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Medically assisted euthanasia and suicide. Is there a right or duty to death?3

Stavroula Tsinorema*
Laboratory of Bioethics University of Crete

Summary

Do people have a right (or, as some have argued, an obligation) to choose their own death and seek third-
party assistance? Are euthanasia and medically assisted suicide morally legitimate? A deep moral divide
separates supporters and opponents of both. The confrontations are acute, as they touch on issues of our
most sensitive personal and political ethics, and concern (2) the deepest existential meaning of human
life, related to its fatality, (b) the competence and limits of personal will, (c) the limits of the power of
medicine but also (d) the limits of the state’s power to intervene and regulate matters of life and death.

In this presentation, the central question is (b), which has connotations regarding (c) and (d). The
concept of the right to die and the corresponding concept of the obligation to die are critically elaborated.
It is expressed skepticism as to the conceptual coherence and normative force of such a right (and
obligation) to death.
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Regarding the question of whether it is morally legitimate to allow someone, or assist them, to hasten
their own death, key criteria that have been proposed will be discussed: the intrinsic value of life, respect
for human dignity, the right to individual choice, the satisfaction of one’s best interests. It will be argued
that the answer to the question of whether it is morally legitimate for someone to be left to die depends on

the reasons that justify it. These reasons will be explored through the utilization of certain ideas of
Kantian practical philosophy.

Keywords: medically assisted euthanasia/suicide, intrinsic value of life, respect for human dignity, right to
individual choice, satisfaction of one’s best interests, Kantian practical philosophy, terminal illness, incurable
illness, unbearable suffering, painless death, end of life, good death, eu-death, dysthanassia, prothanassia,

metathanassia, posthumous longevity, when should we die, WnSWD, how should we die, HSWD, why should we
die, WySWD.
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