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Hepiinyn

To Aixato kot €181k6TEPO, TO TOWIKO d1KO10, TOV TPOGTAUTEVEL TV avOpdMvn {1 Kol OAC TO GT|LLOVTIKG
ayofd Tov aTOHoL (TPOCOTIKA 1 TEPLOVGLUKAE), AVTIETOMILEL TO EpdTNUO. TOTE apyilel KOl TOTE TEAELDVEL
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TPOGTATEVOUEVOV yalBdV. AKOUN OLLMS KOt Y10, TOV TPOGOOPIGLLE TNG £vvolag Tov BavdTov, To dikato dev
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OKOTUOTNTAS, 16MG AKOUT KOl OLOTL 1] YVAOOT| OV TOPEYEL EOM 1) WTPIKT EMGTAUN JEV €ival TOGO GTEPEN
ka1 BEPan 600 Ba mepipeve kaveic. Me Tov TpoOmO WTOV amd TNV 0probdETon TEPACULE EUUEST 1) GUECH
otV a&loddynon g {ong kot Tov Bavatov. H évvola Aowtdév tov Bavdtov sivar e&aptnuévn amd
TEYVOAOYIO T®V UETAHOCKEVCEMV OALY KOl OTTO TIG KOWMVIKEG TApad0YEG Kot akompotnteg. Mali opwmg pe
TIg 0&10A0YNOELG Yo TNV €vvola Tov Bavdtov mepdoape Kot otig abtoroynoelg yo ™ (on. Middue miéov
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Death and euthanasia: legal and philosophical questions?

Nikolaos Bitzilekis
School of Law, Aristotle University of Thessaloniki (AUTh)

Summary

The Law, and in particular the criminal law, which protects human life and all the important assets of the
individual (personal or property), deals with the question of when human life begins and when it ends in
order to define the person it protects, that is, the carrier of protected goods. But even for determining the
meaning of death, the law does not work without normative criteria that express socio-political choices,
choices of expediency, perhaps even because the knowledge that medical science provides here is not as
solid and certain as one might expect. In this way, from demarcation we passed indirectly or directly to
the evaluation of life and death. So, the concept of death is dependent on the technology of transplants but
also on social assumptions and expediencies. But together with the evaluations about the meaning of
death we also moved on to the evaluations of life. We are now talking about good and bad life, about life
that is worth living and about life that is not worth living. Even the distinction between active and passive
euthanasia, the concept of hastening death or simply not prolonging the agony of death, express this
attitude of ours towards life and death, so that we speak of dignified or undignified death. But when is a
painful death bad or rather undignified? According to the logic of euthanasia, a painful life without
perspective is bad, so death that interrupts such a life is good because it saves human dignity. But what is
the meaning of pain and to what extent does it offend human dignity? When does life cease to have
perspective and meaning? And why would hastening death be the only dignified treatment of the
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sufferer? Why is a painful life necessarily bad and meaningless? What follows is that all these questions
need answers, while the contradictions presented by the answers given at the regulatory level are
unfortunately unavoidable.

Keywords: criminal law and death, brain stem necrosis, transplants, life worth living, meaningful life, life
without perspective, life not worth living, life with meaning, meaningless life, painful life, life without
perspective, painful death, human dignity, dignified death, undignified death, good death, bad death, mature
death, premature death, postmature death, immortality, euthanasia, efthanassia, dysthanassia, prothanassia,

metathanassia, posthumous longevity, when should we die, WnSWD, when must we die, WnMWD, how
should we die, HSWD, why should we die, WySWD.

