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Ba 0AoKANPOC® TNV SIAEEN LOL TAPOVGLALOVTAG GOG TV TPOSMOTIKT OGS EPEVVNTIKY TPOCTAOELN
oTNV £PELVA TOV KOPKIVOL Tov 6TOYEVEL 1) TNV a&10AOYNOT TOV KOPKIVIKOV PLOAOYIKOV JEIKTOV OTN
Oepameio Tov Kot 2) otV avanTuén VEoV mpoceyyicewy, Tng kKutTapobepaneiog Tov Kopkivov Ue
Bonfela TV PAOGTOKVTTAP®V.

A£EE1C-KAEO: TOADATAOI0KG TOTTHIUO KOPKIVOYEVETHS, OYKOYOVOG 106, XHIUIKG KOPKIVOYOVO, (WIKG HOVTELQ
Koprivoyéveans, Oavarog opog (g, floarokvttapobepomeio kopkivov, adloloynon KopKIVIK®V BlOJEIKTAV,
oykoyovioa, evfavacia, dvabovacio, note mpémel va meOaivoue (IITI), g mpémet vo nebaivoue (ITwIII),
yiati wpéner va weboivoue, I

Cancer research in the battle between life and death®

Vassilios Zoumpourlis,* Maria Goulielmaki, loannis Christodoulou

Biomedical Applications Unit, Institute of Biology, Pharmaceutical Chemistry and Biotechnology,
Research National Institution

Abstract

Cancer research that has taken place since the beginning of the last century has been and will continue to
be a lifelong battle given by dedicated scientists with the ultimate goal to treat cancer patients and to
delay the onset of death. In the present lecture, I will present the historical milestones in cancer research.

The elucidation of the genetic basis of cancer is the result of research conducted since the beginning
of the last century and culminated during the 1960s and 1970s. It has been achieved through two
different, but still converging directions: the first involves the study of oncogenic viruses in rodents and
birds, and the second the use of chemical carcinogens in cells or animal models (mice). The identification
of genes that bear mutations, alterations in expression levels and/ or epigenetic modifications has been
facilitated through the development of animal models of carcinogenesis.

I will conclude my lecture by presenting our personal research efforts in the field of cancer research
that aims at 1) the evaluation of biomarkers for cancer treatment and 2) the development of new
approaches, e.g. cancer cytotherapy based on the use of stem cells.

Keywords: multistage system of carcinogenesis, oncogenic virus, chemical carcinogens, animal models of
carcinogenesis, death a prerequisite for life, stem-cell cancer-therapy, oncogene, evaluation of biomarkers,
euthanasia, dysthanassia, when should we die (WnSWD), how should we die (HSWD), why should we die,
WySWD.
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1. Ietopuci} Avadpopn} oty ‘Epgvva tov Kapxkivov

H évap&n tov epeuvav oyeTukd pe Tov kapkivo Totobeteital otny apmdtn dekaetio Tov 2000 aidva.
Exeivn ) ypovikn mepiodo, ot peréteg tov Boveri 0dnynoay yio tp@dtn Qopd 6T GLGYETIOT TG UN
(QUVOLOAOYIKNC OVATTVENG TV YOVILOTIOIIEV®Y MAPI®V TOV ayvod pe 600 omepuatolmapio e Tov
aveEEAEYKTO TOAAATANGIACIO TOV KAPKIVIKOV KUTTAp®V. Me aAla Adyla, o Boveri vanpée o mpdtog mov
vrédece TV VLAPEN «YPOUOCOUATOVY TOL TPOAYOLV TNV AOENGN TOV KLTTAP®OV Ko «YPOHUOCOUATMOV
OV TNV KOTAGTEAAOLV. AV aVTIKOTAGTIGOVLE ot Bempia Tov Boveri Tov 0po «ypopdsopoy e tov 6po
«yovidio», fplokopacte PTPocTd 6T Be@pnTikny GOAANYN TNG £VVOLOG TOV TPHOTO-0YKOYOVISI®OV OV
oLVEPT 1t dekaetio Tov 1970.

