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KE®AAAIO 1
EIZAT'QI'H

2KOmOG TOV KEQOANIOL EIVOL M TTEPLYPAPT] TOV SAPOPOV TOTT®V EPELVOG TOL
oLVIETOOV TNV amodeIkTIKn emotun (evidence-based science). Tvykekpyiéva,
avaQépovTal o PACIKA YOPAKTNPIOTIKE TOV EPELVAV Kot SIVETAL ELPUCT| OTIG
peta&y tovg dapopéc. leprypdpetor axdpe 1 Pacikn SO TOV TEPIEXOLEVOL
TOV KEQOAAIOV TNG HETATTUYOKNG SlaTpPc KabdS kot 0 6KOTOG eKTOVIONG

mg.

1.1 Ivpapida TG OTOIEIKTIKNG EMOTHUNG

O am®dTEPOG OTOYOC TNG EMOTNUNG amoTerEl 1 PeArtioon g modttag ¢ {ong
TOoV GVYYpovoLv avBpmdmov. To kVplo epyoreio mov cvuPdiel otn Katevbvven
ot gtvon 1 épgvva. Me Tov 6po £pevva avaQEPOLOCTE GE L0 GLGTILATIKT KOl
KOAGDC — oyedwopévn  dwdikacion  ywoo v emilvon  mpoPAnudtov
(ITapackevomovrog, 1993). T va Bswpnbovv ta gvpfuate UG EPEVVAG
£€yxvopa, ivar amapaitn 1 depedhivnomn TV cuVONKOV KAT® 0o TIC 0Toleg EYEl
deaybei. Kdtow and to mlaiclo avutd oty Proctatiotikn £xel dtopopembei n

mopapida g amodeiktikng emotyung (Isenburg, 2015) (Eikéva 1.1).

v PBdon g mupapidag Ppiockovior ot Epguveg og (do (animal research) kot
0l UEHOVOUEVEC TIEPMTMGELS acbevav (case reports). ‘Eyovv pikpn ototiotikn
woyd Kot dgv pmopovv va. Bewpnbovv 1dwitepo ofdmioteg, emedn Ogv
YPTOLLOTOLOVV OUAOES EAEYYOV YO TNV GUYKPIOT) TOV ATOTEAEGUATOV.

Yy enduevn 0éon Ppickovior ot peréteg acOevov-poptopov (case control
studies). e ovtod TOL TOMOL TIG UEAETEC TMAPATNPOVUE piot opddo Tov £xet
Kkémolo ékPacn oe oyéon pe pio GAAN opddo wov dev v €xel. O gpgvvnTng
Katd TV Suapkeld Tovg mpoomadel vo eviomicel mapdyovteg, Tov THavov va

oyetiCovion pe v éxPacn tov acbevodg, mpokewévov va cvvBécel pia
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OTATIOTIKY oyéomn HeTald Tov mapayoviov kol g ékpacng Eivar Ayotepo
a&10moTeG OO TIG HEAETEG KOOPTNG KOl TIC TUYOIOTOMUEVEG KAVIKEG OOKIUES,
mov Bo avoapepBody oTNV GLVEYELWN, OPOL 1 OTOTIOTIKN OYECoN UETAED TV

napayoviov dev umopel va swpnBei kaborwkr| (Isenburg, 2015).

Metd t1g peréteg acbevav-paptopmv Bpickovtar ot peréteg kodptng (cohort
studies). e avtod TOL TOTOL TG HEAETES TOL AToa TaEVOpOVVTOL avAloya e
v ékbeon Toug N Un o€ Kamoov mapdyovta Kot mapakoiovfodvror ya pio
ypovikn mepiodo, v vo dovpe av Oa mapaTnpoovpE TNV EKPOOT TOL HOGC
evolapépet. [lpoketrat yio éva €idog peletdv Tapatnpnong, 0eov 1 factkn wWéa
glvan vo Topatnpodpe Eva TANBuopd, Tov £xel £va KOO YOPOUKTNPIOTIKO Y10
peydro ypovikd Sdotnue. Etvar Aydtepo a&ldmotes amd TG TUXOOTOMULEVES
KAvikég doxipég, mov Bo avapepBodv oty cuveetn, KabdS ot 600 opades mov
taftvopodvtol to dTopo pmopel va S0QEPOLY MG TPOS  SLLPOPETIKE

YOPOKTNPIOTIKG EKTOC 0o TV vid uehétn ékPaon (Isenburg, 2015).

E&éyovca 0éom oty mopopide TG OMOOEIKTIKNG EMGTNUNG KATEYOLV Ol
Toyatomompéves KAvikég dokuég (randomized controlled trials). ®@swpovvron
amd TNV EMOTNUOVIKT] KOWOTNTO ®G O 7o &ykupog tomog épevvag (gold
standard). Katd v dieoywyn toug ta dtopa xwpilovral toyaio o€ 600 opadeg
(1 evoeyOUEVMG KaL G TEPIGGOTEPES), TNV MEPALOTIKN opdda (treatment group)
Kot TV opdda edéyyov (control group). Ttnv mepouatikny opudado yivetarl pia
mapéuPocn A ko oty opudda eAEyxov yivetan pio mapéupacn B 1 wa eikovikn
napéuPacn (placebo). Agod ta dropo éxovv kataveundei toyoio otig 6v0
ouadec, M Omolo JSPOPH GE KATOLO OTOTEAEGLLO. OPEIAETAL OTOKAEIGTIKA GTNV
OlopopeTikn mopéuPfoon mov ypnoipomomonke. Ot TUYOOTOMNUEVES KMVIKEG
OOKIEG, OV KOL Y10, TNV EMGTNHOVIKT KOWOTNTO ATOTEAOVY TOV MO £YKVPO TOTO
£PEVVOC, 08V KATEXOLV TNV KOPLPN TNG EMGTIOVIKAG VPG, apov TiBeTon

TO €POTNUA v Elval ACQUANG 1 €YWY CUUTEPAGUAT®V Ao TNV KAOe pehétn



yopotd. [a éva emotnuovikd {ftnpa, 1img 6To YOPO NG WTPIKNAG, Eival
ovvnbeg va &xovv Tpayuatonombei diipopeg peréteg. [loAréC amd avtéc pmopei
va 61vOUV HEPOANTTIKA M OVTIKPOLOWUEVO, ATOTEAEGILOTO, TO OTTOi0 VO 0d1 YOV

o€ mopomiovntikd cvpnepacpoto (Higgins & Green, 2008).

Me Bdon ta Topandve, TPOEKLYE 1 avAYKN TG cOVOESTG TOV EVPTUATOV TOV
UEAETOV pE oTOYO TV Eykupn €0y®yn GUUTEPUCUAT®V. XTO TAGIGIO oWTO
avortHxONKoy 0l GLOTNUATIKEG avaoKomioelg (Systematic reviews), ot omoieg
amoTeELOVV  gpevvnTiKég HeBOdOVE, Tov emitpémovv TNV oOvleon  ToV
QTOTELECUATOV TOV PEUOVOUEVOY EpeLVaV. Katéyouv dikaia TV Kopuen Tng
EMGTNUOVIKNG TUPOUIdOC, apod TopEyovy aSIOMIOTO OMOTEAEGUOTO [LE GUEST
EQUPLLOYT OTOV EMIGTNLOVIKO YDPO KOl KUPimg otnv 1aTpikh. 10 Kepdhato 2
mapatifeviol AETTOUEPELES, OV APOPOVV TOV GYEJCHO Kol TV SeEaywyn
Hog £€YKupNG GLOTNUOTIKNG OVOGKOTNoNG. XT0 onpeio ovtd eivon avdykn va
dtevkpviotel, 011 N HOVASQ TOPATHPNONG GTNV GUOTNUOTIKY OvASKOTNGN dgV
glvan o1 ovppetéyovies oAAG ot perétec. Ta Oedopéva TOL  EkbOTOTE
GUUUETEYOVTA, TAV® OTO. OToie oTNPIfovTol 01 TPMTOYEVEIS HEAETEG, OTAVIMG
glvan dwBéopa. H minpopopia mov cuvnbmg divetar og Kdmolo dnNUoGigvon
glvan t0 pétpa  oyxéong/peyédn emidpaong (effect sizes), yw 1o omoin

TpAyLOTOTOEITAN EKTEVIC vaipopd oto Kepdhato 3.

H ovomuatikn avookomnon eivar appnKta cuvoedeprévn Pe TV €vvola Tng
peta-aviioong (meta-analysis), n omoio amotehel v otatictikn dadikacio
ouvheoNC TOV UEAETOV Kol €£(El MG GTOXO TNV TAPOYN EVOG GLYKEVIPWOTIKOD
amotehéopatoc. o Tpdm™ @opd epapudotnke omd to 1904 amd tov Karl
Pearson ce pio mpoomdfeio avVIIHETOTIONG TNG UEWMUEVIG OTATIOTIKNG 10Y0OG,
7oV Ttopovotalovy peAéTeg pe pkpo aplBud coppeteyovtav (Iaidvng, 2009). O
o0pog peta-avaivon ewonydn to 1976 amd to Gene Glass (TaAidvng, 2009).
I[TAnpopopieg yio tov TpOMO GUVOESTC TOV UEAET®V KOl TOV VITOAOYIGHO TOL

GLYKEVTIPMTIKOD amOTEAECUATOC avapEpovtal o6to Kepdlawo 4. EmmAéov, oto
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010 kePdAato yiveTon avapopd otnv évvola g etepoyévelag (heterogeneity), n
omoia oyetiCeton pe Tov Pabud avOUOLOYEVELNG TOV LEAET®V, TOL AcuUPavouy
UEPOG G€ U0 HETO-aVAALGT KaODG kol otnv péBodo Tng peta-maAtvopounong

(meta-regression), n omoia divetl T duvaTOHTNTA SIEPEHYNONG TNG ETEPOYEVELNC.

[oporo to mAcovekTUOTO, T OTATIOTIK MEOOGOC TNG HETO-OAVAALGNC
TOPOVGIALEL OPIGUEVEG AOVVOUIES. EEKIVAOVTAG OO TNV GLAALOYN TOV UEAETDV,
VIAPYEL O Kivouvog vo unv €xovv cuumepiinebdei pelétec, mov KatéAnéav oe
OTATIOTIKOG U1 Oonpovtikd amoteléouarta. [Ipokeltar yio 10 cvotnuUaTiKO
o@dlua dnuocicvong (publication bias). Akoua, evééyetat ot pikpég o€ uéyebog
delyuatog HEAETEC VO SElYVOUV GUGTNUATIKG UEYOADTEPO UEYEDN emidpaone o€
oyxéon pe tig ueyodvtepeg ueiéteg (small-study effect). Aemtouépeleg yuo tig
nopamdve advvapieg kabog ko Tpomor egaxpifworig tovg mopatiBevor oto
Kepdiorwo 5. Evéektikd avapépovpe, 0Tt o Tpdt €vOEEn Yo Tov VIOmGUO
TOVG TPOKLTITEL OO TNV acVLUPETpio Tov dlaypdupatog kovov (funnel plot), to
omoio givar éva amhd dibypappa onpeiowv Tov peyéboug emidpaong Evavtt evog
pétpov akpifetoc, cuvnimg Tov TLTIKOL GEAANATOG TNG HEAETNC. Exel mpoTabel
évag peydiog opBudc amd otatiotikd test yio tov Eleyyo g acvupeTpiog Tov
Swyphppotog kovov petad tov onoiwv ta Egger’s, Begg’s rank correlation
kot Thompson & Sharp’s tests. Xto KepdAiaio 6 mpaypatomoleiton pelétn
TPOCOUOIMOTNG, TOV £XEL MG OTOYO TNV GLYKPION Kol TNV OvAdEEn TV o

OTOTEAEGLATIKAOV Ot TO Topodved test.



YvoTnpoTiKi AvaocKomnon
(Systematic review)

Tvxawnom REVEG KMVIKEGS
doxipég (Randomized controlled
trials)

Mahc,'rsg KOOpTNG
(Cohort studies)

) S N N—

"Epgvoveg AcOevov-Maptopov
(Case control studies)

e

Mepovopéveg TEPMITAOCES

ac0svav (Case reports)

AN

"Epevveg o€ Loa
(Animal research)

Ewcova 1.1 Evderxtixn mopouido. TS OTOOSIKTIKIG EMLOTHUNG

1.2 XKom6g TG NETATTUYLOKNG SraTpifig

H pébodog 1tng peta-avdivong kepdilelt oloéva KOl TEPIGCOTEPOVG
VTOCTNPLYTEG GTO YDPO TNG WTPIKNG, apov Kaboplotikn givol 1 cupPoAn g
oV Peiticoon g KAWVIKNG TpaxTikiG. Qotoc0, 1 péBodog £xet deytel Evrovn
KPITIKN. XT0 TAQICIO0 0VTO YIVETOL OVOQOPA GTNV ETIOPOCT] TOLV GUGTNUATIKOD
opdluatog dnpocicvong (publication bias) xabdg ko oty emidpoon TV
wkpov oe péyebog peketdv ota amoteléoportd g (small-study effect).
‘Exovtag v memoibnon o611 o1 mopambved Kptikég dev €xovv 0éom oy
MEPIMTOON APTIO EKTEAECIUWOV LETA-OVOADGEDV, TPOYLOTOTOLEITAL AVACKOTN O

Kol OlEPELVNOT TAOV SLUPOPOV GTATICTIKMV PEBOdWOV aviyvVELGNE TOVC,.






KE®AAAIO 2
XYXTHMATIKH ANAXKOITHXH

(SYSTEMATIC REVIEW)

Avticeigevo 1ov  KeeoAaiov eivar mn mepypaen G pebodoroylag NG
oLOTNHOTIKNG avackornong (Systematic review). Kato omd to mpiopo avtd
akoAovfel OVOALTIKY TEPLYPOON TOV PACIKOV apYdV TOL OLETOLV TOV

GYEOIOGLO KO TNV DAOTOINON HU0G CUGTNHOTIKNAG AVOCKOTNONG.

2.1 Eidn avaokonnong

270 Y®OPO TG WTPIKNE N PeATioon TG KMVIKAG TPOKTIKNG KOOIGTA EXITOKTIKN
v €ykopn oeEoy®yn GULUTEPUCUATOV OO TO, OTOTEAEGUOTO TOV UEYAAOV
OYKOL UEAETOV, OV €yovv dekoybel mave oe emomuovikd (nmuota. Tibeton
Aomdv 1 avdykn g emava&loAdynong TV  LIapYOVIOV  EPELVNTIKOV
dedopévav, Tov £xovv TPoKOYEL and TG Oldpopeg perétec. Tov okomd avtd
vanpetel M avookoémnon. Me tov Opo avaoKOnNon avaeeEPOLOCTE GE MO
OEVTEPOYEVT EPEVVNTIKT €pyacio, TOv amoteAel mepiinyn ¢ Piproypapiog
KoL €€l OC GTOYO VO GUYKEVIPMGEL Ta. OlOEGILO OESOUEVQ, TTOV OTOVTOVY GE
€vol oLYKEKPIUEVO gpeuvnTikd epdtnro (Antman, 1992). Ot avaokomioelg
dwaxpivovral og apnynuotikés (narrative review) kou cvotnpotikég (Systematic
review). Ocov oa@opd TIC OaENYNUOTIKEG OVOCKOTNOES, Ogv  Olobétovy
GUYKEKPIUEVT dOUN|, TPOGEYYILOVV £Va, EMIGTILOVIKO EPMTNUO LUE VTOKEUEVIKO
TpOmo Kol dev AouPdvovv VoYl Tapdyoviec mov oyetilovtor pe Tov
OYEOOGUO, TNV TOWTNTA Kot 10 péyebog tov OeiyloTog TOV TPOTOYEVAOV
peretav. H ypnomn toug éxel amoppipbel amd tnv TAELOVOTNTA TOV EMGTUOVOV
(Caddvng, 2009). Avtifeta, 01 GLOTNUATIKEG OVOCKOTNGELS TPOYLOTOTOIOVVTOL
HE OLOTNPG KPITHPLOL KOL OTOXEVOLVV OTOV  KaOOPIoHO TOV  KOALTEPO
pebodoroyikd oyedaouévov  peretov  (Iaidvng, 2009). To Oepelmdoeg
otoyeio, MOV KOOIOTA L0 OVOCKOMNGTN CULCGTNUATIKY, &€ivol 1 EVOEAEYNG
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avalpmon ¢ Piproypaeiog (Koapdooa, 2006). Toa omoteréouato piog
GUGTNUATIKNG avaokOmnong gival ta TAEoV evOEdElYUEVAL Y10 EQUPUOYT OTNV
wTpikn Tpaxtiky (MzmedddAn, 2011). Téhog, kabopiotikn eivat 1 GUUPBOAN TG
oV amocaenvion oféfaimv 1 EAMTOV EmOTNHOVIK®V Oepdtov kabdg Kot

otV avalNTnon VE®V EPELVNTIKOV KOTELHHVGEWDY.

