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Bopémg ndoyov: amo@dosis mov a@opov To TEhog TG Cong: H ehinvikng
npaypoTikéTyTO !

Bacilerog Kovlovpag?

Movemotuio loavvivov, latpikn Zyoin, Movada Evtatikng Oepancioc (ME®) [Mavemotnpiokov 'evikon
Noocoxopeiov Imavvivov (ITT'NI)

Hepiinyn

H expnrrikn avamtuén tov Movadwv Evtatikng Oepaneiog (ME®) tig tedevtaieg dekaetieg pepe 610
TPOGKNVIO TOAAGL SIALULATO TOGO Y10 TA, KPP0 ELCUYMYNE TOV AcHEVOY 0ALA KoL Y10, TO EMITEDO
vrooTPIENG TV acbevav. [ToAlol emotnpovikoi opeig otnv Evpmnn &xovv mpoteivel 6Tt 1) EVIATIKN
opovtida dev umopet va £yl Gov GKomO TNV TapATOoT) TG aywviog Tov acBevong 1 TG d1ad1KaGioG TOV
Bavdatov. Otav o Bepamevtikn mapéuPoocn dev Exel kKavévo OPeAOS Yo Tov acBevr| Kot Tapateivel
amAMG LN OVOSTPEYLLEG KATACTAGELG OV VITAPYEL EMOTIULOVIKO Kol NOKO €peioiLa yio TNV YpNoN TS,
[ToAAég dieBveic peréteg €yovv deilel mwg 1 amdoLPoN N N U] KAMUAK®ON TG oyyng epaproletal 6To
50-70% tov acbevdv tov tebaivovy voonievouevol otigc ME®.

Av Kot To KPUTp1aL yio, TNV amdeupon 1 Un KAMUAK®GT TG aymyng €yeipovv ToAd n0Kd Kot vopikd,
dsuppata, eoiveton Twg epappolovtal oe acheveic pe: (o) TPOOSEVTIKY TOAVOPYAVIKY OVETAPKELD TOV
eEeMooetal VIO TANPN BePATEVTIKY VITOGTHPIEN Y®PIC TNV duvaTOHTNTO VO BEPATEHGOVLLE T YEVEGLOVPYO
artio (B) Tehkov otadiov averdpkela (OTIKGOV opydvmv ympic TNV SuvaTdTNTo LETALOCYEVONG 1)
EMOPKOVS KOl LEYAANG YPOVIKNG OLEPKELNG VITOKAUTAGTOGTG TOV 0pYdvov pe Texvntd péoa: (Y) TAnpn
ATOAELD TOV CVTOVOUOV (OTIKOV AETTOVPYLOV LETE OO LN OvaSTPEYIUN EYKEPAAKT BAAPT - (8) TeAKOD
otadiov ypovia 1 Kakondn vocso 1 omoia dev pmopel vo petafindei pe omowadnnote Beponeia.

129-4-2017 13:00-14:30 Zvvedpio: 23 O mpoypouuotiouévog Odvatog. Omhia 1n: YouTube=-US5BIwkRy g
15:55. ApBpo: vroPorn 29-4-2017- amodoyn 10-10-2022- kpion amd opdteyvoug (peer review) dyt. Av o
60VOEGLOL 6TV KOPLOT| AVTNG TNG GeAidag dev Aettovpyovv: > ITPAKTIKA: celida 21: vmoonueiowon 6.
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EMVIKY TpoypoTkOTTow. Xt10: «I1ote Tpémer va [leQoivoue, (TITIII). Ipaxtika 1ov Aismiotnuovikod Xoumociov,
Tovemotiuio loovvivov, 28-30 Arpiliov 2017. ISBN 978-960-233-288-7». Exdoceig [Tavemompiov loavvivay,

amobetfiplo Olvumidg. 7 Ampiiiov 2024, ApBpo X31: o¢ 5. https://olympias.lib.uoi.gr/jspui/handle/123456789/33244
& http://dx.doi.org/10.26268/heal.u0i.12999.

