I'EQPTIOL X. KOYMAKHL*

ITEPI TOY NOHTOY KAI OPATOY KOXMOY KATA TTAATQNA:
ANAAQOI'IEX KAI EYMMETPIEL.
H ANAZHTHXIH THZ AIAAEKTIKHX XTH «xATHPHMENH 'PAMMH»
(IMharwy IoAtreia VI 509 d-510 a)

‘H elohynon adth drooxonel 670 v& Swaet i Eppvein oTo ToAVSULNTN-
évo ywpio 509 d-510 a T IToAcreiag T0b [TAdTwva, T 6Toin vi eivet sUbL-
1 (e & qupdpalipeva xat T suvohixy) drhocodin toul. Kigtog otéyog elvat
v dvaoxreuaatolv AavSacuéves Epurnveies, ol 6Toleg StaoTpebAMVOUY To
GAnItvo vimpa TV AGYwy Tou, 6ol 687100y ot ddLéioda xal mapavotjoes. M
T épyacia adth) dvalnrodvra of padnuatixot AGyot, ué Tolg 6Toioug Tépmve-
Tar U0 opEg T Ypauu, SL6TL, ooy &v évtomtiaYolv of Adyol, umopodie va
wAGRE YL StaAexnTint, 1) 6T0 (X TPAYRATOTOLETTAL XUPIWG, BYL hE TNV XATE (E-
p0¢ %al Tuyaict, AN TV xat’ eldog Sraipeam pé cuyrexpuévous Adyoug (IToAct.

* O Fedpyrog X. Koupaxrng eivar adumnpetiioas eniroupag xadnyntig tov Topéa Phagopiog
tov Tpfpatog Prhocoding, [Mubaywytnis xar Fuyohoyiag tne Prhocoduxtg Zyoifg tou [avern:-
aTniov Iwavvivey.

1. Edyaptotd Seppix tov Kadnynti xai Axadnpaixd . Eddyyeho Moutcdmovhe yii Tig yph-
oues UHOAOTIXEG TIAPATNPNTEL XAt XUpiwG Tig 68NYiES Tou Tl TH povsn aUvdean THe Yeouits,
10V Exd6Tn Thv dpyainv ENAvov padqpatidy xat mohubpabeupéve padnpatixd x. Eddyyelo
Zravdayo yix thy EvBappuvai) Tou, Tov Apa x. Adaviaio Ztedaviy, xhaotxd dihéAoyo xat dpeuvnTh
0710 Kévtpo Epebvng tiig Axadnpiag Adnvdv Y& tig culntioets ol elyape Y 10 Hépa abrtd, tov
Apa x. Kwvotavtivo I. Kwotéxy xai t si{uyé tou Apa Tewpyia Avaviady, xadnynrtés padnmat-
x@v A EL, yux tic padnpatixés drodeer; mol meptéyovtat 6o Xeiwevo xai, N0, TOV (LouTtxoAGYo
Apa Xapghapno Zrupidy, xadnynth Movaix®v Zmoud@vy 1ot [aveniotnpiov Adnvav v thy
TAnpodopia Tob (ol ESwae Baov dgopd aTd oYRHua Tob Jewpd G To TdavETEpo Vi ATMYET TS
andéderg 100 [TAdtwva (ay. 2 xat 7), wmopel vt napastadel pue pouatxole ¢I6yyous ot Gaon Tie
nudaydpetag Jewpiag mept povauchic. Ebyopiotd, Téhoce, Seppé iy xadnyhtowa % A. Ouxovépou yia
ThY ToAUTIY Bofidetd TG aTHY ExToVNeY) THE TaXpoUaas eAéTy).
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Z, 534 a 5-8), nAady T buaixy, Topt) THE Yook RS, Twe alTY) TR YUATOTOL-
eltat aT0v 204t Ty, aT0v TloAtTixs nat atov Paideo. H Omodean, 6¢ custating
THe StahexTixRg, (Pail., 100a-101c), Evundpyel ath petoyh «Aabww», 1) bnola
elvat ypovixobmodetiny, xat onpaiver: &v ¥ §tav Adbete. Aviixeipnevo Tod
«Aabwv» elvar «Q1TTa €187...DoTER Yoo v» (xal Byt «ti Thpatan). Tehind
buwe 8y xatéaty Suvatdv vi dveupedody of Adyot THE TopRg THE Yok he,
EmopEvwg 0UTe T Stakex Tint). Qo T600, AT HAY; adTh Thyv npocTadeta EATLw
VAL TASUULEPLTTODV BATIXES TAPEQUNVETES, 0f HTT0TES ETL atidVeg XpaTODV TV AN
700 UTE070u adToD TVEUUaTI%0D oixodouTratos Tob ITAdTwva éopntind xhet-
oth. ‘H hdéheta ano thv drotuynmévn adth npoonadeta elvat 61t Yivépaote
Sradextixidrtepot (IoAetix., 285 d). [Mpémet 6ébata dmo Thv dpyt) va Aeydet Bt
épm THe Epumveiag, ol TpooTad® v TEXENPLOTW (g TV wovY SpdT;, Eyouv
7on SmooTnpydel xatd xatpols &md Stampemtel xAaTLxoUg GthAéhoyoug xat Gt-
Aoa0d0us, YwplE MIT6T0, BUTTUYMS, Vi Eyouv elgaxouatel. "Etot émixpdtroay
ényroeig doyeTeg Tpds TO TR YRATIXD VéTa TGV ASYwy Tob [TAdtwva, dbod
adto dhhotdvetal plind. Ta Baoixd oruelo TG ETLyeLpolpevng Epunve iag eivat
& EERe.