2.2 Xvotnpotiki avaokonnon (Systematic Review)

Ot mpdTol MOV GPYICAV VO OCYOAOVVIOL GUGTNUOTIKG HE TNV KPLTIKN
afloldynon tov INUOCIELUEVOV  OVOCKOTNOEMV KOl TPOCTAdnNcav  va
xafopicovv ta otédn, Tov Tpénel va akorovBodvtol, TPoKeEVOL Vo avén el
1N €YKVPOTNTO TOVG, NTOV Ol KOWMVIKOL EMGTHIOVES OTIS OPYES TIG OEKAETIOS
tov 1970 (Mmedhdin, 2011). AxorovBdvtag to mapddetypd tovg, Ta TelevToio
20 ypdvia o1 EMOTAHOVEG OTO YDOPO TNG LYElNS Gpyoav va divovv aitepn
TPOGOYY OTNV TOWOTNTA Kol Vo EKTOVOUV PBAMOYpapikés OVOCKOMNCEL LE
avotnpd pebodoroyikd tpoémo (Mmedrdin, 2011). Mo avaokommon, Yo vo
Oswpnbei avompd ocvotnuotiky, 0o wpémer va dedyston pe Paon éva
TPMOTOKOALO, TO 0Tolo TEPLOUPAVEL GTASI, TOV JETOVTOL OO EMGTIUOVIKESG
apyéc kot kabopilovv tov oxedlacud kail Ty vAomoinon e To otddia Tng
GUGTNUATIKNG avaoKOTnons, Omm¢ avTd TEPLYPAPOVTOL GE EYYEPIOL Yin
emoTAUOVEG  TOov  Otlebvny  un  kepdookomikoy  opyovicpov  Cochrane

Collaboration, givot To TOPAKAT®:

2.2.1 Awtdroon gpsovnTikot epotiuarog (Defining the review question)

To mo onuovTikd Pripa TG GLCTNUATIKNG AVACKOTNONG ATOTEAEL 1] d1OTVTOON
TOV EPELVNTIKOD EPOTAUOTOG, TO OTOT0 KoAgiTal vo, amovtnOel amd v Epevva.
To gpguvntikd ep@TO TPETEL VA VAL COQES KO EMGTNUOVIKE TEKUNPLOUEVO
(ITateddpov & Mmpokarakn, 2010). Axdua, o kaBopiopdc Tov TPEMEL va

yivetor pe t€totov Tpomo, MGTE Vo TPOGOoPIETaL O TUTOG TV GUUUETEYOVIWMV,



Ta €idn Tov TapepPdosmy kot ta €idn Tov amoteleoudrtov (Higgins & Green,
2008). ZvuyKekpiéva, 0 TOUTOC TOV GLUUETEYOVT®V Tpénel va meplopiletal o€
pio cvykekpluévn oudda atopmv Kol To €0pog tov vo, Kabopiletal amd v
nowkihopoppio tov peketov (Higgins & Green, 2008). Zyetikd ue o €idn tov
mapeUPacenv ot peketntég opeilovy va opilovv Tig Vo pelétn Bepomeieg site
avtég eivar dpaocTikég (xopnynon eoapudkov) eite un dpaotikég (placebo)
(Higgins & Green, 2008). Ava@optkd pe to gidn TV amoTEAEoUATOV (OPEALLOL
N emPraPn) mov Bo amoteAécovv TO avTIKEIPNEVO TNG HEAETNG, omorteitonl O
capng Kot okpPng mpocsdopiopds tovg (Higgins & Green, 2008). Télog,
ToPEAANAL (e TNV S10TVTWOT TOV EPMTNLOTOS efval avaykn vo amocagnviletot
Kot 0 okomdg ywo Tov omoio Oa mpaypatomomnBel N EPELVNTIKY OVAGKOTNON

(Higgins & Green, 2008).

2.2.2 KafBopropog kprinpiov eiooymyns kot andkiiong piog perétng
(Defining eligibility criteria)

‘Eva onuavtiko frpa yioo tny aptia dte€oymyn Tng CLOTNUATIKNG VOeKOTNoNG
amoterel 0 KaBOPIoUOG TOV KPITNPI®V EICAYMYNG Kol OTOKAIONG HOG HLEAETNC.
O avompdc KabopIoHog TV KPrTnpimv EvIoEng Kol OmOKAEIGUOD OTOCKOTEL
OTNV EMAOYN EKEIVOV TOV PEAET®V, OV Dempoldvion Mo KATAAANAES Yio TV
MPAYLOTOTOINON  TNG GLOTNUOTIKNAG oavackomnone. Ta  kpumpu  avtd
AVOQEPOVTOL OTO, YOPAKTNPIOTIKE TOV GUUUETEYOVTOV, ©TO &ido¢ 1T1ng
mapéuPoong, otig pebBdoovg cuykplong, oty EkPacn ALl Kol 6To €100¢ TMV
ueret@v (ueréteg kodopnc, acbevav-uaptopwv) (Moteldpov & Mrpokaidkn,
2010). [1épa and T0 TOPATAV®, MG KPITAPLO OTOKAEIGHOD cuyva opilovtal Kot
ol peiéteg, mov 1 BepoamevtiKng Tovg TapéuPacr petaPAndnke katd Tov xpovo
kaOdg Kol o1 adnuocievteg ueAéteg, OMAadN SOAKTOPIKEG daTpPEg, HEAETEG
ouvedplov 1 peréteg pe apvnuikn €xPacn (Foidvng, 2009). To xpihpla

E100YMYNG KOl OMOKAEIGHOD TOV UEAETOV TopaTifEVTOL GTO TPMTOKOALO TNG



GUGTNUATIKNG OVAGKOTNOTG, OQEIloLY va, €ivol OVTIKEWWEVIKA Kol VO, pnv

VTOKEWVTOL GTNV VTOKEUEVIKOTNTA TV gpguvntav (["aAdvng, 2009).

2.2.3 Avofitnon Bifloypagiag (Searching for studies)

Baowr wpobmdbeon, yuo vo yopoKTNPIGTEL U0 GLOTNUOTIKY OVOOKOTNON
agomotn, etval n dvvatdmro emoavdAnyn e Xto mAaico avtd Beswpeiton
avaykaio M avolvtiky meptypagn ¢ Piproypapiog mov  axorovdnOnke
(Taddvng, 2009). Ot epevvnTég cLYVA oTpEéPovTal 6To dudikTLO Kot pe AEEELS-
KAEWW avalnToOVv TANPOPOPIES CYETIKES LLE TO EMOTNUOVIKO TOVG OVTIKEIEVO
Thve og PEAETES aKAONUAIKADY, KPATIKOV 1 WTIKOV opyaviopmv (Iaidavng,
2009). Zmv Otevkdivvon g ovalnTnong TANPOQOPIdY GTOV YMPO TNG
Brotatpucng €xer cupPdier o d1ebvig pn kepdookomikdg opyaviopdg Cochrane
Collaboration pe v avémtvén g Paong dedopévov CENTRAL (The
Cochrane Central Register of Controlled Trials), n omola mapéyet otovg
gpeuvnTtég TANOdpa eheyyduevav dokiucmv (Higgins & Green, 2008). Allecg
niektpovikég Paoelg dedouévov, mov pmopel va mpoaypatomombei avalntnon
Biproypapiog yio Proiotpikég peréteg, eivor oo MEDLINE (Medical Literature
Analysis and Retrieval System Online), EMBASE (The Excerpta Medical
Database), CINAHL (Dissertation Abstracts International), CANCERLIT
(Cancer Literature), TOXLINE (Toxicology Literature Online), DAI
(Dissertation Abstracts International) ka1 1o Ebviké Kévipo Tekunpioong
(National Documentation Centre) (I'oidvng, 2009). Téhog, avalitnon umopsi
va wpoyuatomoindel oe edkég Piproypapiec avaioyo UE TO EMIGTNOVIKO
avtikeipevo g €pevvag (Subject-specific electronic bibliographic datasets)
kabmg kot og diebveic Paoeig dedopévov (National and regional datasets), otic
omoieg eivar owbéowun m Piproypapic, mov mopdybnke amd TNV TOWIKN

kowovia (Higgins & Green, 2008).
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2.2.4 A&roroynon ko emroyn Tov peretav (Selecting studies)

Meta v avalnmon g Piproypapiog axorovbel mn a&loAdynon kot m
EMAOYN eKElVOV TV gpeuvav, ov &yovv deaybei pe tov mo pebodoroyikd
tpémo. H avéyxn avt) omoppéer amd to yeyovdg, OTL 1 EG0Y®YY] KOKNG
TOLOTNTOG UEAETAOV GTNV UETO-AVOAVOT) 00NYel o AavOacuEVE CLUUTEPAGLLOTO
(garbage in-garbage out). T'a tov gvtomoud TOV MO KATAAANA®V HEAETMV
akoAovfeiton and TovG epevVNTEG M mapakdTe Swdkacio. Apywd, yiveton
ovvheon tov dpBpwv Tov TPoépyovtar omd TNV 101 TV HEAETN. ZTNV CLVEYELD,
QmOPPITTOVTOL TO U1 OYETIKA HE TO EPELVNTIKO epdTnua dpBpa pe Pdon tov
titho | Vv mepiAnyn tovg. AkorovBel 1 AvVAKTNGN TOL TANPOLG KEWWEVOL Kot
TPOYLOTOTOLEITOL EAEYYOG Y10 TNV KOVOTOINGT| TV KPITNPIwV KATOAANAGTNTOC
g épevvag. Télog, artioloyeital 1 AmOPAOT ETAOYNG N UN TNG UEAETNG OTNV
avaivon (Higgins & Green, 2008). H Cochrane mepthopfaver pio Aioto
amoépPYNG LEAETMV e TOV KOPLo AOyo amokielcpov tovg (Higgins & Green,
2008). T v oamo@uyn TG MepoAnyiag Tov gpgvvnti 1 OAN dwadikocio
TPOyUoTomolEiTal  amd S0 aveEAPTNTOVG EPELVNTEC KOl OE  TEPIMTMON
ACLUE®VING TO TPOPAN LN ETAVETAL €itE PETE amd cOYKPLoN gite omd Evav Tpito

gpeuvnm (Iateddpov & Mmpokaidxn, 2010).

2.2.5 Kataypoagn ocoopévav (Collecting data)

210 OTGO10 OVTO Ol EPEVVNTES KATOYPAPOLY TO PACIKE YOpaKTNPIOTIKA KaOdC
Kot mAnpogopiec Yy TV  aEOAGYNOT TOL  KWWOOLVOL UEPOANYING TV
GUUTEPTAAUPAVOUEV®Y EPEVVAV GE TPOKADOPIGUEVES TAATQOPILES, TPOKELLEVOD
va ektyunOel o Babpog oporotntog petaly tovg (Ilateddpov & Mmpokaidkn,
2010). O PaBuodg opordtTTag TAVTILETOL PE TNV EVVOLa TG €TEPOYEVELNG UETAED
TOV PEAETOV, 1 epunveia g omoiag mapatifetan oto Kepdhato 4. Xta Pacikd
YOPOKTNPIOTIKA TOV UEAETOV GuUTEPIAAUPAvOVTOL d1dpopeg TANPOPOpies Yia

TOVG GUUUETEYOVTEG, TO OVTIKEIUEVO NG UEAETNG KaOMDC Kol To €idog TV
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Oepomeimv  (eoappoakoroywkée m un) (Higgins & Green, 2008). Ztig
QOPUOKOAOYIKEG Oeparmeieg EMKEVIPOVOLOOTE KUPI®S GTNV d0COAOYIM TV
oopudkev kabhg kol oy dudpkela g Oepaneiog, evd avtioToryo oTIC Un
QOPUOKOAOYIKEG Oepameiec MG EVOLOQPEPEL TO TEPIEYOUEVO KOL O TPOTOC
de&aymyng toug (Higgins & Green, 2008). [1épa amd ta mopondvm, ota facikd
YOPOKTNPIOTIKA GUYKATOAEYOVTOL Ol UETPNOELS TMOV OMOTEAEGUATOV, T
akepaldNTo. TV TopeRPacemv KobBdg Kot M mapovsio  avemBountwv
anotehecpdtmv (adverse outcomes) (Higgins & Green, 2008). O tAnpogopieg
v v oEoA0YNon Tov Kwvdivov pepoinyiog eotialovial otov EAEYX0 NG
HEAETNG ®©G TPog TNV VmopEn €vOC un  OAOKANPOUEVOL  OTOTEAEGUOTOG
(incomplete outcome), otmv ypRon 1N U EPOTNUATOAOYIOL  GTOVG
ovppetéyovieg (bleeding) ot v emlekTiK] OVOPOPE TOV OMOTEAEGHATOG
(selective outcome reporting) (Higgins & Green, 2008). O opyaviopuods
Cochrane Collaboration oty mpocmddeio S1EVKOAVVONG TV EPEVVITAOV TAPEEL
TIG TANPOPOpPIES, TOL CPOPOVV TO Kivovvo pepoAnyiog pe tnv Pondea g
yprong tov epyaieiov Cochrane Collaboration tool (Higgins & Green, 2008).
Mo mv amoevy GEOANATOV 11 OAN JladlKocio TPayHoTOTOlEiTalL amd Vo

ave&aptnrovg epsvvntéc (IMaterdpov & Mrpokoardkn, 2010).

2.2.6 Ltoatiotikn avdivon (Statistical analysis)

Metd v kotoypoen Tov 0edouévev, T0 ETOUEVO PO TNG GLUGTNUOTIKNG
avooKOTmNoNG omoTeEAEL 1 oToTIoTIKN avaivor. O pdloc e eivar 1dtaitepo
ONUAVTIKOC, AoV EMOIDKEL VO, GLUVOECEL OAO, TO, EVPAUATA TOV VIAPYOVOCDV
peret@v oe éva ovykevipotikd oamotéiecpo ([lateldpov & MmpokoAdk,
2010). H otatiotikn pébodog pe v omoia mpaypartomoteiton n ovvheon tov
UEAETOV, TTOL EMAEYOVTOL OO TNV GUOTNUATIKN OVAGKOTMNOT|, UE GKOTO TNV
dnuovpyio. €vOG GLYKEVIPMOTIKOV OMOTEAECUOTOG, KOAEITOL pETO-0VAALGN
(FCoddvng, 2009). H peto-avaivon emruyydvel v avénon Tng OTATIOTIKNG
1oYvOC Ko TNG axpifelag oe oxéon pe Tig emuépoug peiéteg (Higgins & Green,
12



2008). Me tnv Bondeld tng aviyvedovTol Kol TOGOTIKOTOIOVVTOL Ol TAPAUETPOL,
™G TPOG TIG 0moieg o1 peAéteg drapépovy ueta&d tovg (Higgins & Green, 2008).
Axoépo, emttpénel vo peret@vtor Bépata yio ta omoio dgv B pmopovoaue va
€yovpe TANpoYopieg amd TV KAOe PHEAETN YOPLOTE, EVD TOVTOYPOVE GUUPALEL
oTNV JOUOPPMOT] VEDY EPEVVITIKDV EPOTNUATOV Y10 LEAAOVTIKY OlEPELVNON
(Higgins & Green, 2008). [Tapoia ta Betikd otoryeio mov mapovotdlel, N HeTA-
avaivon dev gival LTOYPEMTIKY GTO TAOIGLO TNG GUOTNUOTIKTG OVOCKOTNONC.
IToAAég @opég M GoKkomn xpnomn TN odnyel 6e TAPATAOVNTIKO CUYKEVIPMTIKA
QTMOTEAECLLOTO. ZUYKEKPLLEVA, 1] EPAPLOYN TNG OEV GUVIGTUTUL GE TEPUTTMGELS
HEeYGANG TOWKIAOHOPOING TV HEAETMV ((OG TPOS TOVG GLUUETEYOVTES, TOV TOTO
TOV TOPEUPACEDV KAT.) KAOME Kot OTAV Ol VILAPYOVOES LEAETESG TAPOVTLALoVV
VYNAO kivouvo pepoinyiog (Higgins & Green, 2008). Av dgv npaypotomowmBel
LETO-0VAADOT] KOTA TNV S1EPKELN TNG GUGTNHATIKIG OVOUGKOTNOTG, Ol EPEVLVNTEG
TOPOVGLALOLV TO EVPTLOTA TV LEAETAOV YWPLOTE, YOPIG va yivetal avapopd e

KAmo10 cuyKevTp@TIKO anotédespa (ITatelapov & Mrapokorakn, 2010).