2 Kafnyntic Evratucic Ogpameiac, Tuiua Iatpucig, Zyoin Emotnudv Yysiog, Havemompmo Ioavvivay.
AtevBuving ME® III'NI and to 2016. T'evviinke ot Ormnmiddo Nopov IpeBéing to 1961. ITtuyxtovyog latpikig
YyoMg tov Ebvikov kot Kamodiotprakov [avemiotnpiov Abnvov (1988). Anéktnoe Tov Titho Tov £101K00
Xetpovpyod 10 1995. Amo to 1995 péypt onpepa aoyohreitar pe v latpikn g Evtoatikig Oepansiog apyitkd og
empeAntg tov EXY omv ME® tov [II'N Ioavvivev kot peténsita og péhog AEIT tov Iavemompiov loavvivev
670 YVOOoTIKO avTikeipevo g Evratig Ogpaneiog amd to 2006 péypt onjpepa. Ta epguvntikd tov evolapépova
gotwafovtol oty Aotuméetg, o ARDS kot ta {ntipata mov Tpokdmtovy 6to T€A0g TG Long Tmv Bapiéng
nacyoviov acdevov. Bioypaguko: https://med.uoi.gr/ > Mékn AEIT > Kovlovpag. Vpkoulouras@yahoo.gr.
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H amovsio vopkod mioiciov kol katevhuvinplov odnyidv 6Ty YOpo oG £XEL GOV ATOTEAEGLLOL
aPeVOg LeV TNV elcay@yn OAmv TV Bapémg tacyoviov otnv ME® apetépov b tnv Un epapuoyn
PETPOV amdovpong. O TUPUTAVE® TPUKTIKEG EXOVV GOV ATOTEAEGHO () TNV TOPOTETAUEVT] VOO AL
acevadv Gg QUTIKN KATAGTOON TOL dgv Popov va (Rcovy ektog MEG- (B) tnv didyvon tng aicbnong
patotomoviog oty Bepamentiky opdda: (y) emmpdcsbeta, To KOGTOC Yl TNV VoonAeia acfevdv mov dev
€yovv mhavotnta eniPimong otepel TOADTILOVE TOPOLG amd AAAOVG acbeveic.

H npoomdBeia yio tnv aAloyn avtdv TV apvnTiKOV TPoKTIKOV 8o pumopovoe va Paciotel og (o)
dnovpyio BEcE®V OPOPOVING 0TTd TNV ETCTNUOVIKT KOWOTNTA, (B) VOUIKT KATOYVP®GT] TOVGS, Kot (V)
TPOYPALLLATO, EKTOIOEVGTS TOV TPOCHOTLKOV.

AEEEIC-KAEWOWL: KOTOANKTIKG TTOOY WV, PUTIKN KOTATTO0H, OmOo0Pal aywyNg, totoiotyta oty MEO, exoyyeiuotikny
eCovbévwan oty MEO, kéotog MEG®, un mopoyn aywyng, un kiiudxwon Gepanciog, potaiomovia otn ME®O, nbixa
ovnuuoza otn ME®, deovioloyika dilfjuuote oty ME®, vouuka dilfjuuote oty MEO, fopéwg naoywy,
TOPATETOUEV] VOOTNAELR, AVTOVOUES {WTIKES AE1TOVPYIES, 1] avaoTpéyiun eykepolikh fLafn, télog e {wig,
Gavazog pe alronpéneia, allonpenic Odavarog, kaldg Oavarog, kaxog Bavarog, wpaiog Oavarog, ev-0dvarog, PLog
Bavazog, avapiuog Gavarog, uebmpyiog Oavarog, mpowpog Bavarog, Bavarog Tpiv v wpa Tov, BavaTog Ty Mpa.
700, Bdvarog ueTd ™y wpo. Tov, ueTdwpos Bavarog, abavaoia, evbavacio, dvebovaocia, Tpobavaaio, uetabovooio,
uetabavazia paxpolwio, wote mpémet vo. mebaivoue, I, wote opeiloue vo webaivoue, TTOI1, nws npémet vo.
rebaivoue, oI, yioti mpémer va weBaivoue, TTI.