Atyo apyotepa, o 1910, Ta mepdpota Tov wtpov Peyton Rous og kotdémovia amokdAvyoy Tov
TPMTO 0YKOYOVO PETPOTO TOL OVOUAGTNKE 10G capkduatog Tov Rous (Rous Sarcoma Virus, RSV) kot
OV Eiy€ TN 1010TNTA VO TPOKUAEL TI) LETATPOTY| TOV KVTTAP®V TOV EEVIGTH TOV TPOGEPOAE GE KAPKIVIKAL.
[Two ovykekpyéva, o Rous ypnoylomoince ehedBepo KLTTAP®VY S1ONULO OO COPKMLLOTO TOL ElYOV
ELPOVIOTEL G KOTOTOVAM. XTI CLUVEKELN, EVOEOdALIGE TO OO aVTO GE LYY KOTOTOVAN Kot
dwumictwoe ) avantuén capkodpatog ota kotémovia avtd. H pedétn tov Rous avayvopiotnke kot
StkoumBnke TEPLEGATEPO OMO GO odva LeTd, OTav To 1965 amodeiybnke mws kot dArot 10 (polyoma
virus, simian virus 40) npoxolodoav Kopkivovg ota TPOKTIKA. ['tor To Adyo avtd, Tyundnke pe to Bpafeio
Noumek 10 1966.

>¥10 onueio awtd, kpiveTan amapaitnTo vo avaeepbel OTL N AVaYyVOPLOT) TV YOVISI®MV TOV
gumAéxkovtal oty Evapén kot tnv eEEMEN TG KAPKIVOYEVESTG EMITVYYAVETAL TIC deKaETiEG ToL 1970 Kot
oL 1980 Kol opeideTol 0TO OTOTEAEGLLATO EPELVAMVY TOV APOPOVCAY dVO SLAPOPETIKEC KaTevBHvaels: (o)
TN XPNON TOV 1OV TOV TPOKUAOVY KUPKIVO OTU TPMKTIKA Kot To, Tt va kot (B) T ¢pnion Tov ¥nUKov
KOPKIVOYOV®V o€ KOTTapa 1 6€ TpoOTLTa {mikd cvotipata (Tovtikie). Méco avtdv Tav do
GLYKAVOLGMV 00DV amocaPNVIGTNKE 6TASIOKA 1) YEVETIKY| BAoT TOV KapKivov.

Oocov apopd otn perétn Tov 100 RSV, paiveton 6t1 n dmapén oTerey®V TOV 100 TOV TPOKAAOVGOV
kapkivo (RSV+) kot oteleydv mov dev mpokorovoav (RSV-), cuvéPare otn dnovpyia tov
KATOAANA®Y OVIYVELTAOV Y10 TNV OVAYVOPLOT] TOV OVTIGTOL( MV TPMTO-0YKOYOVIOI®MV GTO ELKUPVOTIKG
kottapa. [Ipog v katebBovven avtig ¢ avakdAvyng cuvtélecay o€ peydio Padud ot TapdAinieg K
aveEdptnrec peréteg tov D. Baltimore agpevdc kot twv H. M. Temin kot R. Dulbecco agpetépov (mov
TUNONKav amod kotvoy pe to Bpafeio Nouned to 1975), ot omoieg amokdAvyav tnv drapén evog popiov,
g avtioTpoPng peTaypapdocng (reverse transcriptase, RT), evog 1ot evidpov mov cuvBétet DNA amd
RNA. Avti n avakdAvyn Toug GuvEBaAE 6TV KATAVONON TNG OAANAETIOPACTG TMV PETPOIMV LE TO
YEVETIKO DAIKO TOV KUTTAPOL KoLl TNV KATAVONOT) TNG EUTAOKNG TOVG OTOV LETACYNUATIOUO TOV
KUTTAPOV. ZUUTANPOUOTIKG GE ALT TNV EEQIPETIKG ONUAVTIKT] ovVaKOAVYT], 01 £pgLveG TV John
Michael Bishop kot Harold Varmus 061 yncav 6tov Tpocdlopiopo Tng KLTTOPIKNG TPOEAEVOTG TV
0YKOYOVIOI®V TV PETPOIMV (YLl TNV €pyacia TOVG 0Lt KEPSLGa To Noumed to 1989). Ewdwotepa,
TOKAAVPONKE TWG TO GTEAEYOC TOV TPOKOAEL LETOGYNUATIGLO TV voPAacTOV, eppavilel avty TV
1010t AOY® TNG TOpovGiog VOGS emmpdcbeTov yovidiov, Tov SIC, To omoio £xel eicaybel 6To yovidimpa
TOV 10V amd 10 yovidiopa evog Eeviotn. Ot Varmus kot Bishop éxovtag ota yépia tovg dVo THmovs 10V
100 (0VTOV OV PEPEL TO YOVIOL0 SIC Kot TPOKOAEL KOpKivo KOt duTOV TOL dEV TO PEPEL) KO LLE TN XPTION
Tov ev{OUOVL ‘avTioTpoen petaypapdon’ dnpovpynoay £va tvnbETn yio 1o Yyovidlo SIC 6Toug
EVKAPVMOTIKOVG OPYOVIGHOVS KOl CUUTEPOVAY HEGH TEPOUATOV VEpLdomoinong 0Tl 0 10¢ elye TAPEL TO
Yovidilo amod kdmolo TTnvo (6pviBa) mov gixe TpocPilet.