2.2.7 llapovoiaon aroteleopdtov (Presenting results)

210 otddlo ovtd mapovoldlovrol oe Evav Tivaka To POcKO YOPUKTNPIOTIKA
TOV UEAETOV TOL GUUMEPLEANQONGOV otV avackdnnon, Omwg o aptpog
ooppeteydvtov, m  puébodoc deaywyne, ot Odpopsg Oepomeieg  wov
ypNoomomonKoy pe to amoteAEcHaTd Tovg KoM Kol To €100¢ HEPOATYING
¢ ekdotote perétng (Higgins & Green, 2008). Avagépetor emiong o akpiPng
apOpuoc TV avoktnOEvIoV LEAETMOV 6TO 6TAdW0 TG avalnTnong, o aplBudc tov
UEAETOV OV OEV GLUTEPIEANPONCAY TNV OVOCKOTNOT KOOMG Kol Ol aLtieg
amoxieopov tovg (Iateddpov & Mrpokadxn, 2010). Térhog, oTnv mepintwon
OV TIPOYLOTOTTOUNOEL GTATIOTIKT] OVIAVLGT KOTA TNV OLAPKELN TNG OVOCKOTNONG,
ATOLTEITOL 1) AVOAVTIKY] TOPOVGINGT] TOV GUYKEVIPOTIKOV OTOTEAEGUATMOV TNG.
Mo v KodvTtepn epunveio TPOTEIVETUL TOL ATOTEAEGHATO VO GUVOSEHOVTOL OO
Stapopa dlaypappata, Ommg to didypoppo ddcovg (forest plot) 1 to didypapipo
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kovov (funnel plot), mov emttpénovv e emmpochet depedvnon (Higgins &
Green, 2008). Aemtouépeleg yioo T YpNon TOV TOPOTAVE S0y POpUETOV

avagépovtar avtiotoryo ota Kepdiowo 4 Kot 5.

2.2.8 Eppnveio amoTteAeopdTOV KOt O1EEAY®YT] COUTEPUSUATOV

(Interpreting results and drawing conclusions)

To tehgvtaio PR TG CLCTNUATIKNG AVOCKOTNONG anoTerel 1 eppunveia Twv
amotelecudrov kol n eEaymyn cvumepocudtov. Eival wdwitepa kabopiotikod,
POV TO ELPNUOTO TG CVOTNHATIKNG AVACKOTNOTG £X0VV AUECT) EQUPLOYT GTO
XDPO TNG TPIKNG Kot fonbovy tovug KAviKobg oty ANyn opbdv amopdcemy.
[Ipokdmter Aowmdv M avaykn ¢ akpiPoldc Kot capovg OaTdhnwong Tov
EUPNUATOV, 1] OTOl0 TKOVOTOLEITAL OO TNV TANPN TAPOLGINCT) OA®V TV
TANPOPOPLDV, TTOL oyeTilovtar ue onuovtikd amoteléopata (Higgins & Green,
2008). Télog, To. AMOTEAEGUOTO TN GTATIOTIKNG aviivong dev B mpémel va
VIOKEVTOL GTIV VITOKELUEVIKOTITO TWV EPEVVITMV, Y10 OVTO 1| TOPOVGINGT| TOVG
WPENEL VO, YiveTal UE TN ¥PNON TOV SCTNUAT®OV EUTIGTOGUVNG KOl TMV

avticToy MV emmédmV 6ToTIoTIKNG onpavtikoéttag (Higgins & Green, 2008).
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KE®AAAIO 3
METPA IXEZHEX/METEOH EINAPATHE
(EFFECT SIZES)

Y10 Kepdhawo 3 meprypdoovrar to pétpo oyéong/peyédn emidpoong (effect
sizes), To omoio EMTPEMOVY TNV TOCOTIKOTOINGT KOlL GOYKPION  TNG
OMOTEAECULATIKOTNTOS TOV TOPEUPACEOV T®V UEAETOV, TOL TANPOVV T
KPUIMPLoL oS cLOTNHOTIKYG avaokonmong. H avilvon eotibleton o peyéon

EMIOPUGTG TOV APOPOVV GUVEXT] KUl OLYOTOUO OEGOLLEVCL.

3.1 Métpa oyéonc/Meyédn emidpaong (effect sizes)

Ye plo toyoromompévn perétn 1o delypo ywpiletor oe 600 opddeg, ™V
nepapatikny (treatment group) kou v opdda eléyyov (control group). Xt
GUVEYELQ, TPAYLOTOTTOlEITAL Uio, TapEUPOOT] GTNV TEPOUATIKN Opdda, cuvnOmg
pio Ogpameio ko o GAAN TapéuPaoct, Yopnynon EKOVIKOD QApUAKOL GtV
oHado EAEYYXOV. XTOYOC TNG UEAETNG Elval O EAEYYOG TNG OTOTEAEGLOTIKOTITOG
g Oepoameiog, 1 omoio TPUYUATOTOLEITAL IE TNV GVYKPLIOT TOV EKPACEDY GTIC
00 opddeg. Ot 61apopoL TPOTOL LE TOVG 0ToioVg popel vo, TpaypoatomomOei
oUYKploN TeV ekPdcemv oTig 000 ouddec KaAoUVTOL HETPO, oYéong 1 ueyEom
emidpaong (effect sizes). H gvon towv amoteheoudtov mov eEdyovrar dev givat
id10L Yoo OAEG TIG UEAETEG KO GUVETIMG dEV UTOPOBV Vo, ypnoiomoindovy to ido
ueyEom emidpaong yio OA0VG TOVG TOTTOVE OEOOUEVMV. LTO TAAIGL0 TNG dlatpPig
0o aoyoAnbodue pe diyodtopnn Kot cuveyn dedopéva. Ayotope (dichotomous)
yopaktnpifovral to dedopéva, mov UTopovV vo. AABouv ¢ T povo pio amod
TIg dV0 Kkatnyopieg avtamokpiong (yeyovog - uUn yeEYovog), €V GLVEXN
(continuous) yapoxtnpifovtoar to dedopéva, mov AapPdvovv omoladnmoTE

apIOUNTIKN TN,
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3.2 Mey£0n emidopaong Yo o1 0Topa ogdopéva

To peyébn enidpaong yio to dtydTOpo dEdOUEVA EIVaL O1 SLUPOPETIKOL TPOTOL, LE
TOVG 0TOI0VG GLUTEPUIVOVLE, OV EVo. YeYovog glvar To mlavo va cupufel otnv
TEPOUATIKN Opdda og oyéomn Le TNV opdda eAEyyov pe T Pondela TV evvolmv
™G avaroyiag Kot Tov Kiwvddvov. Me tov 0po avoroyio otn PlocTaTioTikn
KaAovpe to mNAiko tov apBpold TV Yeyovotmv Sl ToL aplBUoy TV un
yeyovoTmVv kol avtictoyyo kivduvo kahoOpe to mmAiko tov aplBpod TV
EVVOIKOV YEYOVOTOV TPOG TOV GUVOAKO oplBud yeyovotwv. Ta mo yvootd
peyén enidpoaong eivar mn Swpopd kwddvov (Risk Difference), o Adyog

avoroyiov (Odds Ratio) kat o Aoyog kivdvvov (Risk Difference).

Mo tov oplopud tovg Bewpovpe po. pHeAétn m omoio €xel dVO OoveEAPTNTEG
opddeg, ™V mepapaTiky Kot Ty opdda eléyyov. Zvuporilovpe pe a, b to
mA0og TV gREOVIcCEDV 1 UN OVTIGTOLYO TOV YEYOVOTOG, TTOV LOG EVOLOQEPEL
OTNV TEPAPATIKT Ouada Kot pe €, d to TAN00G TOV eppavicemv N Un avtiotoryo
TOV YEYOVOTOG OtV opdda eAéyyov. Ot TAnpopopieg avtég angikoviloviat 6Tov

TOPOKATO 2X2 Tivake GUVAPELOS.

I'eyovog Mn yeyovog Yvvolro
(event) (no event)
Mewpapatik a b ny=a+b
onaoa
Opddo ehéyyov c d n, =c+d
atc b+d n=a+b+c+d

Hivoxog 3.1: 2X2 mivaxog ovvapeiog (iog omodetikng ueléng
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Mo ta dydtopo dedopévo 10 péyebog emidpacng divetoaw amd TN oyéon
effect size = f(pr) — f(Pc), Omov pr = ni n mbovotnTa aviamdKpiong oTnv
1
TEPOUOATIKT Opada, Pc = ni N TOavOTNTA AVTATOKPIONG OTNV OUdda EAEYYOV
2

kot f(+) n ovvaptnon évmong (link function) (Borenstein et al., 2009).

3.2.1 Awgopa Kwvdvvov (Risk Difference)

Av m ovvaptnon éveong etvar 1 TowtoTikn| tote To pEyedog emidpaons kaeiton
dapopd kwvdvvov (risk difference) kon opiletar og N Swpopd Tov KvdHVOL

peTa&h NG TEWPAUOTIKNG OPAdOG Kot TNG Opadag eAEYYOV.

RD = f(pr) — f(Be) = Pr — Pe = ﬁ ~ ﬁ (Borenstein et al., 2009)

2 ovvéyewn, akoAovBel 0 VTOAOYIGUOC TNG OCVUMTMOTIKNG OLKDUOVOTG TNG

dapopdg kvdvvov (RD) :

\ A Pr(1-Pp) R Pc(1-P¢) ,

Amo 10 yeyovoc 6t pr ~N (pT,%) xow pe ~N (pc,%) TPOKVOTTEL
1 2

OTL | TocOTTO Pr — P EYEL OOLUTTMOTIKY SOKOUAVOT TOV EKTIUATOL QIO TN

oyéon:

.\ pr(-PD) | PP _ _ab od
Var(pr —po) » = — + == =55 t o

ab cd

Apa, Var(RD) = Var(f’T - f)c) ~ a3 T )

Yvvovalovtag to mopomdve, mpokdmter to 100(1 — )% mpooeyyloTikd

SLIoTNUE EUTIGTOGVHVIG Yio TNV dtapopd Kivdvvov RD:

[LRD’ URD] = [RD - Zl—O(/Z ’VaT(RD) ) RD + Zl—O(/Z ’VaT(RD)\
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To zi_g/2 avumpocwneder 10 1—a/2 mocootioio onueio ™G TLIIKNG

KOVOVIKNG KOTOVOUNC.

Eppnveia

Av RD =0 t6te ovumepoivovpe 0Tl dgv LRAPYEL SLOPOPO AVAUESH GTNV
TMEPOUATIKN KoL 6TV opdda eAéyyov. Av RD > 0 eivon o mBoavov 1o yeyovodg
vo. cupPel oV TEPOUATIKN Opade amd OTL 6TV opdado eAéyyov. Avtieta, av
RD < 0 givor Aiyotepo mbavov va cuuPei 1o yeyovog otV TEPAUOTIKN Ao OTL

GTNV OULAdO EAEYYOV.

Hopatnpioceig

H dwapopd xktvévvov (RD) cav pétpo enidpaong eivar ebkoAn oty epunveio Kot
KaTavonT amd Toug KAwiKove. [Tapoio avtd dev ypnoyLonoteital cuyvd otV
TPAEN, YioTl N EQUPOYT TNG O€ dLPOPETIKOVE TANBLGODES 0dNYEL GLUYVA GE un
EQIKTEG THEG. AKOpa, dev AapPAvel VITOYIV TNV OPYIKN Kol TEAIKN T0avoTnTO
mapd povo v dagopd tovg. o mapddsrypo, av 1 mbavotnto Oavitov
axoAovBovtag pio Oepoancio A peidvetor and 70% oe 68% kot axoiovbovTog
pia Oegpaneia B perwveton and 3% oe 1%, t6TE Ko GTIC dVO TEPMTMGELS TO
RD = 2%, ywpic va Aapfdvetar vrdyty, OTL oTnv Og0TEPN TEPIMTOON 1)

mOovoTNTO PEID®ONKE 6TO £val TPITO TNG APYIKNG TIUNAG TNG.

3.2.2 Aodyog avoroyrav (Odds Ratio)

O Xoyog kvddvov opiletor ®¢ TO TNAKO TNG AVOAOYIOG GTNV TEPAUATIKN
oudida TPog TNV ovoroyio oTnV opdoa EAEYYOvL.
ad

=+ (Borenstein et al., 2009)

OR = avoAoyia oTNV TEPAPATIKY Opada

avoAoyia otnv opdSa eAéyxov

alao|w
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Zoyva peTpdpe Tov Adyo avaroyiag otnv AoyaptOpkn KAlpoka. ATodeikvoeTal

ot otav M cvvaptnon ovvdeon eivar f(x) = logit(x) pe logit(x) = log( = ),

1-x
T0 péyebog emidpaong eival o Adyog avaroyiog EKPPUCHEVOG TNV AOYUPIOUIKT

KMpoka. Ewducotepa ioyvet ot

a

. A A 1 1 —C
effect size = f(p1) — f(Pc) = logit (a-l-—b) — logit (c n d) =

a C

= log (:Lbi) —log (%) =log (%) —log (g) = log @) =log(OR).

a+b c+d
Apa, log(OR) =logit(pr) — logit(p.) = log (%) —log (&)

m ovvégeln, 0o TPOodlopicovUE TNV  OCVUMTOTIKY  OUKDUOVGT  TOV

Loyapifuov Tov Adyov avaroyudv log(OR) :

’ o A a r J ) , ) ’
Eivat yvoot6 6t1 pr = — Kot amd 10 VOpo Tov peybAmv apBudv £xovue OTL

PT—DPT

pr(1-pr)
nq

~N(0,1) acvurtotikd. Eeappdlovtag tn dédta puébodo ya f(Pr) =

1
pr(1-Dr)

Pr 1ra . , —
lo (—) K = K SCloit(h) =
g e a (D) ,  Tmpokbmtel 0Tl logit(pr)

1
npr(1-pr)

1 Pr(-pr) _ 1 —
ﬁT(l—ﬁT)\/ " _\/nlﬁT(l_ﬁT) kot Var(logit (pr))

1

Avtictorya, &xovpe 6t ko Var(logit(pe)) = 1y *Per(1-Po)
2 *Pc*(1=Dc

H oovuntotiky Swkdpavon Tov  AoyopiBpuov Tov  AOYOL  OVOAOYIOV

log(OR) voloyiCetau:

Var(log(OR)) =~ Var(logit(pr)) + Var(logit(p.)) ~

1 1
+

Tarn () (- cros () (1-5)
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_a+b+c+d
" axb cd

_a+b+c+d
“axb axb cxd cxd

I 1 1 1 1
Var(log(OR))za+B+E+a

Zvvdvalovtag ta mopamdve, mpokvmret to 100(1 — )% mpooeyyioTied

SLAGTNUO EUTIGTOGHVIG Y10 TOV A0YAP10HOo TOL AOYOV aVOAOYIDY

[LIOQOR! UZOQOR] = [logOR — Z1-q/2 ’Var(log(OR)) ,10g0R + z;_q» fVar(log(OR))l

kot 1o avriotoryo 100(1 — a)% mpoceyyloTikd ST EUTIGTOGVHVNG Y10 TO
AOyo avoroyiwy  [eliegor, eUlegor] To z,_, /2 avTmpocwrevel 0 1 — a/2

TOGOGTIOL0 GNUEIO TNG TUTIKTG KOVOVIKNG KOTOVOLLG.

Eppnveia

Av OR =1 1618 ovumepoivovpue OTL dev vLEAPYEL Olopopd peTald TOV
AVOAOYIDV GTNV TEPAUOTIKT Opdd0, Kot oty opddo, eAéyyov. Av OR > 1 eivan
100(1 — a)% mio mbavodv to yeyovog vo couPel oy melpapotikny ouddo amd
ot oty oudada eréyyov. Avtibeta, av OR < 1 givar Aydtepo xatd 100(1 —
o)% mbavov 1o yeyovdc va ovufel oty mepapoTiky ouddo omd 6Tl oTNV

opada eLEyyov.

Hapatypricelg

O Aoyog kvovvov (OR) dev givar 1diaitepa katavontdg amd Toug KAvikovs. Eva
GAAo petovéKTnUo givar 1 dmapén UNOEVIKOV KEAMMY GTOV TIVOKO GUVAQPELOGC.