Critically ill: end-of-life decisions: The Greek reality?

Vasilios Koulouras*

University of loannina, School of Medicine, Intensive Care Unit (ICU) of the loannina University General
Hospital (IUGH)

Summary

The explosive growth of Intensive Care Units (ICUs) in recent decades has brought to the fore many
dilemmas both for the admission criteria of patients and for the level of patient support. Many scientific
bodies in Europe have suggested that intensive care cannot be aimed at prolonging the patient’s agony or
the dying process. When a therapeutic intervention has no benefit for the patient and simply prolongs
irreversible conditions there is no scientific and moral basis for its use. Many international studies have
shown that withdrawal or non-escalation of treatment is applied to 50-70% of patients who die while
hospitalized in ICUs.

829-4-2017 13:00-14:30 Session: S3 The programed death. Speech 1: YouTube=-U5BIWkRy g 15:55. Paper:
submitted 29 Apr 2017; accepted 10 Oct 2022; no peer reviewed. If the links at the top of the first page do not work:
> Top of the 1st page: PROCEEDINGS: page 22: footnote 10.

Cite this article: Koulouras V. «Critically ill: End-of-life decisions. The Greek reality». In: «When Should We Die?
(WnSWD). Proceedings of the 1st Interdisciplinary Symposium. University of loannina, Greece, April 28-30, 2017.
ISBN 978-960-233-288-7». University of loannina Publications, Olympias repository. April 7, 2024. Paper S31: ps 5.
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4 Professor of Intensive Care, Faculty of Medicine, School of Health Sciences, University of loannina, Greece.
Director of the loannina University Hospital ICU since 2016. Born (1961) in Philippiada, Prefecture of Preveza.
Graduated from the School of Medicine of the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (1988). He
obtained the title of specialist surgeon in 1995. From 1995 until today, he has been involved in intensive care
medicing, initially as a supervisor of the Greek National Health System in the ICU of the IUGH and later as a
faculty member of the University of loannina in the field of intensive care from 2006. His research interest is
focused on infections, ARDS and the issues arising at the end of life of critically ill patients. CV:
https://med.uoi.gr/ > Faculty Members > Koulouras (accessed 10-10-2022). vpkoulouras@yahoo.qgr.
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Although the criteria for withdrawal or non-escalation of treatment raise many ethical and legal
dilemmas, they seem to be applied to patients with: (a) progressive multiorgan failure that evolves under
full therapeutic support without the possibility of treating the generative cause; (b) final stage failure of
vital organs without the possibility of transplantation or adequate and long-term replacement of the organ
by artificial means; (c) complete loss of autonomous vital functions after irreversible brain damage; (d)
end-stage chronic or malignant disease which cannot be altered by any treatment.

The absence of a legal framework and guidelines in our country results in the admission of all
seriously ill patients to the ICU on the one hand and the non-application of withdrawal measures on the
other. The above practices result in (a) the prolonged hospitalization of patients in a vegetative state who
cannot live outside the ICU; (b) the diffusion of a sense of futility in the treatment team; (c) in addition,
the cost of hospitalizing patients who do not have chance of survival deprives other patients of valuable
resources.

The effort to change these negative practices could be based on (a) creation of consensus positions
by the scientific community, (b) their legal recognition, and (c) staff training programs.