1. "H dp9% yoady, ot dpaor;: «BaTep Toivuy Yoapphy Siya TeTuévny Aa-
6oV Gvioa TURaTo elvat dva ioa xai dyt dvioa. T yeady ot foa ¥) dva ioa
napadidel 6 xdlixag F xal vioYetodv wetakl &Ahwy oi Astius, Stallbaum,
Richter, Duemmler, ¢ TaubAtyoq xai 6 &idog 100 [TAdtwva padnuatixée
Apyutag. ‘H ypadt, g dvica mpooxpolet o avunénbAntes Suoxohics amd
YAwaauxy) xat padnuatiny, drodr. Adté elvat «81t 10 Emipprpa Siya Yevins-
TEPA, AN ®Up i BTay ypnayroToteitar é padnpatixy, Evvola dTwg 8®, gu-
vemayetal mavTote Staipeay, ot Slo pépm elte Evioa eite ioa (n6. Apiot., Tor.
Z 4, 142 b 11-19) eite xata Adyov eite xat’ dotSudv. Ané padnpatiny, drodm
avaplovtat ERiong cobapés Suaxohiee, 816TL, &v Ta TARaTa elva dviga petakd
Toug, ToTE B8V elvau xat’ avayxn suppetea (Iapp. 140 b-c), a1y TepinTwaen
adth Y& elvar dAoya, 6&v & Umdpyer Snhadt Aéyog (e axépatoug dptduolc) .
H Aéky, iva ¢80 anpaivet ioa xata Adyov, Snhadh avahoya, Ta dTola B eivat
dvioa xat’ dpidudy, Snhady, dotdpntina dviga H Sutth alth onpacia The Aé-
Eng ioa armavta w.y. otobs Nduoug (744 ¢, 757 ¢) ¢ loaitata T@ dviow
aupéTow xai atov Iopyiav (508a).'H npédeay) dvé elvar dvayxaia, 8167t 1)
Yoy TépveTar 8Uo bopég at dlo toa pépm (Jig Siya), wik dopa UTo Emodm
YVOGLohoYixy] xat tia 6vTohoyixt. Movov pé thv mpoinddeon altyy 6 ITAa-
TV xaTépYwoe V& oynpatioet Thy avaroyin (534 a): oboin: Yévesic véTaLg
S6ka. Ava ioa arpraivet §TL T& TéGGEpa TUARATA TG TPWTNG ToW TG elvat dvd-
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hoya petakd Tou. To nrodpevo elvar 1) dvevpeay Tig dEtodoyxtig oyéavic (Ao-
you) ETaEY Toug,