ALl0QOPETIKEG EVOAAAKTIKEG Exouv Tpotabel 6e ot TNV TEPITT®ON, OTMOC M
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Tpocheon evog moAD UiKpov apBpod ce Oha ta keMd (wy. 0.5), oAAd dev
VTAPYEL OLOQOVIOL TPOG TNV KATAAANAN TEYVIKN YO OVTEG TIG TEPUTTOGELS.
Qot6c0, oe avrtibeon pe o vwOAOwma pPETPA BEong M EQOPUOYN TOV GF

SoQopeTIKoVE TANOLGLOVC 001 YEL TAVTO OE EQIKTEG TTPOPAEYELS.

3.2.3 Adyog kvdvvou (Risk Ratio)

O Loyog Kvdvuvou opiletor og To TNAIKO TOL KIvdUVOL GTNV TEPOUATIKY Opdda

TPOG TOV Kivduvo oty opdda eLEyyov.

a

Kiv8uvogG oTnV TELPALATLKY OpadSa aTb a(c+d .
RR = XVOUvOs oTy MEDARATU Onddx _ 4b — ACHD) (3o anctain et al., 2000)
kivéuvog otnyv opada eAéyxouv e c(a+b)

Zouyva petpape Tov AOyo Kivduvou oty Aoyapldukn] KMpoka. AmodeikvoeTar,
6t 6tav 1 cuvaptnon cvvdeong eivar f(x) = log(x) to péyebog enidpaong eivan
0 AMOYOG KIvOOVOL EKQPUGLEVOS GTNV AoyoptOptkn KMo,

a
a c
effect size = f(py) — f(p,) = log (m) —log (c-l-_d) = log (#) = log(RR).

c+d

Apa, log(RR) = log(ﬁT) - log(ﬁc) = log (i) —log (L)

c+d

2 ovvéxeln, 0o TPOGOOPIcCOVIE TNV OCLUTTOTIKY JSKVUAVGT TOL AOYOL

Kwdvvov log(RR):

Eivar yvootd 611 pr = ﬁ KOt 0710 TO VOO TV UEYAA®V apldudy £xovue OTL

%~N (0,1) aovuntotikd. Epapuoloviag ) dérto uébodo yw f(pr) =
TI7PT

ni

A I (A _ 1 /. I3 _ _ 1_ﬁT
log(pr) wa f (pT)—E, TPOKOMTEL  OTL  Selogpy) = /m Ko

1-Pc
nypc’

Var(log(pr)) = % . Katd avtiotoryia égovpe 6t kou Var(log(p.)) =
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H oovuntotiky Sakdpoven Tov  Aoyopibuov tov  Adyov

log(RR) vroloyiletat:

Var(log(RR)) ~ Var(log(pr)) + Var(log(p.)) ~

_ 2 __<
~ a+b + c+d
a (o
@+« (55)  Crd« ()
a+b —a c+d —C

Sar@tb) Tar@tb) Tcrcrd) Tercrd)

1 1 1 1
a a+tb c c+d

Var(log(RR)) 11 +1 !
artiog “a a+b ¢ c+d

Kvovvou

Zvvdvalovtag ta mopamdve, mpokvmret to 100(1 — )% mpooeyyioTied

SLAGTNUO EUTIGTOGVVIG Y10 TOV A0YAP1OHOo TOL AdYoV KIVOUVOU

[Liogrrr Utogrr | = [1ogRR =z /Var(BIgTRR)) ,10gRR + 2,y /Var(log(RR))]

kot avtiotoyyo 0 100(1 — a)% mPooeyYIoTIKO SIAGTNIO EUTIGTOGVVNG Y10 TOV

AOY0  KvdHvVou [eLlogRR,eUlogRRJ. To zy_q/; ovumpoconeder 0 1 —o/2

TOGOGTIOH0 GNUEID TNG TVTIKNG KAVOVIKNG KOTOVOUNC.

Eppnveia

Av RR =1 1016 cvumepaivovpe 011 dev vmapyel dSaeopd GTOV Kivouvo

avApeco oTNV MEPOUATIK oudda Kot otnv oudda eAiéyyov. Av RR > 1

givar 100(1 — a)% mio mBavdv 10 yeEYovOg vo GuPEL 6TV TEWPAUATIKY Opadol

omd OTL otnv oudda ehéyyov. Avtibeta, av RR <1 elvar Aydtepo kotd
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100(1 — a)% mBavdv to yeyovoc va. cuuPel oty TEWPAUATIKY Opdda amd

OTL OTNV OpHAda EAEYYOVL.

Hapatnpriceig

O Aoyoc kivovvov (RR) cav pétpo emidpaong ypnoylomoleitor cuyva otnv
TPA&N, Yot ivar €0KOAOG oTNV EPUNVEID, KOl KATAVONTOC OO TOVE KAWVIKOVG.
Qot600, dwkpiveral and advvouies, kKabdg 1 EPAPUOYN TOV GE SLUPOPETIKOVG
TANOVGHOVG 00N YEl TOAAEC POPEG GE LN EPIKTEG TIUEG KO UIKPEG EVOAAAYEC GTOL
dedopévo  divouov  peyadec omokiicels ot mpoPréyels.  Emiong, av

AVTIGTPEYOLLLE TO YEYOVOG, 0 AOYOG KIvOvvoy evoéyetal vo alha&el piukd.

3.3 Mey£0n emidpaong Yo cuveyi] 6gdopsva

Ot Jlapopetikoi TPOTOL UE TOVG OTOIOVC GLYKPIVOLUE TOVG UEGOVLS GTNV
TEPOALOTIKY OHAdN Kot 6TV Opdda ELEYYOV, MOTE VO GUUTEPOIVOVLE GE TTOLOL
and T1g 000 ouddeg glvon mo mBovod va cvpPel To yeyovos amotelovv ta pueyEdn
emidpaong (effect sizes) yio ta ovveyn dedopéva. Ta mo yvootd peyédn
enmidpaong eivor 1 dopopd pécwv (Mean Difference) kot m tvmomomnpuévn
dwpopd péoov (Standardized Mean Difference). T'e tov opiopd tovg
Oewpovpe pio perétn, m omoia £xel dVO AveEAPTNTEG OUAOEG TNV TEPOUOATIKN
Kol TV opdda eEAEyyov. ZoppoAilovpe pe m, Kot Sd; TNV SEIYPOTIKN UECT) TN
KOL TV OELYUOTIKY] TUTTIKT G7TOKALGT] GTNV TEPALOTIKY OLAS0 KOl OVTIGTOLYO, e
m, Kot sd, TNV SEYHOTIKN HEST] TN KL TNV OEIYUATIKN TUTIKY OTOKALOT] GTNV

opada eréyyov. Ot TANpoPopiec 0TS amelkovifovTal GTOV TaPUKAT® VK.
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AgrypoTikn AgrypoTikn Méye0og
Méon Twn Tomua Agiypatog
Amdéxion
Iewpapatucn m; sd; n;
onaoa
Opéda eréyyov m, sd, ng

Hivaxag 3.2: O1 moootnTeg yLa 10, ovvey 0e0oUEVo,

3.3.1 Awagopa péowv (Mean Difference)
H Swpopd pécwv opiletor g 1 Sopopd Tng Setylatikng HEONS TIUNG TNG
TMEPOUATIKNG OUASOG KOl TNG OUAdNG EAEYYOV.

MD = m; —m. (Borenstein et al., 2009)

H extipnon g daxvpovons mg dopopds pésmv vroroyileTor amd v oyéon

2 2
Var(MD) = 2t 4 X

—+ (Cohen, 1988). Xvvdvalovtag ol TOPATAVE®,
t C

npokvmtel to 100(1 — a) % didoTnpo EUTIGTOGHYNG Y10 THY d0POPE HECOV:

[Lvp, Ump] = [MD — Z1_q2 /VEr(MD) ,MD + 24 g7 /VEr(MD)]

To z_g/2 avumpocwneder 10 1—a/2 mocootioio onueio ™G TLTIKNG

KOVOVIKT|G KOTAVOUNG.

Eppnveia

AvMD = 0 t6te ocvumepaivovpe OTL dev LRAPYEL OOPOPE OVAUESH GTNV
MEPOLATIKT Opdda Kot oty opdda eAéyyov. Av MD > 0 10 yeyovog gival mo

mOOVOV v GVUPEL GTNV TTEPAUATIKTY OUA0 GE OXECT UE TNV OUAd0 EAEYYOL.
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Avrifeta, av MD < 0 10 yeyovdg eivar mo mhoavov vo cuopPel otnv opdda
EAEYYOVL GE GYEOT LE TNV TEPOLATIKN.
Hapatnpriceig

H ypnon g dopopds pécov (MD) g pétpo emidpaong amaitel Oheg ot
peréteg va akoilovBovv v S KAlpoka ywo v pétpnon g éxPaong

€10AADG KOTOAYOVLE GE TOPATAAVITIKE GUUTEPAGLOTAL.

3.3.2 Tuvromowmpévn dregopd péomv (Standardized Mean Difference)

H toromompévn dopopd pécwv pe PAom TG TPAYHOTIKES TULES TOV LEAETMV

opifetan ®¢ M SEOPA NG TLTOMOWUEVNG OEWYUOTIKNG HEONG TWNAG TNG
TEWPOLOTIKNG Opadag kat ¢ opddag eréyyov (Cohen, 1988).

(ng—1)sd¢?+(nc—1)sd>
ng+ne—2

m¢ mc

SMD =

, Omov S =
Spooled Spooled OTov pooled \/
H extipnon g daxdpaveng e TVTOTotIéVNC dlapopdc vroAoyiletal amd

ne+ne SMD?
nene 2(ng+ng—

mv oyéon Var(SMD) = ) (Cohen, 1988). Xvvévalovtog to

nopordveo mpokvrtet to 100(1 —a) % ddotnua gumoTochvng Yoo TV

TUTOTOMUEVT] SLOPOPA UECDV:

[Lsmp, Usmp] = [SMD — Zi_a)2 /V’;Ir(SMD) ,SMD + z1_q7 ’VEr(SMD)}

To zy_g/2 avumpoowneder 10 1—a/2 mocootioio onueio ™G TLTIKNG

KOVOVIKTG KOTAVOUNG.

Eppnveia

Av SMD = 0 1t6te ocvumepaivoope 61l dev vIAPYEL SLOPOPA AVAUESH GTNV

TMEPOLATIKN Opddo Kot oty opdda eEAéyyov. Av SMD > 0 1o yeyovdg sivon o
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TOOVOV v GVUPEL GTNV TEPAUATIKY OUA0 GE OXECT UE TNV OUAd0 EAEYYOVL.
Avrtifeta, av SMD < 0 10 yeyovog eivar wo mbavov va cupfeil oty opdda

eEAEYYOVL GE GYEOT LLE TNV TEPOUATIKN.

Hapatnpriceig

H ypnon g tumomompuévng diapopds pécwv (SMD) wg pétpo emidpaong €xet
TO WAEOVEKTNUA, OTL umopel vo. GuVOLAGEL LEAETES OV £XOLV TO 1010 KAWVIKO
ATOTELEC O AALA S10POPETIKO YPpOVO 1) TPOTO HETPNIONG NG EKPaons. QoTdoo,
vrapyet pia Pacwkn advvopio. Ymodetet, 0Tt 1 StokOpoven HeTaEd TV HEAETOV
OPEIAETOL OTIG OWPOPETIKES KAILOKES HETPNONG 7OV EVOEYOUEVOS £XOVV
ypnowonomBel Kor Oyt o TPAYUATIKEG OOPOPES TNG SWKVHAVONG TV
minbvoudy, pe OmOTEAEGHO OE OPICUEVEC TEPIMTMOGCEL VO KAUTUANYEL GE

TOPOTAAVITIKG GUUTEPAGLLOTAL.
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KE®AAAIO 4
META-ANAAYXZH (META-ANALYSIS)

2KOTOG TOL KEPUANiov gival 1 Tapovsiocn g nebodov g peta-avaivong, 1
omoio.  OomOTEAEl MO OVTIKEWEVIKY KOl 7OcOoTik]  peBodoroyia, mov
YPTCULOTOLEITAL VIO TNV GUVOEST] EPELVNTIKMY WEAETMV TOL £YOVV YiVEL GTO
wapel0OV, ®oTE Vo 00NYNOOVV GE &V GUYKEVIPMTIKO OTOTEAEGUO. XN
GUVEYELD, TEPLYPAPOVTOL OVOAVTIKG To 000 povTéda, mov Kabopilovv To
OVYKEVIPOTIKO amotérecpo: poviého otabepav emdpdoewv (fixed effect
model) kou poviélo toyaiov emdpdcemv (random effect model). Avaivovtot to
Swaypdppote ddocovg (forest plots), mov amotedobv TOV MO YOPOKTNPIOTIKO
TPOMO  CYNHOTIKNG TOPOLGINONG TMV OMOTEAECUATOV 1TNG HETA-OVAALGNG.
[MopatiBetor akdpe 0 OPIGUOC TNG ETEPOYEVELNS TV HEAETOV KOl Ol TPOTOL
gvtomicpol me. Télog, vy v kaAdTePN epunVvelnl TOV OTOTELECUATOV TNG
peta-avéivong mapovcidletor n péBodog ¢ peTa-moAvdpounong (meta-

regression), pe v omoio evTomileTaL 1 TNYN ETEPOYEVELNG TMOV UEAETMV.

4.1 Meta-avéivon

Xrg pépeg pog o pubBudc pe tov omoio mapdyston kor gumAiovtileTon m
EMOTNLUOVIKTY YVOOT] €lval To TayO¢ amd moTé 6TV 1oTopio TG avlpwmoTnTag
(Mabe, 2009). H minbdpa tv dNUOCIELUATOV 68 GLVOVAGUO PE TNV EVKOAN
wpocPacn otV emioTNUOVIKT BiPAoypapic, TOv £yl EMPEPEL 1| NAEKTPOVIKN
EMOVAOTOOT), KAVEL OLOEVOL KOL 71O SVGKOAO TO EYXEIPTLO TV EMIGTNUOVOV VO
odnynbovv Ge GLYKEVIPOTIKA GULUTEPACUOTO OO TO ELPNUOTO  TNG
emoTnUoviKng €pevvac. H katdotaomn yivetor axdpo 7o TePImAOKN OTIC
TMEPUTTAOCELG, TOV TO EVPNLOTA TOV LEAETOV dgvV gival cOHPvVa PeTta&d TovG.
ZOVEMWMG, TPOKVTTEL 1 OVAYKY| TN GVVOESTC TANPOPOPLDY OO TIC OUCTUPTES
onuooievoelc. H pébodoc, mov vmnpetel tv avaykn avtr], KoAeitolr peta-

avéivon. Ilpdkettor yio po OTOTIOTIKN TEXVIKN, TOL GLVOETEL TO, ELPIUATO
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SlEOPOV  UEAETOV UE OTOYO TOV VTOAOYIGHO €VOC  GLYKEVIPOTIKOD

OTOTELEGULOTOG,

H dwdwacio g peta-oviivong amoteAeitor amd 600 oTddlM. XTO TPAOTO
o61ad10 voloyilovtal ta peyEOn emidpaong TOV UEAETOV Kol TO OVTIOTOL(O
oQaipatd toug. ‘Emetta, katd 10 0e0TEPO GTASIO TPAYUOTOTOlEITOL 1| GVUVOESN
TV ueyebdv emidpaong pe oTOYO0 TNV OMUIOLPYID EVOC GLYKEVTPMTIKOD
amoteléopnarog. o tov vIoAOYIoUO TG GLVEIGQOPAS TG KAbe peAéTNG GTO
GUYKEVTIPMTIKO amoTEAEGUA EXOVV avomtuydel 600 dlPOPETIKEG TPOGEYYIGELS,
10 povtého otabepwv emdpdocwv (fixed effect model) kot to poviédo tuyaiomv
emdpaocewv (random effect model). H dwagopd oavapeca oe oavtéc tig 600
TPOGCEYYIGEIG £YKEITAL GTO TPOTO LE TOV OTOI0 EPUNVEVOVTAL Ol SUPOPES OTA

QTOTEAECLLOTO TV LEAETMV.

4.2 Movtého otafspov emdpacsewv (Fixed effect model)

Y10 povtého otabepdv emdpdcemv vrobétovpe 0TL 10 pnéyedog enidpaong sivan
KOWO Y10 OAEC TIG MEAETEG, TOV GUUMEPIAAUPAVOVTIOL GTNV HETO-OVAAVOT).
YUVETMG, OAEG O LEAETEC EKTILOVV £va KOO «paylatiko» péyebog emidpaong
t0 omoio ovuPoriletar pe p. Axopo, m Omown Sopopd ovdipeco ot
mapatnpovpeva peyEédn emidpacnc (observed effect sizes) opeideton povo oe

TUYOOVE TAPEYOVTEG TOL TPOKVTTOVY OO TNV ELYLOTOAN L.

