication
s ouraged press workc-:rs from accepting apprentices, since becoming
pmiliar with the profc_:ssmn s demands was timc—consuming and conse-
uel‘ld,\” there was a risk of disturbing the newspaper’s pace, of produc~
jon.”? Sccopdl}’, apprenticeship in the artistic and publications printing
houses entailed advantages for both press workers and printing house
owners. For the workers, ‘apprenticeship was a way of controlling entry

into the profession, while for the employers it equalled a lucrative source

of cheap labour’.7*

The difficult position of minors was evident also in remuneration;
they had the lowest income. On the whole, printers’ income was deter-
mined by specialization and years of duty.” It seems that between 1914
and 1923, daily wages for certain categories of printers and lithogra-
phers increased nine times or more.”® However, printers’ incomes show
significant fluctuations according to city and specialization. In 1931,
the Printers Union in Volos described the tragic economic situation
of its members, who received as a daily wage 40 drachmas at newspa-
pers and 30 at artistic printing houses,”” whereas the average nominal
and real daily wage of the pressmen of Athens in 1930 was 83 drach-
mas and 74 drachmas respectively.”® The compositors and pressmen of
the newspapers were better remunerated than printers, and essentially
had a stable occupation.” The 1930 census of workers and daily wages
does not include data for the printing personnel of Patras, but it does
record the total sum of employee remunerations in the paper and print-
ing industry in the gcographical department of the Peloponnese. The
data show that the average daily wages of the printers and compositors
of the Peloponnese were significantly lower than the respective wages
Rationwide (Table 12.2).
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the Press Workers and
1882-1936

Mobilizations of
Printers,

Jations Were manifest in August 1882, with
crike to demand a 30 per centincrease

in their daily wages.®* The local press covered the p.rin.ters" actions by
highlighting that they ‘are remunerated scantly and it is fair to ask for
the improvement of their fate’.82 Printers’ pressure led to an increase
in wages, not by 30 per cent, but enough to ‘be remunerated in 1907
better than any other salaried worker in the city’.3® The crystallization
of the printers’ consciousness is marked in the official title of the Patras
Printers Union, founded in 1900: The Printing Fraternity of Patras.*
At this point, it needs to be clarified that the workers’ collective action
i« not monodimensional. On the contrary, it is shaped by many factors,

The first documented mobili
the newspapers’ printers going on 8

Table 12.2 Comparative average daily wage of male workers in basic printing specializations in
the Peloponnese and on a nationwide scale in 1930 (in drachmas).

2 Total 10-19 20-29 30 years
Z yearsold  years old or older
S
o o Q
s f 3§ g2 % g i
g : = ¢ E & E & £ 3
g & & & &5 & & £ & =
2. 2 5 < 3 5 2 3§ 3 3
- £ A A A
Printers Workers 51 69 29 37 56 68 77 T
Apprentices 21 21 21 21 ) /-
Compositors  Workers 56 7] 20 4 7- - w—w 90
Apprentices 14 - 14 1 70 -
Pressmen Workers . 9() - _ - - 1 ;-
s \ - 49
Apprentices . 37 3; ) 50
[e - 3 - - - -
e /

Source: SGG, Recensement des e
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embre 193 strieiles €
e 1930 ( Athens, 1940), Annex, t. 7a, 154, t. 7b, 190-92-
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The first category includes the first union mobilizatior; which took
ace 10 1919: the Pross 'Workers went on strike from 23)Februar 02
March, during which time not a single newspaper was publishcg iﬁ

patras. The press vyorkcrs _had four basic demands: an increase in daily

wages; decrease 1n \_Jvorkmg, hours to six hours a day; a ban on dis-
missals; and the requirement, for the employment of new personnel
of the consent of the existing press workers at each newspaper.3¢ Thé
strike ended following the agreement of both sides. From the available
sources, it can be concluded that the employers did not agree to discuss
any demand other than the increase in wages, although they assured the
workers that they would not proceed with dismissals. It appears that the
strikers succeeded in obtaining a significant wage rise, and that this satis-
fied their short-term needs ina way that dissuaded them from proceed-
ing to other demands: “T'he pavment for one night shift in Neolggos was

4-4.75 drachmas. The Printers Association, through its struggles, lifted
it to 9 drachmas. And when it began to seek a 12 drachma wage, the
Association was abandoned by the majority of its members’.¥

A new 24-hour strike was held by press workers on 25 July 1919.