I. To mpoPinua g evbavaciog, OTmMG Kol OAX TO GNUAVTIKG TPoPARpaTa TG Aeyouevng Brondwkng,
oTpEPOVTAL YOP® amd dV0 KeEVTIPIKEC £vvoleg TG ovOpdmvng vmapéng, T {on Kot tov Bdvato. To Alkato
Kol ed1koTepa To TTovikd Aikato avtipetonilel o epdnuo Tote apyilel Kot TOTE TEAEIMVEL 1] AVOpOTIVY
{on TpoKePEVOL VO 0piGEL TO TPOGHOTO TO OTOI0 TPOGTATEVEL. LT GYETIKN Aomdv cu{ntnon av o
vBpmmog mebaivel pe TNV TOHGT TOL KOPSIOOVATVELGTIKOD TOAUOD 1] UE TNV TAHGT] T®V AEITOVPYIDOV TOV
gyke@drov o EAAnvog vopoB£tng, Tpokelévon va oVTIETMTIGEL TO KOWMVIKO TPOPANIO TV
HETOROGYEVGEMY, VI0BETNGE TN € d1eBVEC TALOV eMinedO KPATOVGH OVTIATYN Y10 TOV EYKEPAAIKO
Odvato. Bacet tov dpBpov 9 map. 5 v.3984/2011 kpiripro yio v exélevon tov Bavatov gival n vékpmaon
TOV EYKEPOALKOD GTEAEXOVG. Apa. 1 VEKPMOOT) TOV EYKEQOAKOD GTEAEXOVG onuaivel Tov Bdvato Tov
avOpdOTOV LOVO EQPOCOV Ol AEITOVPYIEC AAAWY OPYAV®VY d10TPOVVTOL E TEXVNTA HEca Kot Oyt Befaimg
OTOV 0 KOPOOAVATVEVGTIKOG TOALOC Asttovpyel avtoduvapme. H apaipeorn Aoumdv avtig e TEXVIKIG
vrootnPEng dev amoterel Bavatwon avlpdmov, Kabdg Le T VEKPWOOT] TOV EYKEQOAKOV GTEAEYOVG £XEL
Nnon eméABet 0 BAvaTog KoL EYOVLE VO KAVOLLLE TAEOV LE VEKPO.

AKOUN AomdV KO Y10 TOV TPOGIIOPIGHO TNG £vvolag Tov Bovdtov to dikao dev Asttovpyel xopic
KOVOVIGTIKG KPLTHPLOL TOL EKQPALOVY KOWVOVIKOTOAMTIKES EMAOYEG, EMAOYEG CKOTLOTNTOG, 100G EMEWN
N YVOOT OV TOPEYEL EOM 1) WUTPIKT EMOTHUN deV glval 1660 otépea kal BERain 600 Oa mepieve Kaveig.
H évvola Aowdv tov Bavatov givar e€aptnuévn amod T TeXVOA0Yio T®V LETOUOCYEVGEDY GALY KO OO TIG
KOW®VIKEG TopadoyEg Kol oKomuotnteg. Endpevo etvat mhéov 4Tt kot ta ep@TANOTA Eival TTOAAG, Kol Ot
AVTIPACELG O€ KOVOVIOTIKO EMIMESO OVUTOPEVKTEG.

I1. O oty wepinToon g Auproons gpovricape va arrhdovpe Tig £vvoleg, MOTE Vo YAOOLV TO
ndokovmviKd Toug optio, SNAAST LIAGUE CTILEPA Y10 TEXVITY| SLOKOTT TG EYKVHLOGUVNC, ToVILOVTOG
€701 O0TL TO KPIGHO Elval 1 EYKLHOGVVI TOV SLOKOTTETAL KOt 0L TO EUPpvo mov Bavatdveral, e Tov 1010
TPOTO [AdpEe Kot Yio evBavacio og Tpdxkinomn evog kalol Bavdtov, og evepyesia. Me Tov TPOTO aVTOV
amo TV oprobénon mepdoape ppeca M dueoa oty a&lordynon g {ong kot tov Bavdtov. Mihaue
A0V Yo koA Ko kaxn {on, yia {on mov eitvar a&la kot yuo {on mov givar ava&ia va Prmbel. I1ote opmg
glvol Kakog 1 LaAlov ava&lompenng Evag emmovvog Bdvatog;

2OUPOVa LE TN AoYKN NG evbavaciog kakn givor pia enddvvn {on Yopig TpoonTiKy, ondTE O
Bdvartog mov drakomtet po térowa Lo gival kaddg, Epocov dacmdlel TNV avBpamivn a&lompéneto. AALG
Yo TOW0 TOVO PAGLE Kol Katd TOc0 dpaye avtds TposPaiiet Tnv avBpomivn a&onpénea; [1ote  Lom
avEL va £xel TPoomTiK Kot vomuo; Kot yati n eniomevon tov Oavatov Oa ftav n povn a&lompenng
HeTayElIpLoN TOV TAGYOVTOC;

