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TOV OTOL0V JIKAUMUOTOC 6TOV OGvaTO MGTE Vo TOKTNGEL Ioyvpn NOKN dtkaoAdynom, oAAG TPog TOVTO
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Euthanasia: The right to life and the right to death?®

Evangelos D. Protopapadakis*

National and Kapodistrian University of Athens (NKUA): Applied Philosophy Research Laboratory

Summary

It is often considered — and the relevant literature seems to confirm this view — that the most crucial
conflict that is substituted and crystallized in the moral issue of euthanasia is the one between the moral
value of life and that of death. Therefore, if the status of life is to be protected as a right, perhaps the same
should apply to the fact of death - or, at least, this is what many euthanasia advocates argue with vigour.
In this short paper | will examine the meaning of the so-called right to die. First | will try to explore the
content that such a right might possess. I will then discuss the possibility of recognizing the right to death
as a formal moral right and, indeed, as a right of autonomy. | will argue that the right to death cannot be
understood as a formal moral right, since it does not meet the conditions that, in my opinion, would have
to be satisfied in order to be recognized as such. Instead, I will hold that what we tend to call a right to
die, that is, the ability to choose the time and manner of one’s own death, is in fact an inevitable corollary
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or, indeed, a precondition of the right to life itself. Following this train of thought and extending it, I will
conclude with the thesis that the demand for euthanasia does not require the recognition of any right to
death in order to acquire strong moral justification, but that the very appealing to the right to life is
sufficient for this purpose.

Keywords: moral value of life, moral value of death, right to life, right to death, duty to life, duty to death,
autonomy-related rights, moral person, end of life, dying with dignity, good death, mature death, premature
death, postmature death, immortality, euthanasia, dysthanassia, prothanassia, metathanassia, posthumous
longevity, when should we die, WnSWD, when must we die, WnMWD, how should we die, HSWD, why
should we die, WySWD.

AnpooclevTKe og umAovTIcéVN ekdoyn @c: Evdyyelog A. Ipwtoromaddakng, “H [Mabntikny EvBavacio kot to
Awaiopo otov @dvoto”, Bionbikad 4, no. 2 (2018): 9-16, Doi: https://doi.org/10.12681/bioeth.19685. IIpocPacn 3
Def 2023.

Published in a re-worked version as: Evangelos D. Protopapadakis, “Passive Euthanasia and the Right to Die”,
Bioethica 4, no. 2 (2018): 9-16, Doi: https://doi.org/10.12681/bioeth.19685. Accessed 3 Feb 2023.

Yuvebpia 29 Avumbpeptn obuvn. E. Mpwtonanaddkng. Evdavaocia: Aikaiwua otn {wrii + Sikalwua ato davato
Session S9 unbearable suffering. E. Protopapadakis. Euthanasia: The right to life and the right to death



https://doi.org/10.12681/bioeth.19685
https://doi.org/10.12681/bioeth.19685