Demands regarding wages were central to the isolated strikes that were
organized in the period that followed. Among others, press workers
of Tilggraphos went on a three-day strike in October 1920, while on 1
March 1923, Neolggos's printers organized a prolonged strike.®® Printers
and journalists of Patras went on a new prolonged strike at the beginning
0of 1925, with an increase in wages as their central demand.?® Almost a
month after the beginning of the strike, the publishers conceded and
increased the \mgc;, During the strike, press workers and journalists
published the newspaper Ethnikon Vima.”

In the 1930s, and up until the imposition of the Fourth of Augugs
dm.t atorship, only one strike was held by the press wo rkers of Patras.
This strike ‘stagnation’ did not, however, reflect 2 lack of activity on the
I{i{t of the city’s labour movement, which indeed mcrea'sed. l.)elm;feﬁ

argued that the lack of strikes was due to the pu

abour movement activities

pl
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political thinking, the Preg trom the middle of World War T up to the
ciated political discourses. i .I atorship, Greek socicty experienced deep
imposition of the Metanas dies The polarization was between the sup.
political and social polanzatiow Jolitics and his opponents, represented
porsors of Befilenos \lc"1lfCl§Z£i}1xmi11g with this period of polarization
mainly by the monarchists. onal Schism). the pro.

. -1 Greek hi aphy as the National S - pres
:;C;C’:::-: :‘(:;::lntjnigs Egggg;g bz’ the state auttll.o.rmlcs dcg.cndm g on
1ts EJol{{ical orientation and the course of th<::f po 1t1cfa sgl?c ;Eitsnwéthm
Greek society.* These persecutions took ic' orm O fp blica ans,
and even the closure of newspapers.% This situation kos ercl a C(l))ntln-
uous state of uncertainty and often made press workers vulnerable to
€n1‘p\}\(7)c,\ 36;:: ?::;:;gh a lot in those years. We retreat_ed before the fear
of seeing a newspaper close’, a press workf:er ave.rrcd t?ltterly several years
later.% The retreat of the printers from their earlier gains was also pointed

out by the newspaper of Athens, Rizospastis, an organ of the Communist
Party of Greece (KKE):

powapapers i this pet

el ST
on the other cnsuted emp
lishing activity ininterva

Over recent years, a sector of workers in Patras, the printers, not only lost what
they had gained after a hard struggle, but were also attacked by employers -
an attack that needs to stop ... But today, we can say that the printers should
reach several conclusions about the attack from employers, should mobilize
their dispersed powers and proceed without delay to a counter-attack. It is a
shame for the printers of Patras to accept, without complaint, wage cuts, the
loss of their rights and economic gains, the violation of their working hours,

the cutting of holiday pay, in the case of a veteran co-worker, to being insulted

by the employers. We express our regret over this degrading predicament of
the printers of Patras.%’

