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The paradoxes of death in the contemplation of Jankélévitch®

Michael Parousis
Department of Philosophy, University of Patras, Patras, Greece

Summary

Humans, already from our birth, are divided in ready-to-die and condemned-to-death. However, because
we are no-ready-to-die, we want to turn into future-immortals. Until the moment comes where the end is
identified with redemption. The experience is thus transformed into a disposition to life and the World.
Death is our great Enigma. The moment of our self-awareness as contradictions. The Great Oxymoron.

A valuable advisor in these reflections and a starting point for the self-sarcastically reflective
disentanglement of the oxymorons of death is the reflection of Bergson's student, VIadimir Jankélévitch
(1903-1985). Death is mentally and literally apprehended within its paradoxes. Between the expected and
the scandalous of its occurrence, between the everyday normality and the terrifyingly strange horror it
evokes, the constant expectation and the final surprise, the quiet contemplation and the subversive
passion. Death ultimately as a liminal experience, leading either to Zero or to the Absolute, passing
through the sense of mystery. An event of smooth anomaly and usual unusualness, an Oxymoron par
excellence as a combination of paradoxes of thought and paradoxes of consciousness. "If death cannot be
conceived before, at, or after, when can we conceive of it?", wonders Jankélévitch, trying to narrate the
untold and describe the indescribable.

Keywords: not-ready-to-die, future-immortals, smooth anomaly, usual unhabit, paradox of thought, paradox
of consciousness, oxymorons of death, death-paradoxes of Jankélévitch, ready-to-die, condemned to death,
death before, death in its time, death after, end of life, dying with dignity, good death, mature death,
premature death, postmature death, immortality, efthanassia, euthanasia, dysthanassia, prothanassia,
metathanassia, posthumous longevity, when should we die, WnSWD, when must we die, WnMWD, how
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