To TG AoutdV GTEKOUUGTE ATEVAVTL GTOV TOVO, EXEL VO, KAVEL UE TO TOG GTEKOUAOGTE UTEVOVTL GTO
vrapélokd pog TpdPAnpa, oto epd@TN av 1 LN Hag £xel KATo10 VoML, aKOUN dONANOT Kol O€ ETMOVVES
KOTOOTAGELS, N oV avTH OeV givan Timote dALO amd i exryeipnon emifiowons. 261060 TO diK10 dEV
amovtd dpeca 6to VIToPELaKO epOTNIO. AAA®GTE OAOG O TOMTIGUOC oG, LETAED TOL OO0V Kot O
VOUIKOG oG TOMTIGUOGC, elvat OTiaypévog ympic To vap&lakd ovtd TPOPANLLN, OIKOdOUNUEVOS GT ANOT
Tov Bavdtov 1 KaAvTepa 6TV WevdaicOnomn g avumapéiog Tov. Ilpodketton pe dAha Adyla y1” ovtd TO
okotddl mov o Heidegger ovopace “Anon tov Eivarl”, mov pog odnyei va amokpomtovpe tov dvoro,
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avalntovrtag évav otabepd epnovyacuod yu avtov. Tov aviyetonilovpe cuvibmg MG Eva AvaTOPEVKTO
KK, Oeopdvtag 0TL 1 {ON UTopel va TopeveTal YmPIG Ko va Tpocdtopiletal amd auTov.

Avt Aowdv M amovcic, OVTOA0YIKoD TPOPANUATICUOD PAIVETOL GTO dVO HEYOAN TOPOdETY LT
VRLOPELOKNG PUOTG, OMEVOVTL GTO 07010 TO AlKOO GTEKETAL LE ATTAEG KOVOVIGTIKESG EMAOYEC, OTIC
MEPUTTAOGELS TNG EVaPENS TNG LG Kot TOV TEAOVG NG, G€ AVTEG TV aUPADCEDY Kot TG evBovacias. Edd
01 EMAOYEG LOG KPOPOUVY [ ATOLKIGTIKN 101K, cOUemVa, e TV onoia otabuilovpe to cupeépovtd
LG KOTA TNV AmOALTY HOG KPIoT Kot eTAoyn, xovtag Tnv yevdaictnon 0Tt Stapopedvovpe Evay
TOMTIGUO IOV TPOAYEL TNV EAeLBEPiD KO TO ATOHLKE STKAIOUATO. AVTOD TOL €100VG 0 AVOPOTIGHOG
diémet kon T Aoykn tng evbavacioc. Mkdue yo g Pacaviotikn {on Kot Ttpootadoipe va
amoAloyoOpE omd aLTY, EMGTEVSOVTAG TOV BAVOTO ¢ AVTPmOT 0td ToV TOVO Kot TV 0dvvr. [Ipdkerton
Y10 T AOYIKT| TOV 0vOOLVOL 76400¢, TOV NOOVIKOTEPOV TEPAGLATOC GTO Timote. Mmpootd dniadn o Eva
emikeipevo (Kot em®@OLVO) TEA0G, LOVO 0vTd TO TIMOTE, LOVO 1 0ictnon ¢ amdAslog SikaloAoyel Kot
“voppomotel” tnv evbavacio. H a-Aoyio Tov movov aviyetomileton pe v a-Aoyia tov Bovdtov: dnladn
€vog TOvoc o dev Exel vonpa kot Aoykn teppotileTot pe Evav Bavato mov emiong ogv £yl vonua Kot
Loyua. 'Etot ptdoape oto onueio va puddpe mépa and 1o dikaiopo otn {on Kot yio dikaiopo 6tov
Odvaro, intdvtag and v Evvoun téén va avayvopicel otov kabéva v efovaio va anoeacilet yio to
g ko wote Ba meBdvel. Me dAla Adyla To dtopo avalntd tnv e€ovoia (tTnv avayvopiopévn amd Toug
dAlovg e€ovaia) Oyt LOVO va eTidyvel T (N Tov OTt®g BEAEL, aALA KoL va TNV KataAdel 6mote Bédel. Kot
O\ o TH OEPEAMOUEVD GE IO LETOUOVTEPVO, EPUNVETIL TOL SIKAIDOUATOG GTNV EAeVOePT avATTLEN TNG
TPOCMOTIKOTNTOG.