In the meantime, it seems that the union suffered internal friction. The
lack of archival material for the Pr

iters Uni g rack

thelse intcrn.al disputes, but the cxistc11?@11'1:)(;‘Htf[:)1§:i\/()elllltiss ‘iiseioonr:sttlr‘::tgl%
:(t) t;aﬁstpg:grstl;lllg ;a[b;}errahcl:(immumcation sent by thirty union members
was about a series of pr()(l)lilStry oy Federation in 1935. This note
foanded in 1980 - n()tcftsm§ faced-by the Printers Insurance Fl.ll'lda
against the administration of i;ﬁ:l;t;zrlcs la‘unchcd 2 volley OfCI'itif‘S'}w
tzrgg%%u;g cvery action by th. e ra's Prl |1F§rs Um.on, blammg 1t9t;)7r
" The fact that thoge S participants during the years 193
Y1ghing the note were all press workers
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IR i505pAstrs 3PPIa.UdCd thff dcfzzlon of the Patras Printers Unjon to expel
embers for strikebreaking,'®® four years later jt reported the recruit-
ent Of strikebreakers by the publisher of Espering 101
Included in the second category of mobilizations is the participation

Sfthe union N broaiicr labour actions undertaken by the working classes

of Patras. In May 1912, the Pri nters Union submitted a recommenda-

jon to the Su'pcn()r Labou.r Council for a draft law. This proposal dealt
with matters like the cst.;il)ll.sh{ncnt of regulations for working hours and
the right of elected union officials to intervene in the workplace. With
the declaration of World War 1, speculative pressures arose in the local
market, and the result was a rapid increase in the prices of basic goods.
At this time, the Printers Union participated in a joint meeting with
other labour unions in the city, where the decision was taken to send a
list of grievances by telegram to the government, 12
During the large strike in Patras held from 20 to 30 May 1920, print-
ers and press workers contributed financially to the workers’ fund that
had been created to cover the needs of strikers.'®® These activities are
connected to a wider transtformation within the Greek labour move-
ment of the period: the inflation of World War T and the postwar era
eroded the real value of salaries and wages'™ and drove the employees
to repeated mass, militant strikes. Within this context, the press workers
used their expertise to communicate the unions’ demands. Among
other things, they contributed to the appearance of the newspaper

Ergatiki Enosis, which was published in July 1923 by the Patras Labour

Centre 108 [ September 1924, the Printers Union organized a strike

which, apart from issues specific to their sectoral interest, raised more

general matters, such as the persecution of workers on a countrywide
basis, During the strike, the Printers Union published the newspaper

Simering 106
From September 1924 to January 1925, the Printers Union partici-

Pated in a series of meetings and rallies organized by the Patras Labour
entre 107 Larer, during the Pangalos dictatorship, the Printers Union

pamflp‘dth in a workers’ rally that took place in Patras on 21 July

5, the main issues of which were the increase in the prices of basic
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Federation, part of which was the 1 atras oot e P
the toundation of the leftist Unionist General (,()n. cdera l n o Lreck
Workers, within which the Communist ParFY cxcrcnscd‘grcat mﬂ“““‘:%
while in the same year the union took partin the creation of the leftist
Unionist Labour Centre of Patras.!' . o o

Despite problems, the Printers Union participated in workers’ meet-
ings organized in the city in September 193'4 an-d March 1936, and
took an active part in the massive strike orga.mzed in Patras on 13 May
1936 as a protest against the bloody suppression of the tobacco workers’
strike in Thessaloniki a few days earlier."!

How were the labour actions of the printers and press workers related
to similar sector actions in Athens and other regions of the country:
In Athens and Piraeus, at the end of the nineteenth century, printers
were the first employees to attempt to organize, first as associations for
mutual aid, and later as unions.''? During the interwar period, printers
and press workers — who in 1933 had formed a separate union - carried
out a number of labour actions in Athens and Piracus.!!?