‘Eoto 611 éyovpe pio pelétn kol oG GuUPOAICOVUE HE Y TO TOPOTNPOVUEVO
péyebog g HEAETNG KO UE 4 TO TPOYUATIKO, TOTE TO Y B0, améyel amd 10 4 660
KoL TO TUY0i0 GPAApN & OV dnpovpyeitan péca oty pekétn (Borenstein et al.,
2009). Axopo, av vrobécovpe 6Tl TO TopoINpovuevo péyebog emidpaong
axoAovbel kavovikn Kotavour pe péon T u kol TANOVGLOKY SlaKVOUOVeT

02,1 6Y£01 TOL TEPIYPAPEL TO TAPATAVED LOVTELO GTAOEPOV EMSPAGEDY Efvat:
y=u+e, e~N(0,0%) (Borenstein et al., 2009)
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‘Eoto tdpo 611 érovpe Kk peréteg amd tov 1610 mAnbvoud pe minbvouioxn
Stakvpaven ;2. Av y; Bswpficovpe to mopotnpodueve. peyEn emidpoonc, M

oyéom oL TEPLYPAPEL TO HOVTELD oTafepdv emdpdoewv etvat:
yi =u+e¢, €§~N(0,0;%), i=1,..,k (Borenstein et al., 2009)

210 onpueio owtd glvar avaykoiog o KaBopiopdg Tov TpOTOL e ToV omoio 1) Kabe
ueAétn Oo emnpedoel TO GLUYKEVIPMTIKO OMOTEAEGUO. XTNV UETO-OVOAVOT M
dwdkacio avtn kaAeital avdbeon Poapmdv. ‘Eyovv avomtuybei moilol pébodot
avaBeonc Poapdv pe mo OMUOEIAT, TV HéEB0do ¢ avtioTpoene dlacmopdc.
Zoppova pe v pébodo avtn, 1o Papog ™ kabe peAéTne wodTon pE TO
avtioTpo@o ¢ dukvuaven e Emedn omy mepintmon e peta-avaivong
otabepdv emdpdcewyv 1 Oakduovon TG Kabe peAéTng 1oovTOL pHE TNV

mAnbvouoxn Srakdpaven, to Papn meptypdeoviol omd TV GXEoN Wi pp = G%

(Borenstein et al., 2009).

Metd tnv mocotikomoinon 1Tng emidopacng TG Kabe upeAétng, m omoia
TpaypoTomoleiton  pe TV avabson tov  Papdv, HOG  EVOMPEPEL M
TOGOTIKOTOINGT] TNG GUVOAIKNG EMIOPACTG TOV UEAETOV. ZTNV UETO-AVAALGT T
GUVOAIKT €midpacn KOAglTol ovpPatikd «Sopdviyy Kot opiletor ®g o
oTaOOHEVOG HECOG OPOG TV Tapatnpovuevey peyebov enidpoaong. o tov
vroAoyioud g Ba ypnoyomoindeil n péBodog g péyiomg mbavoeavelng. Ta
TapoTNPOVEVE,  UeYEON emidpacnc y; akolovbobV OCLUATMOTIKA KOVOVIKNY
Katavopur pe péon T i kol Swkdpaven o;2 mov Oswpeiton yvootd ko

nepimov ion pe s;2. Ioyoet Snhady, y;~N(u, 0;2), i =1,..., k.

H ovvapmon tg mbavopdvelag tov mopatnpodpevev peyedmv emidpaong
6oVt LE:

_iw)? ) _yk i-w?

=TTk X . ; 202 _— i=1" 55.2
g Hl:lf(yl"u) =1 210 ¢ l (m)kﬂﬁl g;? b
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O LoyapiBuog g ocvuvaptTnong TOUVOPAVELNG IGOVTOL OVTIGTOL(O LE:

k k

k 1 i — 1)?

In(L) = —5 In(2m) ~3 In | 1| Vo2 | — ZL&T
1= =

[Mopatmpodue o611 0 AoydpBpoc 1tng ovvaptnone wmibavoedvelng gival
S10QOPIGILOG. ZVUVETMOC, Topay®Yilovue MG TPOG W.

k k k
R =

d 0;2 0,2
" i=1 i=1 ° i=1

O&tovpe TNV TOPAY®OYO oM Le TO PNOEV Kot AOVOVLLE (G TPOG L.

din(L)
= U xd
du
k k 1
Vi
DiarTED =0
L - l
=1 i=1
k Yi
i=1,.2
K= 1
i=1c,_lz

Ivopilovtag 6TL Wi pp = U%, TPOKVTTEL O EKTIUNTNG TNG CLUVOAIKNG EMIOPOONG

TOV PEAETOV fpp = E;%Z i=1,..,k (Borenstein etal., 2009).

Mo peyolvtepn akpifela TG GTOTIGTIKNG ONUOVTIKOTNTOGC Ol EPEVVNTEG TEPO
amd TN OULVOMKN emidpactm mapobétovy Kol TO  OvTioToro OldcTNnU
gumioToovLvNG. I'la Tov VWOAOYIGUO TOVL SUGTHUATOC EUMIGTOGVVIG OMALTEITAL O
Kk0a00p1o PG TNG S10KDLLOVOTG TS GUVOAIKNG ETIOPACTC KAOMOE Kot TO avTioTol o

TUmIKO GQAApa. H dwokduaven g ouvolKng emidpacng 10o0Tol WE TO

avtioTpo@o tov abpoicpatoc Twv Papmdv ¢ peta-avaivong Vy, = -
i=1 Wi, FE
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EVAO TO TUTIKO COOAUO LE TNV TETPOYOVIKT pila TNG GUVOAIKNG SLOKDUOVONG

1 , . . ;
Sy =+Vy = /m Yvvovalovtag o mapamdve kol vrodétoviag OTL N

GUVOMKY €MIBPOOT KOTAVEUETOL OCLUTTOTIKG Kovovikd, to 100(1 — )%

SlioTN O EUTIGTOGVVTG dlvETAL MG

[L, U] = [drg — Zl—a/21/VM Jlrg + Zl—a/z«/VM ] (Borenstein et al., 2009)

To z1_q/, avumpocomeder 10 1—a/2 mocootioio onueio g TLMIKAG

KOVOVIKTG KOTOVOUNG.

4.3 Opropog ko €idn erepoyéverog (Heterogeneity)

Onwg £xer Mon avagepBel,  peta-avarlvon cuvOETEL ToL EVPNUATA TOV LEAETMV,
01 0Tt0leg TPOEKLY OV OO TNV GLGTNUOTIKY OVAGKOTNOT Yo TNV e€aymyn evog
GLYKEVTPMTIKOV amoteAéopatoc. H axpifeia ko  a&omortio g e€aptdton
amd tov Pabud otov omoio ot peréteg dweépovv petad tove. H dmown
SLoQOPETIKOTNTO LETAED TOV UEAETOV OVOUALETAL ETEPOYEVELN. YTTAPYOLY TPid
dwpopetikd  €idn  etepoyévelag, m  kAwviky (clinical heterogeneity), n
uebodoroyikn (methodological heterogeneity) kow n ototiotikr (statistical
heterogeneity) (Higgins & Green, 2008). H khvikn gtepoyévela dnuiovpyeitot
amd TO OLPOPETIKA YOPaKTNPIOTIKE SleEaymyne TV UEAETOV, OT®G M
TOIKILOUOPPID, TOV GCLUUETEXOVTOV, TO €id0g TV ToapeuPdoemv kot M
petapintomra tov ekfdoewv (Higgins & Green, 2008). H nowihopopeio tov
GUUUETEYOVTOV UTOpel v opeileTal oty dopopd NAKiag, To OAO Kol YEVIKA
0€ OTOLOONTOTE YOPOUKTNPIOTIKO SLOPOPOTOIEL TOVG GUUUETEYOVTEG. AKOUO, M
dlopopomoinon Tov PHeEAET®V oty d1dpkela g Bepaneiag, oto €idog Kot otV
d0c0A0Yi0 TV QOPUAK®OY 00NYEl o8 peTAfANTOTTA TOV TopeUPAcemV, VD O
SLOQOPETIKOG TPOTOG UETPNONG TMOV OTOTEAECUATOV WUTOPEL VO EMUPEPEL
petafintotnra otic ekfacelg. H pebodoroywkn etepoyévela opeilel nv vmapén
NG OTOV JLOPOPETIKO GYESUOUO TOV UEAETOV KOOMG KOl TNV TOIOTNTA TOVG,
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dnradn v dapopetikdéTrTo otov kivovvo uepoinyiog (risk of bias) (Higgins
& Green, 2008). Télog, 1 OTOTIOTIKY] ETEPOYEVELD OMUIOVPYEITOL OO TNV
mapovcia gite ¢ KMVIKNG, gite g uebodoroyikng etepoyévelag, eite amd Tov
ovvovaocud tovg (Higgins & Green, 2008). Xto mlaiclo ¢ peta-ovaivong
OTOTIOTIKY €TEpOYEveLln Koleital etepoyévela (heterogeneity), cupporileton pe
7 2 Kol avTImPOGMIEVEL TV HETUPANTOTNTO TV AMOTELECUATOV TMV ETUEPOVS
ueret@v mov dev ogeiovtar otnv toyn. H copPoin g givar kabopiotikn,
KaODC emMpedlel To AmOTEAEGUOTO TNG UETO-OVAAVONG KOTA TV cOVOEST| TV
UEAETOV. XTO HOVTELD oTafepdV EMOPACEDMY OV TOPOVGIAGTNKE, 1| TNYN TNG
petafAntotrag oosiletan kobopd o€ COOAUOTO TNG OEIYUOTOANYiNG, e
QTTOTELEG IO 1) ETEPOYEVELN VO EIVOL UNOEVIKN. ZVVETMC, TPOEKLYE 1) OVAYKT VOl
avantoyfel éva axopo poviého mov Oa avodeikviel TV ovuPfoin g
ETEPOYEVELNG OTNV HETA-avAALGT. To poviélo mov vanpetel v avaykn oVt
Koeiton povtélo tuyaiov emdpdoemv (random effect model) kot mpotabnke
and tovg DerSimonian & Laird to 1986 (DerSimonian & Laird, 1986).

4.4 Movtého Toyaiov emopdocmv (Random effect model)

To povtého Toyoimv emdpdoswv vmobéter OTL ol peAéteg  TOL
SLUUTEPIAOUPBAVOVTOL OTNV  UETA-OVOADGY] OOTEAOVV Tuyoio Jelypo Tov
mAnBuopov 6AwV TV Tlavev peretdv. Avtictotya vrofétel 0Tt kot To peyEn
emidpaong amoteAovv tuyoio Osiypo tov mTANBLoHOL OAwV TV TOUVAOV
peyebmv emidpaocng. XToyevel GLVENMG 6TO va eKTUNOel T0 €VPOG TIUDV TOV
UTOPEL VO, TAPEL TO GLYKEVTIPMTIKO OMOTELECUN. ATO TO TOPOTAV® TPOKVTTEL
OTL Ol UEAETEC EKTIUOVV OLOQPOPETIKG omoTEAEGUOTH, TO, omoia oyetiloviot
puetad toug Kol OTL Ol OlPOPEG OTO TOPUTNPOLUEVE UEYEON emidpaong
opeilovtar Oyl UOVO O TLYOIOVG TOPAYOVTIEG TOV TPOKLITOVYV OAmd TNV
detypotoAnyia, 0AAG KOl OTNV GTATIOTIKY| ETEPOYEVELN, ONANON GE JLUPOPES TMV

TpoypoTIKOV peyebov enidpaong (Higgins & Green, 2008).
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‘Eoto 611 éyovpe pio pedét kol o GUUPOAICOVUE HE Y TO TOPUTNPOVLEVO
uéyebog g HeAéng kot pe 6 1o Tpoyuatikd tote 10 Y Bo améyel omd to 6 660
KOl TO TUTIKO o@dAua & Tov dnuovpyeitol péoa oty ueAétn (Borenstein et al.,
2009). Av vnobécovpe akopo Ot To mapaTnpovuevo uéyeboc Y axolovbel
KOVOVIKY Katovour pe péon T 0 kar Stokdpoven o2 kot 6Tt T0 TPOYLOTIKO
uéyebog emidpacng 0 KoTavEUETOL YOP® omd KOVOVIKT KOTAVOUT HE PWECT TN i
Ko SlokOpoven T2,1 GYEoN MOV TEPLYPAPEL TO TOPOUTAVED HOVIELO TUYXOHV

emdphosmv glvat:
y=0+¢&, &§~N(0,0%)
0 =u+es, &~N(0,7%) (Borenstein et al., 2009)

‘Eoto topa 6t £xovpe K peréteg mov mpoépyovior amd tov idto minbuoud pe
minBvopoky Stakopaven g;2. Av y; 0s®piGOLUE TO TOPUTHPOVUEVO. LeYEON

eMIOPUOTG, 1 OYEOTN TOL TEPTYPAPEL TO LOVTEAO TVUY OOV EMOploEVY givar:
Vi =0; + &, e~N(0,0;%)
0, = 1+ &, &;~N(0,7%) i=1,..,k (Borenstein etal., 2009)

o mv avabeon tov Papodv Bo akorovdncovue ™ pEBOdO TG OVTIGTPOPNC
domopdc. Xouemva pe t péEBodo avtr to Papog g Kabe pelétng gival ico pe
TO QVTIGTPOPO TNG OULVOAIKNG OKVUOVONG. XTNV TEPITTOON OU®mG TOL
UOVTEAOL TUYOU®V EXOPAGEDY 1] GUVOMKT SIOKVUOVGT) 1600TOL [LE TO AOpolGua
™G mANOVoUIOKNAG OlOKDUOVONG TG KOOE UHEAETNC KoL TNG ETEPOYEVELNG.

Yuvenmg, ta. fapn TEpLypdpovTal omd TV oyEon:
Wi Rg = # (Borenstein et al., 2009)

IMa va givor epikTdc OU®G 0 VTOAOYIGHOG TOVE, KPIVETOL OTOPOATTN 1) EKTIUN O

™G etepoyévelng TV peretdv T2. ‘Eyovv mpotadei molréc pébodot yia Tov

33



TPOGIOPIoUO NG E€TEPOYEVELNG. Mepikég amd avtéc eivan 1 pébodog g
uéyotng mbavopavetlag, twv DerSimonian-Laid, n pébodog REML kabd¢ kot
o1 eumelpikéc uébodor Bayes. Evoddaktikd, £xovv avomtuoybel Tpomotl exTiunong
g etepoyévelng mov ompilovian otovg ektiuntég Hedges, Sidik-Jonkman xat
Hunter-Schmidt (Rukhin, 2013). Metd v avabeon tov Bapdv égovue 6AN TV
Swbéoun mAnpoeopia yio Tov KaBopiopd Tng GUVOMKNG EMIOPAGNC, 1 omoia
amoteAel Tov oTaBUIGHEVO HEGO OPO TV ToPaTNPOVUEVOV LeYeDDV emidpacng
frg = w (Borenstein et al., 2009)
Yic1 WiRE
Emuwmhéov, n dtokduaven e GUVOMKNG ERIOPOoNG 1G0VTOL [LE TO OVTIGTPOPO

, EVD TO

tov abpoiocpotog TV Popdv e peta-avaivong Vy = a—
i=1 WiRF

avTioTOL(O TUTKO GOAANN HE TNV TETPAY®VIKT| pila TG CLVOAMKNG SLOUKVLLAVONG

1 ‘ . . .
Su =+Vu = |z Zvvdvalovtag ta mapamdve kol vrofétoviag Ot
A Wi
i=1 "i,RE

GUVOMKTY €MIOPOACT] KOTOVEUETOL OGVUTTOTIKE KOVOVIKA, TPOKVMTEL OTL TO

100(1 — a)% d1GoTnpo EUTIGTOCVVNG Eiva:

[L, U] = [ﬂRE - Zl—a/Z VM 'ljRE + Zl—a/Zw/ VM ] (BOI’enSteIn et al, 2009)

To z;_q/, avumpocomeder 10 1—a/2 mocootioio onueio g TLMIKAG

KOVOVIKNG KOTOVOUTNC.