H dgvtepn 060G mov cuvEPare GTOV TPOGIOPICUO TNG YEVETIKNG PAGTC TOL KAPKIvOL 0popd T
YNHKG emoryopevn Kapkivoyéveon. Ta tpmdta melpdpato dlevepyndnkay amd tnv opdda tov Weinberg
otav 1o 1979 €de1ée 6L 1 EMIOpAON YNUIKAOV KOPKIVOYOV®V OTTMG gival Ta 7,12-
dwuebvroPeviolalavBpaxévio (7,12-dimethyl-benz[a]anthracene, DMBA), 3-pebvio-yoro-avBpévio (3-
methylcholanthrene, 3-MC), vitpokvoddvn (nitroquinolone, NQO) kat Bevio[a]rvpévio (benz[a]pyrene,
BP) odnyel og petaoynUoTIoO QUGIOAOYIK®VY WVOPANCTOV At TOVTIKO, Apovpaio 1| KOTOTOLAO.
MdMoTa, avéeepav Tog Enetta and aropdvoon DNA and to petacynuotiopéva KOTTopo. Ki Enidpacn pe
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avtd og NIH3T3 kdtrapa mapatipnoay otieg petacynpotiocpévey kottdpov NIH3T3. Avo ypovia
apyotepa, N idwa epguvNTIKN OpAda aAld ko 1 opdda Tov Perucho dnpocicvcav tmg kat kOTTOPO OO
KOPKIVO TOL avOpOTOL £X0VV GE OPIGUEVEG TEPMTMGELG TNV 101 eMidpaoT ota kutTapo NIH3T3.
Apyotepa, £yve YVOOTO TOG € OAEG OVTEG TIC TEPITTAOCELS, TO KOPKIVIKA KOTTOPO EPEPUY LETAAAAYUEVO
yoviolo H-ras, pdiiota pe moAd GUYKEKPIUEVEG LETAAALYEC TTOV YOPUKTIPIOTIKOV LECH GTO ETOUEVA
xPOVIO. AKOUN, TPOGOLOPIGTNKE TO GTASLO TNG KOPKIVOYEVEGTG GTO 07010 cuuPaivel 1
gvepyomoinon/petdAraén Tov yovidiov H-ras, mov dev etvar Ao amd v Evapén g KapKivoyEVEGNC.
AxorovOncav peAETEG TOL ATOKAAVYAY TO POAO TOV YoVIdiov P53 6to 6Tad10 TG e£EMENG TOL KapKivov.

2. Inpocio ToV TOAVGTASLIKOD GUGTIILOTOS KOPKLVOYEVESTG TG EMOEPUIOUS TOV TOVIIKOV

To moAvoTadKO COGTNIO KOPKIVOYEVESNG TG EXLOEPUIBAG TOV TOVTIKOD amoTeEAET £va TTOAD Kol
YOPOKTNPIGUEVO LOVTELD YNUIKA emaryOpuevns Kapkivoyéveonc. To povtého avtd meplthappdvet
KUTTOPIKEG GEIPES 0O TO, SLOKPLTE oTAOL TNG Evapéng, TG TpomOnong kot tng e£EMENG TG
(aBavatomompéva KOTTOPA, KaAon0elg dykoug-OnAdpata, TAaKdON KL aTpakTogd Kapkivodpata). To
GUOTN O 0V TO TPOGOUOLAlEL o onuavTiko Babud oto povtéro Tov Vogelstein yia 1n otadionoinomn tov
KOPKIVOL TOV ToE0G EVIEPOL TOL AVEPAOTOV.