It should be pointed out that Patras was not the only provincial city
in which printers conducted strikes. On the contrary, during the inter-
war period strikes broke out in many cities with a much smaller publish-
ing market than Patras: among others, in the 1920s press workers in
Drama and Trikala went on strike, as well as printers and press workers
in Mytilini."'* Between 1930 and 1936, the printers of Volos, Serres,
Herakleion and Mytilini organized strikes, as did the press workers
of Kalamata and the printers and press workers of Larisa ' The main
dcman.ds were remuneration and opposition to dismiss

An increase in salaries, the backpay
sequently a common denominator of mobilizations in the press sector

natlm?wxdc during th'c Iterwar period. In addition, printers” unions
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idcolog C : evel, which for abou
Gty years was the. 1qst1tut10nal requirement for the founding of ané
entrance into 2 printing enterprise,'’” and the involvement of printers

in networks of p(?lmcal power, especially in the field of newspapers, put
chem in systematic con_tact \‘wth wider political developments. > P

The printers, especially in the press, began to engage in political
sction from the carly days of the modern Greek state, from the 1830s
when Greece obtained its first intcrnati(mally recognized monarch, the
gavarian King Otto. During Otto’s reign (1835-62), newspapersahad
been restricted by a strict legal framework that hindered their publica-
ion and made their survival problematic — especially if they opposed
Otto, as was the case for the majority of the Patras press.!18

After Otto’s dethronement and the abolition of restrictive laws, the
press and publications of Patras more generally saw significant growth.
The greater case in founding a printing shop or a newspaper increased
the ranks of printing personnel.’” The increase in publishing activity
was followed by an intensification in labour and, in combination with
a tradition of political action bequeathed by the previous generation of
printers, led those employed in printing to gradually realize their impor-
tnce in the timely production of the publication. Political action and
labour upheavals made the printers of Patras more open to the socialist
and anarchist ideologies that were introduced into Greece at the end of
the nineteenth century. Printers participated in the editing and publica-
tion of the socialist newspapers Ellinik: Dimokratia (1877) and Empros
(1896) and the anarchist newspaper Epi ta proso (1896-98).1%°

The political choices of the Patras Printers Union in the 1920s, as

Mentioned above, affirm the union’s orientation towards the communist

left. The roots of these political choices can be traced, to a great extent,
to the deterioration of workers® living conditions during World War 1,
“d the workers® consequent radicalization and their gradual recognl”
ton of thejr power.!2! Significant information regarding thcsc'fagﬁorst]ls
Provided by the publicat?on in Patras of newspapers related, In 1rc;ti3;
Or djrccﬂ."; to the Communist Party of Greece. In 1924, 'Rziofr -
"ounced the circulation in Patras of the newspaper O Ergatis, an 018
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The strong footing of the left in the field of printing was also main-
tained during the Metaxas dictatorship. From the beginning of 1937,
a core of the Federation of Communist Youth of Greece (OKNE), the
youth wing of the then illegal Communist Party of Greece, was operat-
ing among the printers of Patras.'?6 This fact may be the most indicative
of the persistence of the political commitment to the left by a segment
of printers and press workers.

Finally, the political choices of the printers and press workers of
Patras left their mark during World War 11, in the course of the occupa-
tion of Greece by Axis forces (1941-44). Many of these workers partici-
pated agtxvely in the. most popular and radical resistance organization,
the National Liberation Front (EAM), for which they took on the pub-
h;atlon. of local resistance newspapers, as well as the Greek People’s
leeratlé)n Army (ELAS), the military arm of the EAM.!?7

Base it i i : :

; ; }:)n the above, it is a verifiable fact that, during the interwar
period, the press workers were more involved in the left than those
ggril(t;(zirs Vzcs)titerl:flc;yic}i by newspapers. But why, during the interwar

ain : . :
" > : y the press workers who committed to the left, while
the printers did so to a lesser extent? Gi i ict i ivi
. > Given their strict internal divi-
sion of labour, was the contact with th ,

_ ; ith the communist left relevant to the
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5 1tract labour was not undertaken
n of the daily newspapers.