4.5 XOykpion TV 0V0 HOVTEL®Y

H xbdpia d10@opd towv 600 poviélmy gival 1) S1POPETIKN TNy LETOPANTOTNTOC.
210 upovtého otobepidv  emdpdoewmyv vmoBéTovpe OTL ol OlPOpPEC OTA
TOPOTNPOVUEVE LEYEON opeilovtor oty VmopEn TLXAiOL JSEYUUTOANTTIKOD
o@dluatog (within-studies variance), oe avtifeon pe 10 pOVTELO TLYOI®V

EMOPACE®Y TOL OMOJIOOVUE TIG OMOlEg Olpopég méPA omd TNV vIapén
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OEIYUATOANTTIKOD GOAAMNTOC KOL GE TPOYUOTIKEG OlOPOPEC TMV UEAETOV

(between-studies variance).

AxoOpo, 1 OPOPETIKY UETAPANTOTNTA EMTAGGEL SPOPETIKG Papn oto dvo
UOVTEAQL. ZVYKEKPIUEVO, OTO LOVTELD oTobEp®V eMdpacemv To Papn opilovtan
®G TO OVTIOTPOPO NG TANOLGUIOKNG SIAKVUOVONG, EVD GTO UOVTEAO TLYOI®V
emdpdocmv opilovial ¢ 0 avtioTpoPo Tov abpoicpatog g TANOVoUaKNG
dokdpaveong Kot g etepoyévelag. H vmapén g etepoyévelng ota Bapn tov
UOVTEAOL TLYOHOV EMIOPACEDV UEIDVEL TIG OYeTKEG Olapopég tovg. Oco
aLEAVETAL 1 ETEPOYEVELD, TOGO OLOPOPETIKA Eivar Ta BApM Yol To dVO UOVTEAQ

(Nikolakopoulou et al., 2014).

Amd 10 mMOPOTAV® TPOKVTTEL, OTL 1| GUVOAIKN eKtiunon mov opiletal ¢ o
oTaOUGHEVOG HEGOG OPOC TV TTopatnpodueveY peyeddv dev gival idla yio To
00 HOVTEAQ. & YEVIKEG YPAUUEC OTOV 1 ETEPOYEVELN gV lval UEYAAN, Ot dVO
uébodolr  divovv  TOPOUOLEG  EKTIUNGEC OAAA  SPOPETIKA  SlooTHUOTO
gumotoovvng (Nikolakopoulou et al., 2014). XZvykekpéva, 10 HOVIEAO
TUYOIOV ETOPACEDV OIVEL MO GUVINPNTIKG OTOTEAEGUOTO KOl UEYOADTEPQ
SLICTNUOTO. EUTIOTOGVUVIG GE OYE0N UE TO MOVTEAO otabepdv emdpacewmv
(Nikolakopoulou et al., 2014). Toa &0 poviéda oSivovov axpipdc to idwo
amoteléopata, OTAV 1 €TEPOYEVELD. €lval oM HE TO UNOEV. LTI TEPUTTMCELS
aVTEG, TOPOTL TO amoTeEAESHATO ival 1dta, Ogv TadEL 1] EpUNVEIN TNG CUVOAIKTG

enidpaong va TpoceyyileTon pe SlopopeETIKO TPOTO.

Téhog, o1 peydieg oe uéyebog LEAETEG £xO0VV UEYOADTEPT EMPPOT] GTO GUVOAIKO
amOTELEG IO GTO HOVTELO oTafepdV eMOpAcE®V, g avtifeon pe TIG WKPEG OV
£UVOOVVTOL TEPLECOTEPO 0o T0 HovTéLo Tuyainv emdpdcewv (Nikolakopoulou
et al., 2014). Eivor mpopavég, 611 ov peydreg oe péyebog peréteg €youvv
HEYOADTEPN OKPIPElD KO ETOUEVMG WIKPOTEPT OLOKOUAVOY] GE GYECT UE TIG

HIKpEG. Xto povtédo otobepmv emdpdoemv Ta PBapn ovatiBevior ¢ TO
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avTIGTPOPO NG SUKVUAVONG TOV UEAETOV KOl CUVERMG £ivVOl HEYAADTEPO, GE
oyéon pe To avtioTora Papn TOV HIKPOV UEAETOV. XTO HOVTEAO TLYOI®OV
emMOpaoemv OUMG T, Bdpn avatifevtal ¢ T0 avTioTpoPo Tov afpoicuatog Tng
dokdpavong kol g etepoyévelng tov ueietav. H vmapén g etepoyévelag
GTOV VTOAOYIoUO TV Popdv, 1 ool €ival KON Yo, OAEC TIG MeAETEG, 0dnyel
G€ To 160ppoTNUéEVA amoTeAéouata, To onoia, vroPabuifovy v emppon TV

HEYOA®V UELETGDV.

4.6 Avaypappa dacovg (forest plot)

2y TAEOVOTNTO TOV TEPUTTOCENDY Ol UETO-OVAADGELS cLVOdEDOVTUL amd
OTTIKEG TOPOVCIAGELS TMV OMOTEAEGUATMV TOVG, MOV EWVOL YVOOTEG O
Swypaupoto  ddoovg (forest plots). Tlpokerton Yoo doypdppato o
anewoviCouv, TOvG EKTUNTEC Kol To SOGTNUOTE EUNIGTOCUVNG NG KaOe
HEAETNG KoBDS Kot To AvTIGTO(O TNG GLVOMKTS eMidpacng tovg. O opldvtiog
GEovog avTIoTOEL GTO EKTIUDUEVO WETPO EMIOPACNG, EVD O KATUKOPVPOG
GEOVOC aVTITPOCOTEVEL TNV YPOUUN TOVEO GTNV OToio T0 eKTIU®uEVO uéyedog
emidpaong dev empépel kavéva anotéleopo (no effect line) (Nikolakopoulou et
al., 2014a). Av 10 pétpo emidpaong eivor o Adyog kvddovov (RR) 1 o Adyog
avoroyiov (OR), 16te 0 KotokOpv@og GEovag Téuvel tov oplldvio otV
povado. Avtictowya, av 1o pETpo emidpacng eivar 1 dwapopd kvdvvov (RD), n
uéon dopopd (MD) 9 m tomomomuévn péon Swgopd (MSD), téte o

KaTaKOpLPog GEovag téuvel Tov 0ptlovTio 6To UNdév.

[Tépa amd tov opildvtio dEova TOL AVIUTPOCMONTEVEL TO EKTIUMUEVO UETPO
emidpaong o©T0  Sypouud, VEAPYoLV Kot OAAEC  OpllOVTIEG  YPOUUEC
OlopopeTikoh pMKove, kabe pio amd T omoieg dtamepva €va tetpdymvo. Ot
YPOUUEG OVTIOTOLYOOV OTIG UEAETEC, €V TO TETPAY®VO TOPIGTAVOLY TIC
ekTiunoelg toug. To péyebog Tov teTpaydvev dapépet, aeov kabopileton omd

T0o ovtiotoryo péyebog g peAétne. Axoua, To UKo TV o0pllovIimV YPOUUMY
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AVTITPOGMOTEVEL TO SIAGTNIL EUTLGTOGVVNG TNG EKTIUNGNG Y10 AVTO KOl TOTKIAEL
(Nikolakopoulou et al., 2014a). Téhog, otn Bdon Tov StaypAUIATOg VITAPYEL Hio
optlévtia ypouu move otn omoio Ppioketon évag pouPfog. O poupog
amekovilel T CLUVOAIKN EMIOPACT TNG UETA-AVAALGONG Kol GUUPOTIKG KOAgiTOL
«O0UAVTY, EVD TO PUNKOC TNG 0pllovTING YPOUUNAG OVOTOPIOTE TO aVTIGTO(O
duiopo gpmictoovvng. H ypnion tov dwaypoppdtov ddoovg eivor wbwitepa
Swadedopévn, aQov TPOCPEPOLY 0L GOEN Kol GUEST €KOVOL TNG HETa-

avaivuong, eve 1 eppnveia Tovg dgv amortel 1010HTEPES YVMOCELS.

+

_._

il

OR 0.5 0.75 1.0 1.25 1.5

Eixova 4.1: Micypouua daoovg (forest plot)

4.7 Tpoémor EAEYY0V KOL VTOAOYIGHOG ETEPOYEVELOG

H o&iomiom deayoyn ™ HETO-OVAALONG Omoutel TOV EVIOMIGUO mOOVNG
€TEPOYEVELNG TV UeAeT@V. 'Eyouv avamtuybel moAAdol tpomot yio Tov EAEYY0 NG

Oropéng Kol Tov VTOAOYIGUO TG etepoyévetac. TTo avaivTikd:

"ELeyyo¢ eTepoyévarlog pe To dudypappa daoovg (forest plot)

Mio pmn omtikn £voelEn yia v Vmopsn N KN €TEPOYEVELNG TPOCOEPEL TO
Oldypoppa, SAG0VGS. XZVYKEKPLLEVO, ETEPOYEVELD, £YOVUE OE TMEPIMTMGELS TTOV TO.
SLCTHOTO EUMIGTOCUVNG Ogv €yovv KOwd omnueia, onAadh ot optlovTieg

YPOUUEG TOV UEAET®V ©TO Oudypappa oev aAiniokaivmtovtor (Higgins &
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Green, 2008). MdAioto 0660 mePIocOTEPO deV AAANAOKAADTTTOVTAL O1 OPLLOVTIEG
YPOUUES, TOGO TEPIGGOTEPT €TEPOYEVELD £yovue. AvTiDETO, GE TEPIMTTOOELS
amoVGiog €TEPOYEVEING T OLGTAUOTO EUTIOTOCHVNG £Y0VV KOwd onpeio. H
¥XPNON TOV SLYPOUUATOV SAGOVE Y10 TOV EAEYYO TNG ETEPOYEVELNG TOV UEAETOV
glval amAf Ko oev amortel 1dlaitepeg yvooelg. Qoto6c0, givol pio omTikn

UEB0BOC Kol VITOKELTOL GTNV VITOKEWEVIKOTITO TOV EPEVVITY.

Q-test

To Q-test amoterel évav otatioTikd TPOTO EAEYYOV TNG €TEPOYEVELNG. 'Eotm ot
éyovpe K peréteg oe pio peta-avaivon kot BELovpe va eAéyEovpe TV pndevikn
voBeon H,: o1 puelétes eivar oporopeveis Evavtl TG eVOALAKTIKNG vdBeomg

He: o1 ueléreg dev givar oporoyeveig.

Mo tov éleyxo ypnoomnolgitol t0 GTOTIOTIKO Q = Z;;lwl-,FE(yi — Arg)?

k
Yic1 WiFEYi

SE wirs N GLVOAIKY Emidpacm Tov
=1 )

; 1 . ~
OnOL Wipg = — 10 Bapn xotr fpp =
L

povtélov otabepav emdpacemv. To oratiotikd tpotabnke and tov Cochran to
1954 v’ owtd Kkou givar yvootd og Q otatiotikd tov Cochran. Amodeikvoetan
gokoAo. 0Tt axolovBel X2 katavopn] pe k-1 Badupode shevdepiag (Higgins &
Thompson, 2002).

‘Exovpe y;~N(u, 0:?) ©

yl'a;,”qv(o, 1) &

. 2
(yl .u) ~N2(0,1)E )(12 PN

O‘L'Z

Kk Gi=w?
i=1 a2

~ sz <
T wi(i — 1) ~ xi?
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Apa, Q =XE wi(yi — )%~ Xp—1?

[epmtmoeic 6mov N P-TIN TOL TPOKVTTEL GO TO GTOTIGTIKO gival peyolvTepn
TOV EMMESOV GNUOVTIKOTNTAG, ONADVOLY Vrapén €Tepoyévelng, To péyebog g
omoiag vmodelkvieTol amd TV TR Tov otatiotikov (Higgins & Thompson,
2002).

To Q-test amotekel Tov Mo S10ded0pEVO TPOTO EAEYYOVL VIOPENG ETEPOYEVELAG.
Avtomokpiveror KoAd yio peyddo optBpod peretdv. Qotdc0 1 16Y0G TOV EAEYXOL
gtvat yopmAn, 6tav to dedopéva givar apord (sparse data) | Otav kdmoto peré

éyel ToAd peyalvtepo Papog and tig vrdroweg (Hardy & Tompson, 1988).

To pétpo I?

"Evag TpOmOg DITOAOYIGHOD TNG ETEPOYEVELNG TPOYUATOMOIETOL HE TO péTpo 12 =

Q_S *=%100% . To uétpo 12 mpotédnke amd tovg Higgins & Thompson to 2002

Kot eKQPAELEL TO TOGOOTO TG UETAPANTOTNTOG, TOV OPEIAETAL GTNV ETEPOYEVELDL
Ko Ot oV derypotiky Sraxdpavon. Eivar avepd 6Tt dtov 1o 12 givan ico pe
undév dev vrapyel etepoyévetla, SnAadh 1o T2 eivar ico pe pMdév Kot Guvemdg
T0 poviélo otabepdv EMOPACEMY KOl TO UOVTEAO TLYOiOV EMOPAcEDV
tawtiCovrat. Tiée tov 12 pikpotepec Tov 20% SNAOVOLY [IKPY ETEPOYEVELD,
petald 20% - 60% pétpa, evd tég peyarvtepeg tov 60% oviieTor ovv o€
UEYOAO Pabud €TEPOYEVELNC TOV UEAETOV. TNV TTPAEN TIC TEPIOCOTEPES POPES
10 12 givar peyodtepo tov 50%, KAOOC TO TOGOGTO TNG HETAPANTOTNTOG
0oPEIAETOL TEPICCOTEPO GTNV TOPOVGIO ETEPOYEVELNG OO OTL GTNV OELYUOTIKN
Staxvpavon. H yxpion tov pétpov 12y tov éheyyo g eTepoyévelag Sev

GLVIOTOTOL GE TEPUTTMOELS TOL VILAPYOLV MYeg LEAETEG OTNV LETO-OVAAVOT).
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4.8 Merto-nalvdpopnon (Meta-regression)

Suyvl U0, GLGTNUOTIKY OVOOKOTNGT GTOUOTA LETA TNV Oe&aymyn TG UeTa-
avAALGNC Kol TNV ARYTN TOV GLVOAIKOD HEYEDOLG emMdpaoNC TOV UEAETADV.
Tibetor Aowmdv 10 {ATnuo, ov eival omapaitnTn Uo TEPULTEP®D OTUTIOTIKN
avAALGN YL TOV EVTOMIoUO T®V TopoyovTIOv mTov emnpedlovv Ta UeyEdn
EMIOPAOTG KOL TO GLYKEVIPOTIKO ONOTEAECUO. XTI TEPITAOCELS ONOL 1
ETEPOYEVELD TOV HEAETOV glvan UNdEVIKTY, 1 ULETA-0VOALGT givan OpKETN Yo VoL
ouvoyicel T dnpoctevpévn mAnpogopia. QotdG0, OTAV LRAPYEL GMLLOVTIKY|
ETEPOYEVELDL OTOL OMOTEAECLOTO OV HOG EVOLNQEPOLY, gival OKOMUO Vo
ocvveylotel M depedivnon Kot Vo SlocaPNVICTEL av 1 TNYN NG ETEPOYEVELS
opeiheTon ota yapaktnprotikd (methodological diversity) 1| otov TAnBvoud ™G
peiéng (clinical diversity). H otatiotiki pébodog pe v omoia emruyydvetor n
depehivnon g eTePoYEVELOG TV HEAET®OV KaAgitar peta-todvdpouncn (meta-
regression). Eeopudletor petd v peta-avilvon kot Bempeitor enéktaon e,

a@ov Ponddel oV KAADTEPT EPUNVELD TOV OTOTEAECUATOV.