Keywords: terminally ill patient, vegetative state, treatment withdrawal, ICU futility, ICU burnout, ICU cost,
treatment withholding, non-escalation of treatment, ICU non-treatment, ICU moral dilemmas, ICU ethical
dilemmas, ICU legal dilemmas, ICU exhaustion, autonomous vital functions, irreversible brain damage, seriously
ill, prolonged hospitalization, end of life, dying with dignity, good death, mature death, premature death,
postmature death, immortality, efthanassia, euthanasia, dysthanassia, prothanassia, metathanassia, posthumous
longevity, when should we die, WnSWD, when must we die, WnMWD, how should we die, HSWD, why should we
die, WySWD.

H éxpnén rov Movadov Evratikig Ogpancios (MEQ)

H expnxtikn avantvuén tov Movadwv Evtatikng Ogpanciog (ME®) Tig tedevtaieg dekaetieg £pepe 010
TPOCKNVIO TOAAY SIAA T TOGO Y10l TO KPLTHPLOL EI0AYMYNG TOV AcHevdY 0G0 Kol Y10 TO ENITESO
vrooTPENs TV aclevav. IToAlol emotnuovikoi popeig otnv Evponn €xovv mpoteivel 41 1) evtatikyg
QPOoVTIdN OV UTOpPEL VaL €Y1 GOV GKOTO TNV TAPATOOT) TNG Ay®Viog Tov 0.60evoie 1| Tg dlodikaciog Tov
Oavdatov. Otav o Oepomevtikn TapépPacn dev £xel kavéve OQEAOG Yo TOV aclevi] Kot Tapateivel
ATAMG U1 OVAGTPEYIUEG KOTAGTAGELS OEV VITAPYEL EMOTNUOVIKO Kot OIKO Epelcua Yo Ty ¥pNon Tne.
Me Baon avtég Tig apyéc SnUoctevoviat ava TaKTd SacTHATo EBVIKEG 001 Yieg KOl KATELOLVTIPIEC
YPOUUEG LE GTOYO TNV KAAVTEPT Stayeipion TV Papiémg TacyOvVImV acdevdv mov Ppickovtal 6To TEAOC
g Cong tovg. Tavtdypova vioBetnOnkay Kot opiopoi OTwe 1 andsVPon Kot 1 U1 KAMUAK®OOT) TOV
Bepancvtikdv péowv yio TV amopuyn cvyyvone. H andovpon (withdrawing) kot n pn kAypdkoon
(withholding) avagépovtatl 6ty oTadioKkn andcvpon OA®V TV BEPATEVTIKOV HEGMY TOL oM
gpappolovtol 1 TV Un mopoyn vEwv BepaneuTIKOV HETPOV OTav 1) Topeio Tov acbevoic kpivetat pun
avaotpéyun. Ta Ogpamevtikd ovtd pétpo propel vo eivarl n yprion apokabopong, ot LETAYYIoELS, Ot
avTIPLOCELS, TO OYYELOSPACTIKG PAPUOKO VIO TNV SOTNPNCT TG APTNPLOKNG TEGNG, 1| UNXUVIKY
avamTVOT, 1 KApO1o0vVaTVELSTIKN ovalmoyovion KTA. AV Kot 1 amdcupon TOV BEPUTEVTIKGOV PLETPWV
umopel va emonevcel Tov 0avato Tov acBevohg avTd dev epunvedETUL WG TPOKANGN Bovatov aAlE mg
advvapio va avaotpaei 1 mopeio Tov acbevovg mpog Tov BAvarto, omoTE SV VIAPYEL VOULKO Kol 10uco
£PEICLULA Y1OL TNV XPNON LETPOV OV OEV EIVOL OPEALLA Y10 TOV 0COEVT.