Axoun, éyel cupPdiet og ToAD onpavtikd Pabpd otov Tpocdiopiond g tpdKAnong Prafov oto
DNA am6 oykoyovidio g a1TioAoyIKov mapdyovio avartuéng tov kapkivov. Emmpocherta, £xet
amodelyel OTL EXUOAVVOT] ATPAKTOEWDV KAPKIVIKOV KUTTAP®OV DYNAOD UETAGTATIKOD dVVOUIKOD 0UTOV
Tov cvotnuotog pe dnATF-2 11 dnERa avactpépet Tov emOeTIG KAPKIVIKO POVOTUTO KOl KOTOOTEAAEL
TNV KAPKIVOYEVEGNC GE In ViVo dOKINaCiES, KaOmg emiong Kt OTL 1] £KPPooT Lopiemv mov oyetilovtal Le
Tov KopKivo (m.y. miR-200) peidveton kabmg 1 KapKIVOYEVEST] TPOYMPUEL.

3. H ypiion TV PLOCTIKOV KUTTAPOV 6TV KVTTOP0OEpATEin TOV KOPKIVOD

Ta Brootikd kOTTopa €lvar KHTTAPO Pe VYNAO TOAAATAAGIOGTIKO SVVOLLKO TOV £(OVV TN
YOPOKTNPLGTIKN 1O1OTNTA VO TPAYLOTOTOLODV CUUUETPIKESG OLOPEGELC TOV 0OTYOLV GTIV OLTOOVAVEMGCT)|
ToVG Komg emiong Kol AGVUUETPES dLPECELS OIvovTag Eva KOTTOPO OUOLO LE TO apYIKO Kt £va KOTTOUPO
7ov Oa akoAovONGEL TNV 060 TNE SLOPOPOTOINGNE TPOG EVO GUYKEKPIUEVO KVTTAPIKO TOTO.

Ta PractokidTTopa pmopel va givat eite puoloAoyKd gite TEXVINTA, TPOEPYOUEVO. OO TOV
OVATPOYPUUUOTIGUO SLOPOPOTOINUEVOV KVTTAP®V TOV dVOUV TEAMKA ETOYMYILO TOAVSVVOLLOL
BAactoxvtTapa (induced Polypotent Stem Cells, iPSCs). Ta fAactokdTTOpa OV VTEPYOVY PLGLOAOYIKA
GTOV OPYOVIGHO S10KPIVOVTOL GE TPOYEVVITIKA (EUPPLOVIKA), TEPtyevvNnTIKA (OUPAAIOL ADPOV Kol
TAOKOUVTA) Kot PAAGTOKDTTOPA EVIAIK®OV (LLEAOD TMV 0GTMOV, MTOI0VS 1GTOV).

Oocov agopd ta iPSCs, 0 S. Yamanaka (Noumel 2012) perétnoe ta yovidio Tov givot GNUAvVTIKG yio
N Agttovpyia TV PAACTIKOV Kuttdpov. Otav uetépepe t€o0epa T€To yovidla (0ct4, c-myc, SOX2 kot
kiIf4) o€ kotrapa mov Aaufdavovior and 10 6EPLa., EYIVE OVATPOYPUUUATIOUOC TOV KVTTAP®Y QVTMOV GE
TOAVOVVALLA BAOGTIKE KOTTOPO TTOV LITOPOVGAV VO d10poporoinBovy og GAOVG TOVG TOTOVE KLTTAPWY
€vOg evAika movTikov. Ovopace ovtd To KOTTapa ToAvdvvape PAactikd kottapa, (iPS) kbttapa.