E\:tcrcss workers, but. rather by the foreme
¥ ihe compositors and pressmen, then, subcontracting their lab
4id not simply represent additional remuneration, but we%s al: ir labour
e experience. It must have been particularly a ’On"' ) 0 a nega-
™ Kers engaged in subcontracting to experi gonzing tor the press
worke ' workers. Indicati experience exploitation specifi-
cally by their co-workers. Indicatively, in 1935 Rizospastis denounced
the foreman of tf}; newspaper Apogeymatini for violating the rights
of his co-workers. Consequcntly, it can be argued that the commit-
nent to the left pertained, primarily, to young press workers who held
) Jower position 1n the internal labour hierarchy. It is also apparent that
the thirty press workers employed by the largest daily newspapers of
the city, who sent a letter to Rizospastis in 1935, constituted the core
group of press WOI.‘kCl‘S who were committed to or maintained contact
with the Communist Party. The fact that these thirty press workers also
engaged In criticism of the administration of their organization for its
support of the socialist group led by Evangelou (a former member of
the Communist Party) and Lambropoulos, who were in the majority on
the Administrative Cou ncil of the Union of Printers of Athens between
1931 and 1933, strengthens this assertion.

Let us also try to answer the first question, regarding the predom-
inance of the left among press workers as opposed to other sectors.
Piecework labour — that is, remuneration according to performance —
was widespread among the printers of the publications and artistic
printing houses. This form of remuneration is corrosive of collective
consciousness in the workplace and promotes competition among
employees.!3! Piecework labour, combined with an insecure occupation,
favoured individualistic practices, and this individualism was intensified
by the possibility of creating one’s own business, and thus moving from
being a dependent worker to being a small entrepreneur.'® In plain
words, the main goal of many printers was to work and then, using their
savings, to start a small enterprise, SO as to €scape the condition of peri-
odical or partial occupation. Faced with this prospect, a commitment to
the left was an obstruction for another reason as well: the small, -sn'nglc-
Person printing shop depended to a great extent on local poh'mu‘.llnls
;o provide work in terms of propaganda and clectxon-'related matc?(:) f
D interwar Greece, where anti-communism was a basic compc;]nex; 2
Political life, a small printing store in a provincial c1ty could not hop
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“Archive Marxists' were Greece. They took their name from the peri-
; oo i r Greece. , : )
left opposition in interwa (Archive of Marxism), which circulated
odical Archeio ton Marxismon (L7 _ <Archive Marxists’
- ain political manifestations of the ‘Archive Marxists
in 1923. The In&ll.l tpor crdation - BolshCViStS‘LcniniSts of Greece —
were the Communist L&A 930-34 —and the Communist ‘Archive
‘Archive Marxists’ active during 1 :
: - o 1935-46.13 In the case of the print-
Marxist’® Party of Greece, during : :
‘ dv was unable to find any influence from
ers of Patras, a relevant study was : _
the ‘Archive Marxists’.!¥® In Athens, the left orientation of the leader-
ship of the Book and Press Workers Printers Union caused a rupture
. ~ i 13
between the employees in the book and newspaper sector in 1928 .50
At the beginning of the 1930s, the printers in Larisa showed a clear left
orientation and engaged in militant political action.'?” Thus, it can be
argued that sectors represented by printers and press workers in Greece
lacked a unified political orientation and manifested contradictions and
local particularities. Regarding Patras, such conditions did not favour a
mass political orientation of the printers towards the left. It would be
misleading to compare the printers of Patras to those of Athens. The
publishing market of Athens was much larger,'* and consequently the
printers of Athens had more opportunities to work and their depend-
ence on politicians was different. The greater part of the publishing
market in Patras,. mcan\.;v.hﬂe, consisted of single-person enterprises and
was associated with political networks with a strongly local character.