H pébodog tng peta-moAvdpouNnone CTOXEVEL GTO VO, GUGYETIOEL TaL UeYEOn
emidpaong HE £€va 1M TMEPLOCOTEPO YOPOKTNPIOTIKA TOV HEAETOV 7OV
nepriapPdavovral oty peta-avaivon (Thomson & Higgins, 2002). Ze avth v
katevBouvon €yovv avamtuybel d00 JSOPOPETIKEG TPOCEYYIoELS: TA UOVTEAM
otobepav emdpdoewv peto- maAvopounong (fixed effect meta-regression) o
o povTélo Toyaiov emdpdoemv ueta-tolvdpounong (random effect meta-
regression). H ypnon &vog HOVTEAOL  pETO-TOAWVOpOUNONG  otabepdv
emdphoemy oty TPaEn eoivetol akatdAAnAn, agov ta poviédo otabepdv
emdpdoemv vmobétovv OTL 1 gTEpoyéveln. givar pndevikn. [opoio avtd
vdpyovv avaeopéc Toug otV Pipiloypagia. Xto mAaicto g datpifng OBa
eMKEVIpMOOOIE O HOVIEAN UETO-TOALVOPOUNONG TLYoi®V  emMdpdoemy.
AxoAovBel 1 TEPLYpa®N TOV O SLUOEGOUEVOD HOVIEAOL LETO-TOALVOPOLUNONG

Toyoiov emdpdcewyv. Eotm 6T1 y; eivon 1 ektipmon tov peyéboug enidpaong g
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i-oothg peAémc. Ymobétovpue 0Tt 10 Y; 0KOAOLOEL KAVOVIKY KOTOVOUT UE LEoT
T to mpoaypatikd péyebog emidpaong 6; wor SakOpovon TO GOAAL
Serypatoyiog ;2. Ymobétovpe oxdpa 6Tt Kou 10 6; akolovdel kavovikn
KOTOVOUN UE HECT TIUN UI0 GUVAPTNGT TOV ETEENYNUOTIKOV HETOPANTOV TN i-

06THG HEAETNG Ko Stakbpaven Ty etepoyévetd, T2, Emopévag vrodétovpe otu
yi~N(6;,0;%) ko
0,~N(x;p,72), i=1,...k

Zuvovalovtog TG TapuTave KATUVOUEG EXOVuE OTL:

yi~oN (1B, 0% +0%), 1= 1,k

To povtélo YpoppIKnG TaAvOpOUNOoNG TOL TPOKOTTEL KATM amtd TNV vrodeon

TNG KOVOVIKNG KOTAVOLTG eiva:
yi = xif +u; + & pe u;~N(0,72), £~N(0,0;%) T0 OVTIGTOYO GOUALOTOL.

H peto-molvopounon amoteiel adappiofnmmra €va oyvpd epydreio mov
oLUPAAEL OTN SlEPELVNTIKN AVAALGT TNG ETEPOYEVELNG LUE GTOYO TNV KOAVTEPN
KATOVONGOT TV OMOTEAECUATOV TNG HETA-OvOAvoNg. Ztnv Tpdén vrapyovv
moAlol Teplopiopol mov umopel vo SlooTPEPADGOLY TNV EYKLPOTNTA TV
OTOTELEGUATOV TOV LOVIEA®V TNG UETA-TaAVOpOunons. Apyikd, 1o péyedog
TOV OElYHOTOG UTOPEl Vo Elval OVETOPKEG Y10 TNV TPAYLOTOTOINGCT H0G UETO-
ToaAvOpOpUNong. AKOpA, 01 ONUOCIEVIEVEG PHEAETEG EVOEYETOL VL UMV AapPdvouv
VIOYV TANPOPOpPiEg OV €ival amopoitNTeS Yol TO HOVIEAD KOl apopolhV TN
GUGYETION TOV TOPAYOVI®V, ONUIOVPYOVTIS £TGL AOVVOUIN TPOGUPUOYAG TOV
€ OLYYLTIKOVG TTapdyovtes. TEAOG, aKoOUa Kol OTOV Ol dNUOCIEVUEVEG UEAETEC
MEPLEYOVV TANPOPOPIEG TOV APOPOVV TI GLUCYETIOT TOV TOPAYOVIMV, UTOPEL M
@OON TOV YOPOKTNPIOTIKOV TOV HEAETOV va. €ival TE€TO0, OV VO €LVOEL N
ovoyétion Hetald Tovg IMUOLPYDVTAG TPOPANUA  TOAVGLYYPOUUIKOTNTOC
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(Thomson & Higgins, 2002). An6é 1o mapamdveo mpokdmtel 6Tt 11 aAdyloTh
¥XPNOM TNG UETA-TOALVIPOUNGNG, OE TEPUTTOCELS TTOL gV Elvar avarykaio, odnyel
o€ mopepunveieg. Zovenmg, n oeaywyn g dev gival TAVTOTE amopaitnTn UETA

TO MEPAG TN GCLOTNHOTIKNG OVOGKOTNGNG.
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KE®AAAIO 5
YYXTHMATIKO X®AAMA AHMOZXZIEYXHX

(PUBLICATION BIAS)

210 Kepdhawo 5 yiveron ektevig ovagopd TNV £Vvoll TOV GUGTHUOTIKOV
opaiuatog dnpooicvong (publication bias) kabdg ko oty TOavy emidpoaon
TOV HIKpOV o€ péyedog HeeTdV oTa amoteléopota TG peta-ovaioong (small-
study effect). Alveton axopo AETTOUEPHG TEPLYPOPT] TOV SLOYPAUUOTOS KOVOL
(funnel plot) ka1 ¢ mo e€ehrypévng £kboon Tov oL eivor yvooth mg contour
enhanced funnel plot. Xt ovvéyeio, eotialovpe oty epunveia g mOAVHG
QGVUUETPIOG TV TOPATAVED S0y POUUAT®VY. TO TANIGIO aVTO YIVETUL OvVapOpd
6T O10pOpa GTATIOTIKA test kot kupimg ota test ypapukng Taivopouneng wov
€yovv avomtuydei yia tov Edeyyo g acvpueTpiag. Tédog, £xovtag ®g oTOYO TV
e€axpifoon TOL GLOTNUATIKOD GEAAUNTOS ONUOGievoTNg, avaAbovTaL Ot
uébodor Fail-Safe N, Trim and Fill xafd¢ kot n ototiotiky uébodog, mov
ompileTor 0T0 HOVTELO EMAOYNG UEAETMV TPOC ONUOGIELGN, TOL TPOTAONKE

and tov Copas (Copas, 1999, Copas & Shi, 2000) (Copas selection model).

5.1 Eidn pepoinyiag avagopav (Reporting bias)

H peto-avdivon og teyvikn €xel dextel kpitikn, kobdg EUTEPIEYEL OPIGUEVEG
pebodoroyikég advvapieg (Wilson, 1999). Xto mhaicio tng mapodong dotpiPng
fo pog amacyoinost m advvapic TPOGOPUOYNG TG HeBoddov amévavtlt otV
HEPOANTTIKY] OLAAOYN HEAETOV KATO TO OTAS0 TNG  GULOTNUOTIKNG
AVOOKOTNONG, 1 omola avoeépetal oty PifAloypapia pe tov 6po pepoinyio
avoeopav (reporting bias). Tvykekpuéva, otav o epevvnThig KOTO TNV
olegoymyn MG avaoKOTNONG CLUTEPIAUUPAVEL EMAEKTIKA OTNV avdAvon

peAétec,  kotevBOVEL  TOL  OMOTEAEGHOTO.  OMLOVPYDVIONG  ECGQOUAUEVOL
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ovumepdopata. Ot Topdyoviee mov SLOUOPOMVOLY TOV UEPOANTTIKO TPOTO
EMAOYNG TOV UEAETOV OO TNV TAELPA TOL gpevvnth &ival moArol. o va
dtevkoivvlel M emikowovia petaEd TOV  EMOTHUOVOV  dlakpivoviol Ge

Kot yopies.

H mo yvoor) xomyopia &ivol TO GLUGTNHOTIKO OQOAUC ONUOGIELONC
(publication bias). TTpokettar yio v ToN Vo SNUOGIEDOVTIOL UE UEYOAVTEPN
TOOVOTNTO Ol LEAETEG TTOV KATOATYOUV GE GTUTIGTIKA CTUOVTIKG ATOTEAECLOTOL
amd ekeiveg mov dgv kaTOANyouV. MEWDVEL GNUOVTIKG TNV €YKLPOTNTA UG
peta-avaivong (Smith R, 1999). 'Eva dAlo gidog pepoAnyiag eival n pepoinyio
yhoooog (language bias). Mehéteg mov dnpociedovial oTny OyyAIK) YAOooO
€yovv peyaAvTepn mOAVOTNTA VO EVIOTIGTOOV amd €peLVNTEG, TToL dleEdyouv
pilo GUOTNHOTIKY OvACKOTNGT, and OVTEC TOV ONLOCIEDOVTOL GE OO TOTE
AN yAdooa. Emonuaivetor akopo m pepoinyio etepoavoagopdv (citation
bias). [Tpoketton yio v Téon va evromifovrat Kot vo supmepLapfivovtol Kotd
TNV SIEPKEW U10G CLUCTNHOTIKNG EPEVVOS LEAETES TTOV OVOPEPOVTOL GUYVOTEPA

o¢ gpyooieg Tpitav.

Eidog pepoinyiog omotelel Kol 1 EMIAEKTIKY TOPOVGINGT OTOTELECUATOV
(selective reporting). Zvyvd ot gpevvnTég €mAIOKOVY VO, OTOGTEALOVY TTPOG
Kpion o©T0 TEPOSIKA HOVO €va [IKPO  HEPOG TV  EPELVNTIKAV TOLG
amotelecudtov. Me TV TPOKTIKY 0VTH OTOKPVUTTETOL TO TPAYUOTIKO GUVOAO
TV TAnpooptov. [Hopdderypa avtod Tov GEAALOTOG Elval OTAV O EPEVVITNAG
OTELVEL TPOG ONUOGIELON TO OMOTEAEGLOTO OO 10 DITO-OLLAS0 PLEAETMV 1 OTOV
oTélvel TO amoTeAécpOTO amo ol €kPaom (T, OTOTEAECUOTIKOTNTO) Kot
OTOKPUTTEL CKOTIUMG TO OMOTEAECHOTO OmO [l OAAN (7). TOPEVEPYELEG).
Emmiéov, Ba mpénel va avapepbel kot n pepoAnyio Tov HEGOL OMHOGIELONG
(location bias). TIoAhéc @opéc TO MIKPA TEPLOSIKA, GTOYEVOVTOS OTOV
EVIVTOCLOICUO TNG KOWNG YVOUNG, EMAEYOLV va Onpocievovy dpbpo e

OTATIOTIKOG oNpovtikd amoteAéopato. TéElog, vyivetar ovoeopd oty
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puepoinyio yopnyos (sponsorship bias). Meléteg mov ypnuatodotovvTol omd
XopNyous (). QOPUOKELTIKEG €TONPlEG) HE WUN  OTATICTIKA  OTLLOVTIKG
ATOTELECUATA OEV KATOAYOUV GUYVA TPOC ONUOGIELOT) UE OTOTEAEGUA VO, UMV
UTOPOVV VO, EVTOTIGTOVY KOTA TNV S10IKAGI0 LG GUGTNUATIKNAG 0VOOKOTNGTG.
To 1610 cupPaivel Kot pe TOAAEC LETOMTUYLOKES 1 O1OAKTOPIKEG SaTPIPEG KAOMDC
KOl e EPEVVEG TTOL TOPOLGIALOVTAL GE GLUVEDPLA, ONUIOVPYDVTAG £TGL QLTO TOV

01N 6TOTIOTIKN amoKoAgiton «ykpilao BiAtoypapioy.

Amd 10 mopomdve €i0n TG peponyiag o ECTIGGOVUE GTO GLGTNUOTIKO
c@aipa dnuoacigvong kat Oa avalnticoovie Tpdmovg e€akpifwong Tov e oToY0
TN UEYOADTEPT EYKLPOTNTA TOV UETA-OVOADGEDV. XTI GUVEYELN, OKOAOLOOVV
YPOPIKOL TPOTOL 7OV EMLTPEMOVY TNV TOAVI] GVIXVELGT] TOV GUGTNUATIKOD
opalpatog Odnuocievong. Xto onuelo avtd OBo mpémer vo toviotel OTL Ot
Stdpopor  péfBodor  yi TNV aviyvevomn TOL  CLCTNUOTIKOV  GQAALOTOC
dnpooievong dev pmopovv va geyyBodv pag xon ta dedopéva mov yperdlovron
vy Tov €leyyd Tovg dev €yovv dmupootevtel. Movo vmobécelg pmopolue va
Kévovpe kol M mAEov cvvnOicpévn vrobeon eivar 0Tt o1 pikpég oe péyebog
UEAETEG E UM OTOTIOTIKA CNUAVTIKG amoTeAécpaTo Ogv dnpoacievovral. ['a tov
Adyo awtd, N Omapén oyxéoewc peyéBovg detypotog kot peyébovg emidpoong
amotelel o €voeln (kor Oyt amddelln) OTL LIAPYEL GUOTNUATIKO COOALO

dnuocigvong.

5.2 Avaypoppo kodvov (funnel plot)

To dbypapua kovov (funnel plot) mpotdbnke to 1984 amd tovg Light &
Pillemer (Light & Pillemer, 1984). TIpdketton yio évo d1éypoppo Stocmopds tomv
pereTdv, tov peyéboug emidpaong kot evog péETpov akpifelag, cvvibme Tov
Tomikod opaipotog (Mavridis & Salanti, 2014). ITo avaAvTikd, 610 KEVTIPO TOL
dwyphppatoc Ppioketar n ektipnon tov peyébouvg emidpaone. O kdbetog

d&ovag avTioTol el 610 TVTIKG GPAAU Kal 0 optldvTiog 6To péEyeBog emidpaocng
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(Sterne & Egger, 2001). X¢ avtifeon pe ta Kowd dayplupoto TO TULTIKO
GOAAIO OVEAVETOL OO TO TOVO MEPOG TOL KAOETOL GEOVO TTPOG TO KATM

(Tarévng, 2009).

Me ) Ponbela tov SypAUUOTOC KOVOL UTOPOVUE VO EYOVLE UKL TPAOTN
évoeldn vy v Ymopén N UN  CLGTNUOTIKOD OCEAUALOTOC dNUOGigLoNC.
YuyKekpéva, OTay OEV TOPOTNPEITAL GUGTNUATIKO GOAAUN dnuocicvong, To
ONUEIDL TTOV OVTIOTOLYOLV OTIG OLIQOpPeC HEAETEG dMUOVPYODY TNV OMTIKN
OTEIKOVIOT] EVOC GUUUETPIKOD OVTEGTPULUEVOL YOVIOD. TNV TEPIMTWGN QLT Ot
ueyahec oe uéyebog HEAETEG €YOLV WIKPN TUMIKY GmOKAIGN, dNAad] HeydAn
akpifelo kot Ppiokovral oty Kopven tov Ywviov (Sterne & Harbord, 2004).
Avrtioctoya, ov wikpég oe péyebog pelétec €xovv peYGAN TLUMIKY OTOKALOT,
dnhadn pkpr| axpipeto kor Ppiockovror 610 kdtw pépog tov daypdupatog. To
Stypappo kovov Opwg dgv gival mhvtote ocvppetpikd. H aocvpperpio tov
StoypappoTog eV GUVOEETAL OMOKAEIGTIKE HE TNV €VVOLNL TOV GUGTIHOTIKOD
COAALATOG OMUOGIELONG. ZVYva ot pkpés o péyebog peréteg deEdryovran pe
MO TPOCEYUEVEG TEIPOUATIKEG OLVONKEG o oOxéon HE TIG UEYAAEC,
dnuovpymvtag €tol €vtovn mopeUPoir] oTo dedopEva KOl KOTOAYOVTIOG OF
TOPATOMUEVEG EKTIUNOELG TV peyebdv emidpacng (Sterne & Egger, 2001). H
EMPPON QLTI TOV WKPOV pEAETOV dnAdvetar pe tov 6po small-study effect.
Yrapyet Aowmdv oyéon HETOED OCLUUETPIOG SLOYPAUUATOS KMVOL, HeyEBoug
OelyuaTog HEAETMV KOl EKTIUNCE®V TOV peyeddv emidpoong. Xvvemmg, Kade
mapayovtag, Tov oyxetiletan pe o péyebog tov peretdv N o péyebog emiopacnc
KaODC KAl TOV GLUVOVAGUO TOVG, UTOPEL Vo VBVVETAL Yio TNV AGVUUETPIO, TOVL

Loy pAUPOTOC.
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Adypopua 5.1: Aobuuerpo funnel plot

[Mopovoialetar €vtovn acvupetpio. Ot SNUOGIEVUEVEG UEAETEG TTOPATPOVVTOL

670 0e€10 PUéEPOC TOV Sy PAUIOTOC, EVD 0movcldlovy 6To KAT® aploTepo.
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Adypopua 5.2 Zouuetpico funnel plot

To dbypoupa yoapaxmpiletor ocoppetptkd. Ot ONUOCIEVUEVEG  UEAETEC

dMUoVPYoHV TNV OTTIKN ATEIKOVIGT) EVOG AVTIEGTPUUUEVOD YDV10D.