2. H dpaan: «mdAtv Téuve éxdtepov 6 TUTina Ava TOV QUTOV ASyov» 8Ev
suvemayeTal 8Tt T Topt; xadevog and & 80 Tt TG Yoo Tig Ui Yivet (e
t6v 1810 Aéyo oL Eytve xat T o YoUREVY] TORT, BTG Ecdauéva T TEYETAL
wéypt ahuepa GTH BAoug, &v EEatpéaoupe Tolg dpyaious TYOAATTES, ETtwS TOV
Acxhnmé (Arist.,, In Met CAG VI, 142 Kroll), tov Apyita xat tovTapeAty0
(De comm. math. Scientia, Festa, 36, 38). Av adté #;1av 16 vénpua 1@V Adywy
t0b ITAatwva, Empene va Gvaytyvaoxetas: xatd Tov aiTtév Adyov ) xahitepa
xatd THV abThv dvadoyiav.'H dpaor: «avi tov adtdv Aéyov» UmodnAwver
4TAGG 671 T Top) T@Y 800 TUNRATWY, ToU TTRoExuPaY GTd TNV TRWTY, Staipea),
Y& yiver & tov 18to Adyo, 6ToTe V& Umapyet dvaloyia oTd TéoTEPA AVTA TIT-
pata, §Twe axptb®e xal pE THy TemTY, Top) (dva o). ES® cuvteheitar é-
navahndy the Cag mpakne To avpmheypma Aélewv «b6 adTog AGyoo» ~Gmwg
waptupody 6 Nopyiag (EAEvrg éyxauiov 14), 6 Aptatotédr (Tor. © 158 b 33-
35, HY. Nix. E 3 1181b 4-5), 6 [TAatwv (Tiuw. 32 b 5, Paid. 110 d 5-6) xat 6
Eoxheidng (Zroryeiwv E, oot Z1)- elvar teyvixog 8pog, mpoxetrévon v
SrhwIel avadroyia. ‘Enopéveg yid T oyéon tov dvo Adywy, dnhadt) uetakd
éxelvou Tg TpMTTE TowFe xat TAV Vo Embpevmy, 6Ev yivetar xap.io dvadopa.