Wltl‘? respect t(? such problcms, press workers were in a more favoura-
ble position. Their role in deadline-driven newspaper
S:tfii;tlitzwe 1c‘i“P0tr) ;:anc; and their occupation much more stable than in the

and publications printing ho ‘ '
: ' uses, despite re-mentioned
difficulties. As a consequence , pite Bt ghovs-m

.o , > the press worker - Jer range Of
negotiating options than the pri ers had a wider rang

production was of
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o mainly places for discussion, . o k
'”“\‘si <\L'1l1tiic;1|ists sceking a political r(,)ll:::;ia':i((:::“‘\t,(:d of intelfecty
s .u::d 1‘{1 Patras, from the middle of the 18905 up ‘;vnl; .thc W(”}f“'i’)
S rkish war in Asia Minor (1919), the ;u:tivitliv:) ;.“' S“” of the
st (ith interest in the local press. ()h;u';\c(cris'ti(:'ll-lﬁ'0 }SU“(!'IIS“ e
“‘tc,dfu- and I’:'/npumu'm.\’ provided news covc..‘.l , o i-’ tl ¢ dn!'ly'p'upcm.
.\7"""‘1."5?..cvcn carrving their articles and p l‘l‘L_L,“ e At of
oclalist o ! public announcements on
(h‘: :iu;dam‘cntal ‘ch;‘u?gc took pl.‘dC.C in 1918 with the creation of the
m}qdc left party, the So'c1;111§t Labour Party of Greece (SEKE).
CAKE was formed out of thf: unification of several pre-existing socialist
:—:ntl'c‘s and clubs, and the character Qf SI_EKE was shaped by the char-
eristics of those groups. Its organizations were formed on a local
usis and its engagement with labourers was significantly limited, being
focused on the le've.l Of ideological and political propaganda. It should
be noted that socialist ideas and SEKE itself developed in Greece under
conditions of prolonged'warfarc over irredentist issues. In this regard,
its political, programmatic and ideological coherence was exceptionally
fluid and its relations with the bourgeois parties contradictory, even
Jfier the conclusion of the Asia Minor Campaign.'*!

This characteristic changed with the transformation of SEKE into
the Communist Party of Greece (KKE) and the acceptance of the party
model proposed by the Communist International.’*? The KKE, which
was the largest political formation on the left in the interwar period,
cructured itself on the basis of places of labour, while its political and
ideological framework was far more consistent than that of SEKE. In
addition, during the interwar period, the Greek left, communist and
socialist, experienced an abundance of splits — between the KKE,
Trotskyite groups, socialists deriving largely from SEKE, and the social-
ist clubs of the 1910s.

Despite their generality, the remarks above are of significance to
the degree that they help us understand the conflicts within the Union
of Printers of Patras from the mid 1930s and, more specifically, the
sharp criticisms made by the thirty press workers in 1935 against the
ddministration of the Patras union for its support of the Evangelou and
iLtalI;ler(l)Poulos group. Their charges. against the ad‘ministra-t.i‘(:;:; \t\llllg
repms;le management Qf Fhe 1ssuc-1n th,c.han(?ls ?t ft‘w](zisi);ll;\d}; o
COmingl(t)efd ;lle'sc?c.to.r within the printers 1{)5%1mn:§ Ol;-lru]ixﬁ ‘ p;()tcst
tall oy tlt ¢ initiative of ic _Prcss Fedm%tlo‘n , zit e etice.

1€ issue, reflect differing perspectives on 8y ndicalis }. LA
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ment of continuously developmg authoritari

A

1

z:‘.\-t 11.‘Ii()



Ast ‘
makis Palagolyg,,

412

al, pnliticul and ideological leve
used to repress any labour maoh;.

143 e

. Jaaracter. b oreove . )

lization having rudimentary radical L:hdhl(“rr 1'%, "/“-r., t‘hg Asia
Minor C-u-wut() the end of the Mcegatr 1ica (as it is called

in Greek historiography)s which had as its gOl‘J] f:lc _";L“"r(l’ff’tr;lt.l(kn‘nf all
Greck populations within a greatet ()n{?.()t 1(%Ir(tl5( ;ht;cf cgean,
and was the prevailing narrative of the mot ern G ‘u, kS rom th‘e
decade of 1840 to 1922. After the collapse of the Great Idc?, anti-
communism, with the invocation of the threat that tl.1<: I;::4glme might be

