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H gvyn ™g ExkAnoiog €1g yoyoppayovvra Kot 0 N0wkog tpofinpatiopnog yio
™V evlavooia

Muitiadng Bavroog ?

Tunpa Kowvovikig @goroyiag kot Xpiotiavikol Toltiopov, ®coroyikn Zyoin,
Aptototérero TTavemompio ®eccalovikng (AIIO)

Iepiinyn

H c0vdeon piag eKKANGLOGTIKHS VYIS TOL AVAKEL 6T HOKPAimVN AEITOVPYIKY Tapadoon TG
0pB6d0ENg ExkAnoiog pe éva obyypovo kot enikoipo BEpa, 0Tmg eivor avtd g evbavooiog, iomg
QaiveTol adOKIUN, KaOMG KOTA TO YpOVO GUYYPAENS TNG NTAV 0CPOADMS AYVMOGTOG 0 TPOPANUATICUOS TOV
tiBeton oty gmoyn pog. Qotdc0o N drypovikoTnTa TG AcHEVELNG, TOV TOVOD Kol TOV Bavdatov, Kabdg Kot
To adtdletmto evdlapépov ¢ Exkinoiag yio Tov mdoyovta kot Bviokovia dvOpwmo exttpénovy, Katd
TNV TPOCHOTIKY LOG GToWT, TV 0E107T0INcT TG EVYNG 1 YUXOPPUYoUVTO GT1 OE0AOYIKY TPOGEYYIGT TOL
KaAoD Boavatov Kot kat’ enékTact otov NOkd TpofAnpaTicd Yo Ty evbavacio. Me tnv TpoonTiki
oVTH TOPOVCLALETOL OPYIKE TO TEPIEXOLEVO TNG EVYNG, TO OO0 PAIVETOL VO, GLVIYOPEL LIEP TNG
YPNYOPNG KOt ovddvvNG EAELONG TOL Bovatov. AKoAoVO®E ETOTLAIVOVTOL TO GTOLYELD TOV AVASEIKVOOLY
T YPIOTIOVIKT VONLOTOSOTNON TOL TOVOL Kot Tov Bavdrtov, diepguvdtal 1 cupPoin g ot Beoroyikn
TPOCEYYIOT TG EVOOVACING, EVA 1) TPAYUATELGT) OAOKANPAOVETOL [LE T1] SULTOTWGCT) OPIGUEVOV
SMGTOCEWV.
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The Church’s prayer on deathbed and the moral reflection on euthanasia®

Miltiadis Vantsos
School of Social Theology and Christian Culture, Faculty of Theology, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTh)

Summary

Associating a prayer that belongs to the long-standing tradition of the Orthodox Church with a
contemporary theme, such as euthanasia, may seem strange, as at the time the prayer was written, the
ethical consideration of euthanasia was certainly unknown. However, the timelessness of illness, pain and
death, the existential agony of human at the end of life and the unwavering commitment of the Church to
the suffering and dying person allow, in our view, the exploration of the Church’s prayer on deathbed in
the context of the good and desirable death. It is noteworthy that, while in all liturgical texts the cure from
illness is pleaded for, in this specific prayer the desire of death is expressed, in order to redeem human
from the “unbearable suffering due to the bitter illness”. In this perspective the content of the prayer is
presented, which seems to have important elements in common with the modern demand for a positive
response to euthanasia, namely the free will of the patient and the desire for a quick and painless death.
Despite these, the prayer on deathbed does not favor the acceptance of euthanasia for two reasons: Firstly,
the request for a painless death is addressed to God and its fulfillment is expected only from Him and not
from the doctor or the relatives. And second, this request is accompanied by a plea for the forgiveness of
the sins of the moribund, expressing his faith and hope in eternal life, his trust in God and not despair and
distress. The article is concluded with some remarks concerning the understanding of good death from the
point of view of orthodox ethics.
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