‘H Stadopomoinsy, 100 vorpatog T@Y 690 EpUT,VELDY EYXELTAL T YOTI0Y) TOV
npodéoewv ava xai xata. Onewe EYet péypt oTpepa Epumveudel 10 Ywpio, Tpo-
Umotidetar 81t & [TAdtwy elye ypaer: maAty TEUvE ExATEGOV TO TUTUX XATA
OV aUTov Adyov. To vérpa cupdmva pé T Yeadt adth elvar 8Tt 6 Adyog Ti)g
TouTig xadevag and Ta Siypnpéva Tupata elvat 6 tog wé Tov Adyoy TG T
TG TouTig OAGKATPNE THE Yot It 6 &v Bpwe 6 Adyog ThHg SelTeprg TouTig
etvat 6 a)Tog e ExeTvov THG TRITG TGV SU0 StyeMévmv TUNUATWY &V Gvadé-
peTan pMTa Timote. To Bt of Adyor aldrot eiva oi idtot, S&v eivat adTovémTO GA-
A mpoxTTEL AN T6 Tapaxdtw Jempnua 100 Edxheidy, (Ztotyeiwy V, 11):
«Oi Adyor, oi Hotot elvar of adTol TPOE TOV AdTOV AGYOV, eivat xat reTald Toug
oi adtoi» (met. Eday. Ztopaty). Avtideta, 1) dpaom «dva 1ov adTtov Adyov» a1
paiver Tt 6 Adyog THg Seltepme Topg elvae 6 TBrog pé éxeivov TTG TeiTYg,
Umdpyet Snhady avaloyia aTi Téooepa TRRpATA, Eve iV dvadépeTat TimoTE
YU TV Y€y T@V 8U0 abT@Y AGYWV TROG TOV AGY0 T Gpytxic Tor T, 6 6TTotog
Tpodavéxg Sev eiva 6 i8tog GAA SradopeTinds. And Epeuveg ol Eytvay &md
padvpatixobs pé Th guvepyasin pov Tpoéxue o EETg cupTépaopa: YId Vi
Iméoyet TpoodeuTixt) Stabddpiar aTd Tédoepa THLATA, Ty, aSE>Y>E —Twg
amarteitat Adyw THe AvTiaToLying Toug Tpde Ta Tadnuata T Yuyhe xat Ta
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évta (B11 d-e)-, mpemet 6 A6yog THe TpWTTG TOUTE V& €lvat TOUAAYITTOV XATA
(e povada peyaAiTepog amo éxeivov T@v éndpevey Topdmv. 'H wadnuatiey
abth SamicTwoT, ebhoya wrogel vi ExAnd el Thg amoTUR®VEL THY I8, HTL (g
npoe Thy Gl 7 Sradopi tév Tmadnuatwy The Yuyfie xal TOV avtisToywy
BVTLIV, TTOU TROXUTITOUY GO TT)V TPWTY] SLALIPETY), TUYREXDILEVR THG VONoNG
amo T, 86ka xal THg 00 iag ATO TV YEVesT), elvat LeYaAITERT ATH ExEive) TMY
PSuwv xaté tic Umodtatpéaets, SnAadt) T EToTAU TS ATO T Sldvota xal TTE Ti-
oT1G &Td TNV eixacia, xadhg xat TOV GvTwY TOY AVTIETOLY0UY & aldTad, SnAad)
TGV 8@V &To TG padnuatind xat TOV YALR®V AVTIXEREVWY ATO Tig eindveg
Tous. ATotéAeapa ThHE Emixpatoboag Eppnveing eiva To Tapddofo xat dvénto
veyovée, 8Tt T SUo pwesala Tepata eivat toa xat’ dorduoy (Edxh, Ztoy. V,
7, 9).

3 "Oocov aboga 6 28adto 510 a 8-10 «H xai... duotwrIr» tmoatnefetar 1
Eourveia Exeivmv, ol 6Totol Jewpobv &1t T, dvTwyupio aldTo avadépetat gt AT
T YooY, O1AadT) 67 GAGxAT0 TOV 160, VOTTO xal GpaTe, xal §TL ol eixbveg
xat T "apdderyua dviyovtat atov vorto (tagadetypa) xat dpato (eixdva) x6-
opo vTioTorya xai 8yt oT& aicUrTa Xat GTR OUOLDUATE TOUS.

4.a) To dve T THE Yoo iic uropet EEicou xahd vé elvat 6 wixpdTepo,
bmwe matebouy 6 [Tudayopixog Boovtivos, 6 TapbAiyog xat éAdyiatot vedtepot
ayohtaaTés. Tobto 68 S16TL —ExTog TV EAAWY— XATA TV)V AvaAusY] T0D dotdpod
®E TUYOVTA AGY0 7] povada ¥ 6 SAiytoTog dotdmog dpudlet 0To dyads, Tob elvat
16 Eva xat Gpicxetat 6thyv xopudt) THE YeaunTie. Avtideta, T& ToAAL Eyouv
oyéan ué Ty UAY) 100 6patod xéoumou. Enopévag 10 éYtaTo T Tpénet va
Gploxetat 010 xaTwTato Tuue. To mav ékaptatatl ano T onuastodoTroy, The
Yoapphg, Snhady) 1 onpacia, mou T arnodidope xade dopd. Av alti a-
roTydtaL dpvntixd (dodgeia), Téte T0 EmAvw wEpog TRETEL Y& elvat TO (X6~
Tepo, StOTL TO Aty6Tepo xand Sewpettat xard (Aptot. HY. Nex. E 1, 1129 b B).
Avtideta, &v ThHe npoadidetal SeTind T, (cagrvera), Téte TO Gver mEpog ei-
vat TO weyahutepo, Eneldy) Eyetl ~eptooiTepY) A&l