[ToAAéc drebBveic peréteg £xovv deilel MG M ATOGLPCT KoL 1) 1| KAUAK®GN TNG Oy®YNS
gpappolovtar oto 50-70% tv acbevav Tov tebaivouv voonievdpevol otic ME®, evd éva m06ooTd
pikpotePo amd 20% veiotatol KapdloavamveELSTIKT oval®moyovnoT LETA amd ovOKOT. AV Kol To
KPUTHPLL Y10, TNV amdOGUPGN 1 U KAUOK®OOT] TG Ay®@yNG EYEIPOVY TOAAG nOucd, Kot VOUIKA STA ot
paivetal Tog epappdlovrol oe acbeveig pe: [IpoodevTikn ToAvOpYaVIKY averdpKelo Tov eEeMaceTal Lo
AP Bepamevtikn VTOSTHPIEN YWPIG TNV dvvaTdtnTa Vo BepamedsovpLe T Yevesiovpyo artio. Telucod
otadiov avemdpkela {OTIKOV 0pyAvmV ¥®pig TNV SUVOTOTNTO LETAUOGKEVONG 1] EXOPKOVS KO LEYAANG
YPOVIKNG S1EPKELOG VITOKATAGTACTG TOL OPYAvoL e TeyvNTa péca. [TANpn andieia Tov avtdvoumy
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{OTIKOV AEITOVPYLOV HETA OO UN AvASTPEYIUN EYKEPAALKT PAGPT. TeAkoh otadiov ypdvia 1| kakonong
voc0g 1 omoia dev umopel va petafAndei pe omoadnmote Bepamneia.

O mapevépyereg TS EkPnéng

Ot amopdcelg yio, TNV andcvpon TV Bepanentikdy pécwv Pacilovial o€ TPOyeEVEGTEPES 001YiEC TOD
aoBgvoDG 0ALA KoL GTNV GLUVOTOPACT) TNG OIKOYEVELNG e TOVG Bepdmovteg 1atpovs. Tig amopdoels avTég
EVIGYVOVVY Kot VTooTNpilovy Kot o1 0dnyieg Tov ZupPovAiov g Evpdang mov avaeépetl dti 1 teyvnty
TAPATOCT TNG S1dIKaGiog TOL BavAaTov dev umopel vo amoterel GKOTO TG LATPIKNG KOl OTEIAEL TNV
a&rompémeto, Tov 0c0gvoig 0 omoiog &xel To Stkaimpo Tov avTokadopiopoD TG OepamevTiKig aymyNg.>

H amovcio vopkod mloiciov kat katevhuvinplov odNyidv and ToVg EXGTNUOVIKOVG POPELG GTNV
YD LLOG EYEL GOV ATOTEAEGLO APEVOC UEV TNV ElCAY®YN OA®V TOV Papéng Tocyoviov otny ME®
ave&opTNTOG TPOYVMOOTG KOl APETEPOV TNV U1 EQAPUOYT LETP®V amdGLPONG 1 U KAMUAKOGNC UETH, TNV
gloaymyn Toue. Ol TOPATAVED TPAKTIKEG EYOVV GOV OTOTELECUA TV TAPAUTETAUEVT Voo Agia acbevav o
PLTIKN KATAGTAGT TOV deV UmopovV va {Roovy ektdg ME® kat thv doknon "elcoyyeMKNG-UOVTIKNG
TpIkng”, mov onpaivel 0Tt 0 YlaTpog dev evepyel e Pdon Tig PEATIOTEC TPOUKTIKES TNG LOTPIKNG
EMOTAUNG OAAG pe Pdom Tig e€nynoels mov Ba Tpémel va dMOEL GE TEPIMTMOT SIKACTIKNG HlmENG Tov.
Tavtoypova n datpnon achevodv og TeEMKO 6Tdd10 Yo efdopnades anethel TV AELOTPENELD TOVG, EVD
mpokaiel dudyvtn aicBnomn potatomoviag oty Oepamevtikn opdda. Emmpocheta to k6oTOG Y100 TNV
vooneia acbevav mov dev Exovv mlavoTnTa EMPimong otepel TOADTILOVG TOPOVS ATtd AAAOVG acbeveic,
EVA TOVTOYPOVO EVOVVETAL KO Y10 TNV OVATTTUEN TOAVOVOEKTIKOV LKPOPimV, TOV £XEL GOV OTOTELECHLA
v avénon g voenpotrag, tng HvntodTnTag Kot ToVv KOGTOVG VOoTAElng OA®V TV VO AELOUEVDV
Bapéwg maoyovimv acBevdv aveEapTiTmg TG aLTiag E160ymYNG TOVG.