YHETIKA e TN PNOT TOV PAOCTIKOV KLTTAP®V GTIV OVALYEVVITIKY] WOTPLKT), ET1 TOV TOPOVTOG
Ste&dyovton eKTETAUEVEG EpEVVEG TOV TEPLAAUPAVOLY EPapLOYES 0TIG NG aoBéveieg: vOGO TOV
Parkinson’s, vdco tov Alzheimer’s, 6kApuVOT KATO TAGKOC, ATOKATAGTOOT EYKEPUAIKNG PAAPTG,
HLOKOPOOTAOELIES, ATOKAUTAGTAOT KOPIUKMV AYYEI®V Y10 TNV UTOQLYN TV EYXEPTOEDV 0LOPTO-
GTEQPAVIOING TOPAKAUYNG, OTOKOTAGTACT TOV VELP®V EMELTA, OO TPAVUATIGUO TOV VOTIIOV LDEAOD,
dwoprtng tomov 1 & 11,

IIpocoparta, £xel apyioet va peAeTdTor 1 TOavOTNTO AVATTVENC LG KVTTAPIKNG BEPATEVTIKNG
TPOGEYYIONE TOV KOPKIVOU LE TN ypnomn Tov Practokuttdpov. Me avtd to okond, oto EBvico Topopa
Epevuvav (EIE) epapuodlovtan pe amdALTN eMTLYI0 TPOTOKOAAN OTOLOVMOOT|G KOl KPVOGLVTNPNOTG
BAaoTik®V KLTTAPOV ad opPdAlo Ampo (YéAN tov Wharton) kot omd Aimog evniikmv. O Adpog
KaAOTTETOL 0o emBNAoKd KoTTapa. O 16T0G TOL OUPAAIOL ADPOV, SAUTPEYETOL OO dVO apTNPleg Kol pia
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OAEPa. Qg yéAn tov Wharton yopaktnpiletol kopia n mepoyn] LeTa&d TV ayyeimv kot Osmpeitol n
TAoVG10TEPN o8 PAaoTiKd KOTTapa. Eivol pia {eAativdong ovcsio VTOGTNPIKTIKY Yl To ayYEid.

To 1epdoTIO EMGTNUOVIKO EVOLUPEPOV TOV TOPOLGLALOVY Ta PAACTIKA KOTTOPO TNG YEANG TOV
Wharton cuvoyiletat 6T ETOUEVO XOPOKTNPIOTIKAE TOLG: (0) | GLAAOYY TOVS Eivar Yp1yopTn, ovddvvn,
dev eyeipel nOkd Spupata, dgv TpokaAel Tdvo otov dotn, (P) e€acparileTar peydhog aptOpuog Kot v
amopdvVmGN Tovg, (Y) Tapovctdlovy Yaunin avocoyovikotnta, (8) eival To o Kovtvd ota euPpuikd
KOTTOPA, (€) €ivor ToALSVVOLLO e SLVOTHTNTO SLOPOPOTOINGNG TOVS GE TOAAEC Kol SLAPOPETIKES
KUTTOPIKEG OLLADEC,

O1 k0pleg epevvNTIKEG KATELOVVOELS TOV GYETICOVTAL LLE TN UEAETY TOV KLUTTAP®Y QVTMV Yol
OepamenTikong oKomovg givat 600, 0 TPOGIOPICUAG KOt YOLPAKTNPIoUOG TOV 100 ViKoD TANBvcon
PAacTtoxvTTApOV Yo KUTTOPIKN Bepameio Ko 1 avaTTLEN Lo KLTTOPIKTG Bepameiag TOV KapKivov |e
(PVOIOAOYIKA 1] YEVETIKA TPOTOTOMUEVE PAACTIKA KOTTOPO TOVL OppaAiov Adpov. Ta copmepdopata Tov
£€YOVV TPOKVYEL 0T TN SLEPEVVIOT] TOL TPMTOV GTOLYEIOV dEiyvoVV MG TAL KOTTOPO TOL OUPAAIOV ADPOL
£YOVV KOADTEPT IKOVOTITO TOAAATAOGIOGUOV KaBDC emiong Kt 0Tl TapovGIALovV TOAD HKPOTEPQ
TOGOGTA YAPOUVONS Kol VYNAGTEPO TOCOGTH AVTONVAVEMGNG GE GVYKPLOT LE Ta PAACTIKE KOTTOPA TOV
MI®O0LE 16TOD EVIAIKOV.