6) Kapp.io top 6&v elvat Suvatov va yivet xatd Tov «dxpov xai réoov Ad-
yov», 8T hadh) xaTd TY) YEWUETPIXT) Gvahoyia UE TV) TNUEpLVY, auadia ToD Bpou.
Aév Tpémet e GAAa ASyta v Eyoupe xaq e «youa ) Tou T, 16Tt & 80 TR
T, GT& GT0la RE TOV TPOTO adTOV UTodtatpeiTal 1) Yoo, Y& elvar uetakl Toug
doUppeTor, ATUndwva war dhoya, Sedoyévou 81t 7 Sralpea Yivetan e Adyoug
axepaiwy aptdpwy (B, Zrory. XIII, Sewp. 6 xai VI Jewp. 30). AAA& 7o
StadopeTind] dmTINT, YwVia 6 A6Y0S THE YpUaTs TokRG SriwtoupYel THY dptaTy
cuppeTpla xat bpopdii xat Emopévmg elvat xat antog egigou mubavig (M. Livio,



ITepi Tou vonTou xat opato) x6amou xatd [ IANatwve: Avadoyies xat cuppeTpieg ... 127

214-216, 106-107. J. Stewart, 2003, 172. 1996, 87).

v) 'H dvaroyia, mob dvagépet 6 ITA&Twy G¢ dnoTtéAeapa TGV TotdY TopGV
& StadopeTinole A6yous: vonais: d6ka = émiatiuy : mioTis = dtdvoia : eixacia,
Suxatohoyeitat, énetdy, i Sipenuéva T mata duneptéyovTaL oTd GoLaipeTa gt
GUVELT] YPUUUT] E BAaT) GpLopéveg IBL6TTTES TEV dvahoyidv, Tod ddopodv T,
civdeon xal 1) Staipeay) Aoywy xat weyeddv (Edxh, Xtory. V 8pot 14, 15 xal
V Semp. 17 »ai 18).

8) Ol Aéyot, mob mpoxunTouy &To Tig AAAERGAATAES TOWES, UTOPOTY VA Tta-
cactadolv (e rouaixols $96yyoug we Baar, thy IMudSaydpeta pousixt). Zthy
Tapolaa ehé Ty EANdUmMoay Adyor éypt To Séxa wt dorduole, mob yproLonot-
fSnxay ano tov [MAdtwva dmwg: 12 (Suaigeam thg Idavixtic tohiteiag, 6A. Nou.
H 848c), 729 (% b0g t@v mohitix@v, 6A. [ToAir, © 587¢), 46656 (dp1dinog o0
Tiwaiov), 5040 (GprtSpog xatoixwy Thg iSavixfg noAtteiog, 6A. Nou., E 737e),
760.000 (YewpeTpinodg dotdpog, 6A. IToAr., E 546¢) xat 972 (rohhanhdsto
70D 36, énAadh ThHe TeTpaxtlog T@v Iudayopeinv).

<

o .

D —

(Eb. Moutaérouhog)

£) Oewp®, TéAog, ToAL TLdavey 6 Te@ToE AdYog vi elvar 3 xai 6 Sevtepos 2,
Onhadh Tod Tptmhaciou xat Simhagciou StaoTipatos (oy. 2 xat 7) xaté T TR6-
turo 100 Tiuadou (36 a-b), Tob IoA:Teixod (266 a) xat the [loActeiag (© HBT
C-€), SL6TL &oyBUEVOL GTd TH movada —b E6dowmog &ptdiée, moU aynuatetal xa-
& 16V SIRAGG L0 Xl TELTAAT 0 AGYoY, T RoAhamAdatoug, elvat TauTéygova Te-
TPAYWVOg Xal x060g, Twg ol B4 (= 82 %) 4%) xat TR9 (= 272§ 9%), ol bmolot Ta-
PLITAVOLY THY dowpkaty xal cwpatixy 0ds o (PihwvTovdatoc, [Tepi ThHe xata
Muwiicéa xoouomotiag, 30).
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B BB B+ B
E -+
rr rir
At
A* ALK ATN
Zxipal Zxnpa 2 Zxnpa3