O1 LEAETEG KOTAYPAPTC TOV OTOWYEDY TOV EMAYYEALATIOV VYELOG GYETIKA LE TIC OMOPAGELS TTOV
aPOPOvV T0 TEAOG TG LoNS TV acbevdv 6N ¥dpa Log eivol GTopadtKES. OUPOVO LLE TO ATOTEAEGLLOTOL
oo Lol TETOW HEAETN QOIVETOL TG CTAVIO. AOoGVPETAL 1) BepamevTiKy aymyn aKoun Kot o€ acOeveig
Yopic eEAmida emPiwong, evd cuyvn elval 1 un EQappoyn Kopdl00VATVELSTIKNG avalmoyovnong HETA ard
AVOKOTT. ZOVIOUO OVOUEVOVTOL VO ONHOGIEVHOVV TO. ATOTEAEGUATO OO L0, LEYAAT TOAVKEVTPIKT
UEAETT OO TNV EPEVVITIKT] OULASN LG CYETIKG LE TIG AMOYELS TMV EMUYYEALATIOV VYEING Y10l TIG
amoPacelg 6To TEAOC TG (NG, ZOUPOVO, LIE TO, ATOTEAEGLOTO TMV OVOVIUOY EPOTNUATOAOYIOV TNG
UEAETNG LG TTOV ALPOPOVV TNV TAELOVOTNTA TNG YDPOS PAIVETOL TOC Ol ATTOYELS TOV EMOYYEALATIOV
VYelag 0eV SLOPEPOVV AT AVTEG TOV TPoTEivovTaL OTIG O1eBVEIG 00N YiEg KO TIG KOTAYEYPAUEVES
TPOKTIKES. TeEAKA OP®G KApLd 0md TIC TPOUKTIKES OVTEG OV EQUPUOLETAL AOY® TNG amOVGing ETioT UMV
00MYL®V OO TOLG EMGTNOVIKOVG POPELg kot Tov PpOPov g dikaotikng diméng. H mpoondbeia yia tnv
aAAOYT] CLTAV TOV OPYNTIKOV TPOKTIKOV O propovoe va faciotel ot dnuovpyio BEcemv opopmviag
Ao TNV EMIGTNLUOVIKT KOWVOTNTO, TNV TPOSTADELN VOUIKNG KOTOXDPWOGNG TOVS KOl GE TPOYPALLOTO
EKTAIOEVOTG TOV TPOCMTTIKOV.

Yopnépoaopa: H Oepoancio Tov mapevepyetav

H oAdayn tov apyntikdv Tpoktikdv 0o pmopovoe vo Paciotel o€ (o) dnuovpyio B€cewv opoemviag and
TNV EMOTNUOVIKT KowotnTa, (B) VOUKY| KaToy0pmoNG Tovg, Kat (7) TPOYPALLLATO EKTOIOEVGTS TOV
TPOGMTKOV.

ZVYKPOVOPEVE GCURPEPOVTA

Agv vrdpyovv. O cvyypapéas eivar Kabnyntig Evtatikig Ogpamneiog kot Aevbuvtiic MEO.

Bipioypagia

5 T'kapdvn-Tlaraddtov T. «To téhog g (owng: H mpocéyyion tov ZvpPovriov g Evponng». “Ilpaxtika 1ov
Migmotnuovikod Zvuroaiov Iote Ipérer va [leBoivoue, (IIIII), [ovemotiuio Ioavvivwv, 28-30 Arpiliov 2017 .
Exdoceic [Mavemompiov Ioavvivov, arobetpio Oivpmids. Kopven 1ng oelidag > ITIPAKTIKA > T18 > 6.
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