ational narrative™" as well as the

overthrown, slowly became the new 1 . ) | -
basic state ideology, both for the monarchists and for the conservative

portion of the Liberals (the party of Eleftherios Vcni'_m:los),l.45 Du%’ing
the interwar years, therefore, entry into the left — and in par.tlcular into
the communist left — was no simple matter. Indeed, it carried dangers
ranging from social stig,rmatization7 particularly in regional urban centres
like Patras, to legal and repressive Measures in the case of labour mobi-
lizations. Moreover, the printers suffered additional legal pressures: the
ordinances of Law 4229 of 1929, which treated communism as a special

‘Idionimo’ (special law),

offence, and which became known as the
included press offences that provided for the prosecution of printers.'*

at the institution

the interwar statc, ‘
| lepislation was

Institutionally, specid
phe marked

ater statc

Conclusion

Printers and press workers lived and acted in a dynamic publishing
milieu. The quantity of printed material published during the first four
decades of the twentieth century, and the fact that Patras was the first

rovincial city of the modern Greek state to establish a daily local press,
affirm this dynamic.

As far as their profile is concerned, many characteristics of Patras’s
printers are in conformity with the findings of the international liter-
ature: the emphasis on the mental and ‘manly’ character of printing
labgur, the g_ender and social content of specialization, the tight control
of job offermgs.through apprenticeship, the strict gender divisions
:;::i ;trt;l;g]l;rz?ug;erjgzh};h; &11111 ttchres‘e as clements in common bet\;'t.“‘:’.ﬂl
literature. A very basic differe nat:londl wnd Grc.ck h1st0r10gra.[" I
publications printing shops ai I(linih ctween the printers of amst.lt ‘Jll“,
fluidity of their forms of libo ] It i wes .workcrs has to -d(? \\»’lth-‘t 1tt
ets ool e berween m 2 ur. In the period we are examining, prin g

ge labour, non-permanent employment and self

employment.'*” By contrast, a basic characteristi PIe. kers Was
dependent wage labour ami | “'n. characteristic of press wor. §1' )
‘ more stable employment. This differenc
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oy of thet! occupanon, as WL“_ as the critjcal degree of involvement of
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o workers: first, that they had
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printers and
g rclated to

- . 8S sector th . .
o . : ¢ involv
of several employees each with specific skills i ement

_ wa i

et et deadlines. In the artistic and publicacions septor sy ros 10
sbour tensions were less severe, since such printing houses dependcci
o demand. Press Worker§ therefore were able to exercise more res-
cre o1 employers in _seekmg to fulfil their demands, especially in IZiail
newspapers where §tr1kes would cause large losses of income. By con}-’
rast, printers working outside the newspa

per field lacked employment
stability, 2 phenomenon also observed among the printers of Athens in
the 19305.148

As far as political orientation is concerned, we have already men-
toned the reasons why press workers turned to the left more often than
printers did. Nevertheless, the political involvement of press workers
is understandable only if we keep in mind two factors. First, despite
the advantages they enjoyed compared to printers, press workers always
remained dependent salaried employees, due in part to the limited pos-
sibilities of advancing to the position of owning a newspaper printing
shop, and in part to the high cost and extensive use of labour subcon-
tracting. At the same time, as salaried press employees they had uniquely
close contact with political power. This peculiarity was both a disadvan-
tage and an advantage. It was a disadvantage in that they directly expe-
rienced the interference of political power in the press sector, and it was
anadvantage because they were constantly nourished politically by their
engagement with sources of information. From this point of view, press

workers constituted a particularly politicized category of employees.

Hence, we can argue that the ‘intellectual’ nature of their work, in
combination with their level of education and their continuous contact
With sources of political information, provided analytic tools that made
these press workers more accepting of left-wing political ideas. Lastly,
the political and cultural stimuli provided by press work bclps us under-
and the political choices of a large portion of this particular category
of workers in Patras during the period considered.
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