Agxdpacte AB=to6Mov (Zxrjua 1)

(Exripa 2) BF<I’A=E-BF} 1), &= pntocg peyalvtepog tou 1
B'r’<r'A’=E'B’F' ( )l E pn CH V p [

, AD _ TE
(ExApa3) 1< AT "B <€ (2

e AA_TE L AA _ AT _ AA+AT _ Al _
O AT TEB T TE EB - rE+EB 18 - ° O

H (3) ouvenaystau

Al =&-EB katAdyw ¢ (2) Al > TE (4)

And g (2) kat (4) éxoupe:

AA> Al>TE>EB (5)

onwg €€’ aAouv anarteital katd tov MAdTwva.

Qote yla 6Aeg TI§ TIpEG Tou Adyou (2) oto Sidotnua (1, €)
LloxUet np oxéon (5).

Av unoteBei 6Tt uTApxEl ACAPEIQ KAt TIPETTEL

1<PRB_TE _¢ (6)

AT " EB

TOTE N acAPela auTh aipetal Adyw Twv oxéoewv (5)
agou npokumtet: 011 Al =TE (7)
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B T B™ B’ BT B ] » EMOTAUR )
E |-
16110¢ vonoig-ovoia
vonTog '_' didvola
—r
[ pd T o [~ \
> wiorig
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A_
160G N
opardg 505a-yéveoig
— cikagia
p _/
A ndem A mbem A’ A e A’
Zxfipa 1 Ixfiva 2 Zxfipa 3

Agydpoote 6t (AB) =10 Ghov (Exiipa 1)

Amd 10 IZyipa 2 oto (BIN<(TA) «xai (TA)=¢o }BI‘)
"Eriong (BT)<(TA) «or (TA)=¢ BT )]

omov &= pnrog peyohitepog 1o 1

Amo 10 Zynuoe 3 1<(AF) = (EB) < )
Téte (AA)=(1"E):>(AA)=(AF)=(AA)+(AF)=(AF)<6 3)

(') (EB) (IE) (EB) (I'E)+(EB} (I'B)
Amo v (3) cvvendyetar:
(A=t o (EB) «aiAdym ¢ (2) (AT)>(T'E) (€))]

And tic (2) xai (4) E€xovue:



ITepi Tou venTol xe 0patod x6awou xata ITAdTwva: Avahoyies xat ouppueTpies .. 131

(AA)> (AI')>(T'E) > (EB) ()

Onwg €€ GArov arauteiron katd tov [TAdtwva.

"Qote y1a OAeg Tig TipéG 10D Adyov (2) 010 draompa (1,¢)  ioyxder 1
oxéon (5).

Av Unotelel d1L vapyer doagera Kai SexPel kaveig 6T TpdTOg AOYOG

2‘;11:; = givan iooc (Snhad) 6 110¢) pé 1oV dedtepo Aoyo
) _(TE)_

(AT) ~ (EB) ¢ ©

1018, APod anod Tv (3) ovverdyetan 61t (AA) =fe (TE)

Kai and v (6) 61 (AA) =& (ADD)
npoxvRTEL OTL (TE) =(AI)

(7)

oxéon 1) onoio Epyeton o€ dvrideon pé myv ndyw nopadoxn (5) 1od IIAG-
TOVO.

Ano & mapanave cvpncpaiveror §m 6 MAdTov évvooioe dTi oi 600
abToi Abyor elvar peTath Tovg S1aQOPETIKOIL.