II1. Apijvovtag 6pmg T 6viTNGTN GYETIKA UE TNV AVAYVAPLGT EVOS OIKILONATOS 6TOV OdvaTto, N
omoia Ba voppomolovoe TANP®S Oyl LOVo TV avtokTovia Kot kébe cuppetoyn o€ avty AL ©¢ Evav
Babuod icwg kot v avBpmmoxtovia pe cuvaiveon, To kpioyo gival mote Prdveton o avaglonpenng (on
wote va givar embountog vag kohog Bdvatog. [Noti pa emddvvn {on etvor Kat’ avaykr kot Kok, Yot
otepeiTon VONUATOG;

H @Bopd ko 0 BGvotoc eivar avamogpevkto otoyyeia tng avOpomivng ovtoroyiag. Kat kdtt mov
amotelel atoyeio ¢ avOpdTIVN G ovToloyiog dev umopel va eival KaAd 1 Kakd, ival OTADS GTOLYELD TNG
vmopéng poc. Mdovo n dwaxeipion| tov gival kaAn 1 Kakr. Agv givol Aomov avoa&lompemc 0 avOpwmog mov
ToVd, avOELOTPETNG Elvar 1 TPAEN TTOV EMPEPEL TOVO GE AAAOV N 1] TAPAAELYT AOPLYNS 1 AUPAvVoNg
auToL TOoV TOVOL. OVTE alonpenng lvar 1| emionevon Tov Bavdtov o pia TETolo TEPINTMON, A&lOTPETNG
glvar n epovtida, 1 mapnyopid, N oTNPEN TOL TAGYKOVTOS, 1| AVOPOTIVY GYECT TOV ATAADVEL TOV TOVO, N
petoyn 6tov Tvo Tov dAAoL, 1 Guv-tdvota. Movo mov avtn 1 TepinTmon BEAEL kOmo, Buoia,
AVTOTPOGPOPE, BEAEL GAAN GYEom Kol AAAN Priocopio (oNg, Le TV omoia HETPLETAL 1] aELOTPETELD KOt 1)
ava&lompémela.

Otov pio Kowmvio amoppinTel TOV ApP®CTO, TOV AVATNPO 1 TOV TpoPfAnuatikd, Oempmvtag Tov oyt
VIOPKTIKO TNG KOUUATL, GTOLYEL0 dNAGON TNG VIOPKTIKNG TNG TANPOTNTOG KOl OAOKAT PGS, AAAG Lol
atvyio g (ong, eumddio Yo TNV gvtouyia, TNV AVEST, ATOUIKT 1] KOW®VIKT, €ivol 1) 1010 [io ovamnpn
Kowmvia mov poonabel va {oEL e VTOKATACTUTO KOl OVTOTATEG, [e WELAUIGONGELS Kot TPOsSHOTELQ.
Baoiletat o€ évav undeviopd tomov Nitoe, mov Bewpel tnv N0k og Tpo@OAatn TV amdKANPOV Kol
mapnyopld tov eEacbevnuévov, d10acKovTag Tov GEBOCIO OTN LOipa, GE OVTH OV ALEL GTOV 0OVVATO
“eEapavicov”. 'H Paciletol icmg og Evav apueiopntodpevo Tpoayuatiopd mov Aéel «O oHuepIVOS KOGUOG
Oo. rov kaAdtepog am’ o,T1 eival, av €ite @) 01 APPWOTOl Kol avamnpol wov (ovv de facto oe avtov dev HTow
appwaotol § ovarnpol, eite f5) avti avtwv {ovooy oty Géan tovg aAlot avBpwmor wov dev Ba frav dppwarol
7 avamnpowy. I1660 Ou®g KaADTEPOG Bal NTaV Evag TETOL0G KOGHOG Kot TL KOGHOG dpaye Bo Tav ovTog;
Tnv Kowvevia v eTidyvouy Kot o1 adHVOLOL Kot pp®cTot, 10Tl TPOGPEPOLY GE VT TNV VITAPKTIKY TNG
OLTOGLVEIONGIO KO TV TPOCTOTELOLV OO TNV YELOAIGONGN TNG ACPAAELNG KoL TNV KATAGTPOPT TNG
araloveiog.