H 18¢a g xutTapobepanciog Tov kapkivov pe faomn ta frocTikd KOTTOPO TOV OPPAAiOD ADPOL
ompiletar 6To YEYOVOG OTL TOL KVTTOPO TNG YEANG Tov Wharton mapovotdlovv Tpomicpd 6Ty mEPLoXn
OmoVL £0paleTal 0 OYKOG KOl GUUPBAAAOVY GTNV KATOGTOAT TOV 0AAY Kot TNV VTAPEN TOV HETAHETOV
otoryeiov g «opaiag koywmpévne» (SB100X) mov pumopel vo, S10GPAAIGEL TNV 0CPOAT LETAPOPE TOV
«E&umvev Popupdvy» oto onpueio tov 6yKov. Edwodtepa, 1o SB100X, dvtag Eva un-1ikd oynuo LeTapopdg
YOVIBiV, TPOCEEPEL OGPAAELN (OUNATY 0VOGOYOVIKOTNTA, KOVEVAS KIVOUVOC oyKoyéveanc) Kot BonBdet
oTNV VYNAN Kot 6TadepT| EKQPAGT TOV YOVISTOV/QapPLAKOU.

Muo tétota Tpocéyyion, Bo pmopohoe Vo KOTAGTNOEL SUVOTY T XPNON TAPU TOAADV SLUPOPETIKMV
KUTTOPOTOEIKMY OVGL®V (T.). OVGIEC OO TO INANTIPLO TOV PLOIDV), LETAPOPE POPUAK®OV OEVTEPTS
vevidg kar MIRNAS yio v £181K1} 6TOXELGN TV KLTTAP®Y TOV OYKOV. AvTd T0 TeEhevTaio eEacpaAileTat
amo TV W10TNTA TOV PAAGTOKLTTAP®V Va katevhhvovtal Tpog To onpeio Tov 6ykov (homing).

4. Dhoco@ikég avalntioeic. O gpeuvnTIKEG TPOSTAOEIES TOV EMOTNUOVOV Y1 T1) Ogpameia
TOV KOPKIvOy 0gv amotpémovy 10 OdvaTo

Eivot dedopévo 011 0 Bévatog dev amoTpENETAL TOPE TO, AMICTEVTO EMGTNUOVIKA EMITEVYUOTO. ZVVETMG
7o pEAN A Kot TO KOBNKOV NG EMGTAUNG elvat vo avEdvel To vtdpyov Tpocdokipo (ong tov avlpdrov
Kol 1toitepa o€ YOPeS oL pootilovtatl akoun ond achéveleg Tov oTov AVTiKO KOGLO £XOVV
avtipetoniodel. Ta kabapd emoTNUOVIKA EMITEVYRATO dEV APKOVV Yl TNV EMITEVEN WTOV TOL 6TOYOoL. O
Ay®VOG TOV KAOE EMOTHUOVO VI TN AVCT| ETGTILOVIK®V TPOPANUAT®V TOV YOPOL TOL Kiveital Oa
TPETEL VO, GLVOVALETOL KOl LE TOVE KOWVMVIKOVS AYMVEG Kol TIG AvalNTHOELS TOV OPYUVOUEVDY KOWVMVIDY
Yo KA TEPELGN TNE TOLOTNTOC LONG TOV avOPOT®V Y10, TO, TOVAVOP®OTIVE, 1OAVIKG TNG EPAVIG, TOV
SKOMUATOG Yo epyacia, waldeia kot ToAMTiopd. O 8dvatog motdco Ba mapapeivel avaTdPevKToC.
Zovenmg etvar B0 TVELLOTIKNG ®PLOTNTOG Kot 6Tdong LoNG 1 TPoGEyyion Tov. Amo TV apyoio
YPOUUOTELD EYEL VO OVTANGEL KOVELS TOAAG Y100 TV KATOVOM oM TNG £vvolag Tov Bavdtov. O Bdvatog yio
tov Xokpdtn givar myn {ong. O Bdvatog dev ivar okomog g Lmng, elvar povov 6pog Lmng, eivan
Kévrpiopa mpog dnpovpyia. H {on dev givar okomdg tng va tebdvel, obte va ddoet 1 1010 TEppa 6TO givart
g, To0UT0 Oa Tav aBéTo Yo Tov EAANVIKO TOMTIGHUO OAAG Kot Y10 TOV ZOKPATT. XKomog e {ong ival
va AaPet vomuo pe v Tpdén, Tov Adyo, TNV EXGTHUN Kot TV Toinon.
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