(A4) _(IE)

‘Ovopdlovpe 1OV Sevtepo A6yo ’
palovpe p 0 & - (EB)&

O drodeitovpe 6T 6 npdTOC AGYOG (( ) é]
(BI
(3

glvar peyahdTEPOC Gd TOV SeVTEPO AdYO ((AA) (IE) =£ J

(ary (EB)
©



132 Tewpytog X. Koupdxng

NN (an _ 1 @aH __ 1 @n_ 1
Amd Ty (9) Exovke oL =5 = A S 41 (AD) E 1
(A
Ary =22
(ar) e
(10)
s oy X (TE) _,. |) _ ¢ _ UB_¢
And v (9) Exovue (EB)_f = TE)+(EB) &+1 . (IB) €+1
-_& .
(”3)'5'“ ('B)
an

AALd ovpeova ug Tv avicotnta tod ITAdtova ioyvsl (I'A) > (TE).
Avrkabhotodviag T (TA) kai (T'E) and ti (10) xai (11) Exoupe

(an) _ ¢-(8) : @n
§'+l> Pl = (AN>¢&-(MB) = (FB)>§

kai aviikodotavrag and v (8) Eyovue E>E.

Apa arodsilape d1v 6 npddrog Myog %g_rlj;
sivan pEYUAOTEPOG GO TOV devTEPO MdYO i(-xL)) = '8;—3 .
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ABSTRACT

The aim of this paper is the linguistic and philosophical investigation of the deeper
meaning of Plato’s words in the controversial passage 509d-510a of his Republic. Es-
sentially, the attempted interpretation is not new but as old as the text itself, as the
issue occupied the mathematician Archytas, a friend of Plato, whose interpretation
is accepted. The same view was later adopted by lamblichus, Astius, Stallbaum,
Duemmler and Richter.

According to this explanation, the correct reading is not dvioa Tujuata, “unequal
segments”, as is generally thought today, but ava ioa (@v 7 dv’ ica), “in equal seg-
ments™). The whole line is, firstly, cut twice at the same ratio, providing two, or more
accurately four, ioa xatd Adyov Turpata (“segments equal by ratio”), meaning that
they are proportional to each other. The line is divided from an ontological point of
view on the one hand, producing essence and generation, and epistemological on the
other, producing intellection and opinion. These segments are ioa xaté Adyov, “equal
by ratio”), i.e. proportional, and may be dvica xat’ dptdudv, “unequal by number”.
From this first section arises the proportion: oba io: Yéveats: vonots: 66k (essence: gen-
eration: intellection: opinion).

The word-group “avi tov adtov Adyov” (“in the same ratio”), simply means that the
ratio of these two sections is the same, without hinting at the ratio of the original sec-
tion. It is a technical term, used at the time to denote proportion. In other words, the
magnitudes or values which have the same ratio to each other are proportional.

In order for the four proportional segments, émtatruy, Stavota, miotis and eixacia
(intelligence, reason, belief and conjecture), to be progressively larger or smaller, eg.
a>b>c>d, the ratio of the first section must be greater than that of the second and
third. This may be a reflection of the thought that the difference between intellection
and opinion is greater than that between intelligence and reason, and belief and con-
jecture. Passage 510 a 8-10 “H xai... dpotdddy” confirms the view of those who sup-
port that the images and the example belong to the visible and intelligible world,
rather than plants, animals and material bodies and their images in general, since this
would then contradict both the previous section and passage 534 a.

The upper part of the line may be either the smallest or the largest section, depending
on whether the line is evaluated positively or negatively. In the case that the line sym-
bolises clarity, then the upper part is the largest, while if it symbolises obscurity, the
upper part will be the smallest, because the lesser evil is good. But an inversion is also
possible: no section can be made by the dxpov xai uéoov Adyoy (“extreme and middle
ratio”), i.e. geometrical proportion or the golden section, because the divided segments
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would then be asymmetrical and disproportional to each other.

The proportion of the segments Plato mentions, intellection : opinion = intelligence
: belief = reason : conjecture, albeit arising from different ratios, is fully justified
based on certain attributes of proportions, because the smaller segments are included
in pairs in the larger. This division may be represented by musical notes. I also believe
it likely that the ratio of the first section is 3 and that of the second section is 2, in
which case we have a division of the double and triple interval, as with the division

of the soul in Timaeus.