Méca Aomdv and KatacTdoelg “Sroloyikns kpions”, avOpOTIVOL dNANOT TOVOL Kol AVEYELOGC,
dayryvookel o AvBpwmog oyt Lovo 1o eBaptd Kot eprpepo, dokiudlovrag v aéia Tov 6Td®V Tov, dALd
TOAD TTEPIGGATEPO TO. OPLE TOV, AVOLYEL TIG VITOPKTIKES TOL TPOOTTIKES, EEPEVYEL 0d TO TVIyN PO EYd,
01KOOOUMVTOG T OYECT TOL Ue Tov GAlov. H amdyvawon and pia tétoto kpion mpoceépet eniyvwon. ESd 1
ayann dev Topapével cuvaicnua, yiveton {mn, onpiovpyet vapén, otacnd to Tviynpd Eym, v aicOnon
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TNG OVTAPKELNG KOl 15YV0G, TOAAATANGIALEL TNV DapéEn PHECO 0o TN GYECT), OTMG KOl GE PLOAOYIKO
eminedo molamlactdletor 1 {on pe T S1GCTOCT) TOV KUTTAPOV, LE TO GTOPO OV SIHADETUL GTT YN Y10 VO,
mapdéel kapmd. 'V ovtd Kot TETolEg KOTaoTAoES “froloyikic kpiong” dev eival dAoyeg, kpOPouv vonua,
TPOCPEPOLY GTOV AvOpmTOo TNV gvkatpio, va avaAdfetl Ty evBHVN Tov MG eAeVBEPO ov. Agv givar 0KOLO
V0L TO KOTOVONOEL Kaveic, Otav PAETEL va ypepileTar e TOGT VKoM OAOG EKEIVOG O WEVTIKOG KO
QT TOG KOGLLOG TTOL TOL £01vE TO aicOnpa g aceaietog kot fefardtnroc. Opmg «to ueyalsio tov
avBpamov Eykeitol ato 0t Yvawpilel v abAioTnTd T0V: Eva dEvopo dev Eéper mwg eivar abliox, Tapatnpel
€0oTOY0 0 HEYALOG 6TOYAGTHS TOVL 170V cudva, Pascal. @a npocébeta iowg ovo 0Tt To peyoieio Tov
avOpdrov Bpioketar 610 0TL £xe1 cLVeLdNoT TN POopAg Ko Tov Bavatov. Ko gite avripuetonilel to
TPOPANLLO AVTO KOTA TPOGMOTO KO LLE TOPPNGio 1 TO ATOGIOMTE Y10, VO, [T SVGOPEGTNCEL KOl KUPIMS Y10
va un dvceopeotndel. v Tpdtn epintoon Ho GuVaVTIoEL TO PLEYOAELD TOV, VD oTn devtepn o {oet
v abAdTTa Kot Ty yevdoicOnon mov moAloamAacialet T OAlyn ko TV ameATIGia, OTOV
OTOKOADTTETOL TAEOV 1] TTPAYLLATIKOTNTO. Mo T€Toto aneAmicia kpOPovv AAA®GCTE Kol T AOYLH TOL
matépa e Yyuyavaivong Freud oe kdmoto ypdupa tov otov ZWeig: «...0ev umopd vo. coupiliwba ue
wilépio kot ThY advvauio TV YIPOTEINY Kol TEPIUEV® TYEIOV e AayTdpo. T uetafoon atnv ovomoplion.
Kpipa mov évag 1€10106 600G dev kKatdiafe 6Tt avti 1 avOp®OTIVY adVVAI oG TPOCYEIDVEL KO LLOG
TAMEWVMVEL, O10TL gV katdAafe TL KpOPeton péca oe P tétota tameivoor. Ilpopavds dev Tov Edeyav
Kdti ta Aoyt tov Thomas Elliot:

«Movy copio Tov I6WS KATOTE OTOKTHOOVUE

givat n copio TS TOTEIVOTHTOG:!

1 TATEWVOTHGS EIVAL OATEAELOTN Y.
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