5.3 Contour enhanced funnel plot

Me Bdon ta Topamdve yivetal GUESH OvVTIANTTO OTL 1] XP1OT) TOV dYPOUUATOV
KOVOL omd uovn g dev apkel Yoo va amo@avOovpe, v 1 OGVUUETPIO, TOL
EVOEYOUEVMG VO ELPAVICETOL GTO SLAYPOLUN OPEIAETAL GE GUOTNUATIKO GOAALN
dnuocigvong 1 og dAhovg Tapdyoviec. Ta televtaia ypdvia Exovv mpotabdei To

eEeMypéva omTIKG S1oypApLLOTO TOV SIEVKOADVOVY TOV EPELVITH OTNV EpUNVeia
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piag mbavig acvupetpiog. Xtnv Pifloypaeio eivar yvootd pe tov 6po contour
enhanced funnel plots. Onwg kol oto amAd dwaypdupoato Kovov o kéetog
GEovaS avTIGTOLYEL 6TO TUTIIKO GOAAUN Kot 0 opllovTiog oTo péyedog emidopacmnc.
To tomikd opdipe avédvetar and 0 TAve PEPOS Tov KabeTov a&ova TPog To
kat®. Kévipo tov daypappatog Bewpeitar n Ty pun exidpacng K&t amd v
undevikn vrdbeor. Xvykekpiuéva, av to péyebog emidpaong eivar n dopopd
kwdvvov (RD), n péon dopopd (MD) 1 1 tumomompévn péon dwapopd (SMD),
tOTE T0 KEVTPO TOwTilETON HE TO UNdEV. AvTioTOor Q, av TO HETPO EMBPOOTS Eivan
0 Adyog kwvdvvov (RR) 1 0 Adyog avaroyidv (OR), tote T0 Kévrpo tavtileton pe

T HOVAda.

To contour enhanced funnel plot amoteAeiton amd oKlOoUEVEG TTEPLOYES, TTOL
VIodeVOoLV To dtdpopa emtinedo otatioTikng onpovtikotntag (Peters et al.,
2008). Zvykekpipéva, 1 U OKIOCUEVT AEVKT TEPLOYTN OTN UECT] OVTIGTOLYEL GE
Tipég p > 0.10, n ykpifa oxiacpévn meproyn o€ 0.05 < p < 0.10, n To okovpa
vkpila meproyn avtiotoyei oe 0.01 < p < 0.05 ot 1 wepoyn €® amod TO
Suypappe oe Tipée p < 0.01. H epunveio e acvppetpiog otnpiletal otov
TOPOKATO KOvova. Av ol meplocdTtepeg WKPEC UEAETEG €lval OTATIOTIKA
ONUAVTIKEC, amoTeAel EVOEIEN OTL 1] AGVUUETPIO TOV SLOYPAUUOTOC OPEIAETAL GE
GUGTNUOTIKO CQAApHO dnuocicvone. [ v omtik) Katavonorn tov contur

enhanced funnel plot mapatibetot to Sarypappa 5.3.
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Awdypouua 5.3: Contour enhanced funnel plot

210 Sudypappa gtvan oncOnr n Eddenymn coppetpioc. Ot peréteg mov gvbivovron
vy v oovppetpio glvor oTn Agukn mEPOYN kor Ogv deiyvouv OTUTIOTIKG
onuovtikd omoteréopatae. H acvpperpio prnopel va opeiheton oty gtepoyéveia

TOV HEAETAOV.

Hopatnpioceig

H yprion twv contour enhanced funnel plots eivor gupémg Srodedopévn. H
EQUPLOYT TOVG givatl amAn kot vroompileTol amd S1APOPU GTUATIOTIKO TOKETA.
Axopo, PeATIOVOUV  ONUOVTIKA TNV gpuUnVveid TG  OCLUUETPiOG  TOV
Sy PAUUOTOS KDVOV, WE OMOTEAEGO, VO TPOTEIVETOL 1| GUGTNUOTIKY TOVG
yphon amd v €peuva. QoTOG0, GE OPICUEVEC TEPUTTOGCELS 00NYohV GF
TOPOTACVITIKO  GUUTEPAGLOTO, O@OD T OCLUUETPIOL 7OV  EVOEYOUEVAS
mapoTnpeitol pmopel va givol amotélecpa Tov TPOTOV SEIYHATOAYING Kot

tinota mEPLGGATEPO.
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5.4 YrotieTikd test yia to £heyyo g asvppetpiog tov funnel plot

H ontikn amewcovion evog dtaypauUaTog KOVOD diVEL GTOV EPEVVITN U0, TPATN
eVTOTT®OON Yoo TNV Vmapén 1 un aovppeTpiog oto ddypappo. [ToArEG @opéc
OUmG, deV gival caPng 0 SLoY®PICUOC KoL 1) epunveia TIBETAL GTNY VTOKEYEVIKN
guyépela Tov peretntn. o va amopevyBei 1 cOyyvon ce 0TL aPopd TV VTaPEN
N un ovppetpiog oe €va OWypoppo K®Vov, €xovv ovamtuybel didpopa
otoToTikG test. Xto onuelo avtd givar avaykn va devkpviotel Ot tar test
€0TALoVV OTOV YAPAKTNPICUO EVOG OL0YPALLUOTOS (OG CULUETPIKO 1) [N Kot Oyt
av 1 mlavny oovppetpio opeietar 6g cvoTNUATIKO GEAApA dnpocievons M

GAlovg TopdyovTec.

5.4.1 Begg’s rank correlation test

To un mopopetpikod test mov mpotddnke amd tovg Begg & Mazumdar (Begg &
Mazumdar, 1994) e&etalet v cvoyétion peta&d TOV EKTIUNTOV TOV HEYEDDV
EMIOPAOTG KL TOV AVTIGTO®V SKVUAVGEDY Tovg. O édeyyoc TavtileTan pe to
yvooto Kendall” tau rank correlation test. ‘Eotow 6t épovue K upelétec.
Yvpporilovpe pe ¥, v extipmon tov peyéBovug emidpacng g i-00THG HEALTNG

Kot pe U; v avtiotoryn SElYHOTIKT SIOKOUOVGT. XT1 GUVEXELN TUTOTOLOVLLE TO

peyén emidpoong, ta omoia maipvouv v popery Yt = Y\i/;', 6mov Y. =
(Z}‘:l::’) / (Z}‘:lvé) N extipnon tov cvvolkov ueyébovg emidpaong mov
J J

-1
. . . ; . S 1
TPOEPYETOL amd TO HOVTELO TLYiOV emdpdoemy Ko ¥; = U— (Z;‘:lv:) n

]

Srakdpavon e dwagpopd ¥, — Y. Tvpporilovpe pe Y* = (Y15 Y55, ..., Vi) 10
GUVOAO TV TUTOTOMUEVAV EKTIUNTOV TOV HeYeddV emidpaong Kot pe v = (¥y,
Uy, .., V) 10 oOVOAO TOV OWOKVUAVGEDV TOV EKTUNTOV TV upeyebdv
enmidpacng. o pag amacyoAncel o EAeyyog g undevikng vmdbeong Hy: ¥V, ¥

elval aovoyETioTo, EVOVTL TNG EVOAMAKTIKNG Hy: Y™,V dev eivou aovoyétiota. Amod
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10, TOpandve cvvola mpokvmrovy K {evyn g popeng (V;5, 7)), i = 1, ..., k.
Avo Ceoy (Y;", ;) ko (Y;™, D) Oo ovopdCovran evappovicuévo. (concordant)
av Kot T 000 PEAT Tov €vog Levyoug givar peyodvtepa (OVTIGTOLO HIKPOTEPQ.)
amd ta ovtictotya péAN Tov GAlov. Anadh, av Y;* > Y, (avtictoya V' <
Y;") tote B, > D; (avtictoyo ¥, < ¥;). Me P Ba cvpPoriCovpe 10 cuvorikd
ap1Bpo TV evappovicpEveV (evydv. Axdpa, dvo Leoyn (Y; ", ;) kou (Y}, 7)) 6o
ovopdalovtor pn evappoviopéve (discordant) av n duitaén tov TpOTOV HEADY
givar avtifetn ano v didragn tov Sevtepov. Ankadn av Y;* > Y;" (avtictora
Y;" <Y;") t6te U, < D; (avtiotoa B, > ¥;). Avtictorxa pe Q Oa cupPoriCovps
TO GUVOAIKO apOud TV un evappovicpévov (evyav. Télog, 16ofabuodvtan
(tied) Oa ovopdlovrar ta (evyn mov dev givor 00TE EVOPUOVIOUEVO 0DTE N
evappoviopéva. Xtov €leyyo mov mpotdfnke omd tovg Begyg & Mazumdar

yivetar m vrdébBeon Ot dev vmdapyovv 1coPabuovvia Cevyn. H ototiotikn
P-Q

k(k—1)(2k+5)
18

kavovikny koatavour.. H undevikry vmdbeon amoppimtetan Yo emimedo

oLUVAPTNON TOL EAéyyov Z = aKoAoVOEl OCLUMTOTIKG TUTIKN

onpavtikottog a, ov |Z| > zy_q/5. To zi_q/ aviurpoconedel 0 1 —a/2
MOCOOTIO0 oNueio TG TLMKNG KOVOVIKNG Katovouns. H oamdppiyn g

unodevikng vrobeong GUVIEETAL e AGLUUETPIO. TOV dloypappatog kmvou (Begg

& Mazumdar, 1994).

A&roroynon

To Begg’s rank correlation test eivor evpémg Sradedopévo yio tov Eleyyo g
ACLUUETPIOG TOV dtaypdupatog kovov. ‘Exel to mieovéktnpa, 0Tl pmopel vo
€QopuOLeTan T060 0 cuVEXN 000 Kot o€ dyoTopa dedopéva. Qotdco, de divel
£YKUPOL ATTOTEAECUOTO Y10 LETO-OVOAVGEIG e Pikpd aplBud peletav (Peters et

al., 2006). 'Eva dAlo upetovéktmuo givar 611 dev givol 1600 10(VPO OGO TU
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Stapopa test ypopwkng malvopdunong (linear regression tests) mov 6O
avaeepbodv atn cuvéyeia (Peters et al., 2006).

5.4.2 LratioTika test ypoppikig roivopounong
5.4.2.1 Egger’s et al. test

‘Eva pn mapapetpwcd test, mov Paciletoan oty ypappukn noalvopdpunon, €xet
npotadel yio Tov €AeyYO TNG AOVLUUETPLOG TOV StoypAUIOTOS KOVOL amd TOVg
Matthias Egger et al. (Egger et al., 1997). Av Y; givon n extipnon tov peyéboug
enMidpaong g i-00TNG HEAETNG KOl U; M avTioTowyn OEIYHOTIKY Slakduaven, To

GTOOIGUEVO HOVTELOD YPULLLIKTG TTAALVOPOUNOTS OV GTNPiyTNnKE TO test etval:

, 1 .
Y =b + bo\/17l-+sl-, ue Bapn o g~N(0,v;), i=1,.. k.

Me PBdon 10 mMOPOTAVEO HOVTEAO YPOUHUIKNG TOAVOPOUNGNG EAEYXETOL T
undevikn vrndbeon Hy: bg = 0 évavtt g evarhoxtikng Hg: by # 0. H

OTATIOTIKY] GLUVAPTNON Tov eAéyyov T = J—%) axoAovfei t kotovoun pe k-2
0

Babuovg elevbepiag. H pndevikny vmdbeon amoppintetor yio  eminedo
onuovtikomrag @, ov |T| > tx_p1-4/2, OOV ty_31-q2 T0 1—a/2
nocooTioio onueio g t korovoung pe k-2 Babuovg erevbepiag. H andpprym

™G UNOEVIKNG VTOOECTC LITOSEIKVIEL UGV UUETPIO GTO SAYPULLUO KOVOD.

A&woroynon

H ypnon tov Egger’s test eivar gvpéwg dwodedopévn vy tov EAEYYX0 NG
OoLUUETPIOG TOV Staypappatog kovov. Eeapudletal to6co o€ cuveyn 660 Kot
og dyydtopa dedopéva. Opmg 1 TPOGUPLOYN TOV TAV® GE JYOTOUN SEGOUEVL
otver vymAd cdipa TOTOL | Ady® NG CLGYETIONG TV EKTIUNTOV TOV LEYEDDY

emidpaong (AoyapiOpog tov AOyov avoloyidv/Kiveiveov) Kol TOV ovTicTol®V
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nkdv oaipdtov tovg (Peters et al., 2006). ‘Exovuv mpotabei moAAld

EVOALOKTIKA test Tpokelévon va, EEmepaoTel 1) TOPOTAV® 0dVVOLLO.

5.4.2.2 Tang & Lui’s test

To 2000 ov mpoomabeio, avTpeT®Tiong Tng advvapiog tov Egger’s test mivo
ota drydtopa dedopéva ot Tang & Lui mpdtevay éva evOALOKTIKO EAEYXO TOL
fo otpiletar oMV TPOCOAPUOYY] TOL TOPOKAT® GCTUOUIGUEVOL HOVTELOL
ypoppkng maiwvdpounong (Tang & Lui, 2000):

. 1 .
Y; = b1 + bo,/Nl- +¢&;, Ue Bapn ~ &~N(O,Ny), i=1,..,k.

)
L

2V mopondve oyéon pe Y; avamapiototor ektipnon tov peyédovs enidpaonc
g i-00thg pnerétng kot pe N; 10 cuvoAlkd péyebog tov deiypatoc. Me Pdon 1o
TPONYOVLEVO HOVTEAO YPOULIKNAG TOAVOPOUNONG eA€yyxetor 1 UNdEVIKN

vrobeon Hy: by = 0 évavtt ¢  evaAloktikng H,: by # 0. H  otatiotikn

ouvaptnon Tov eiéyyov T = S;—ZA) axorovfei t xatavoun pe k-2 PBabpodc
0

glevbepiag. H undevikn vmdeon amoppinteton ylo EXimEd0 SNUOVTIKOTNTOS «,
oav |T| > tk_21-a/2, OOV tx_31_q/2 T0 1 —a/2 mococtioio onueio g t
katavoung pe k-2 Baduovg erevbepiag. H amdppryn g pndevikng vndbeong

VTOJEIKVVEL AGVUUETPIO OTO S1AYPOLLLLO KOVOL.

5.4.2.3 Thompson & Sharp’s test

Mo, tpomomoinuévn €kdoomn tov Egger’s test mpotdbnke to 1999 oamd tovg
Thompson & Sharp (Thompson & Sharp, 1999). H Bacwn 16éa méve oty
omoio oTnpiyTnKav €lval N TPOTOTOINGT TOV CTUOUGHEVOD LOVTEAOD YPOLLUKNAG
TaAvdpounong mov tpotdbnke amd tovg Egger et al. Tvykekpipéva tpdtevay
TNV  TPOGOPUOY|] TOU OKOAOLOOL GTOOUGHEVOL  HOVIEAOL  YPOLUIKNG

TOAMVOPOUNONG:
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Yi=b +b \/—+£l, usBapn =, &~ N(O vl+‘[) 1,..,k.
2y nopandve oyéon e Y; (xvan(xpi(swml N extipnomn tov peyéboug enidpaong
™G i-06TNC UEAETNG, V; M aVTIGTOYN OEIYHOTIKY OOKOUAVOT KOl UE 72 n
eKTiunon g dakvuaveng HETaéd TV UEAET®V pe TNV HéEB0do TV pomdmv.
Kot avtictoyio pe to Egger’s test eAéyyeton n undevikn vadbeon Hy: by =

0 évavtt g evarhaxtikng Hy: by # 0. H otatiotikn cvvéptnon tov gréyyov

(b) axorovfei t xatavoun pe k-2 PBabuodc ehevbepioc. H undevikn
0

vrdbeon oamoppintetar yio eninedo onuaviikomrog @, av [T| > 5 1_q/2,
Omov tx_z1-q/2 ™ 1—a/2 mococtaio onueio g t kotavoung pe k-2
BoBuovg erevBeplag. H amdppryn g pndevikng vndbeong vmodeuviel

acvpETpio 6TO Srarypappa KOVOL.

5.5 Tpémor e€axpifpmong cvoTraTIKOD GOAANATOS ONUOGIEVGN G

Onwg £xel non avoeepbel, 0 EVIOMIGUOG TNG OGLUUETPING TOL Loy PAUUATOS
KOVOV 0gV GUVOEETOL QMAPAITNTA HE TO GLOTNUOTIKO GOGAUN dNUOGIELOTC.
[Ipokbdmtel Aowdv M avaykn g avalTnong vém®V GTUTIOTIKOV Hebodwv, e
otdyo Vv &ykvpn e€akpifwon e VmapEng N U CLGTNUOTIKOD GEOALOTOC
dnuocigvone. Katm amd owtd to mhaicto akolovdel Aewtopepng meptypan tov
uebodwv Fail-safe N, Trim and Fill kabdg kot ¢ otatiotikng pebddov, mov
ompileTal 610 HOVTELD ETAOYNC LEAETMV TTPOG ONLLOGIEVOT) WOV TPOTAONKE 0T

tov Copas (Copas, 1999, Copas & Shi, 2000) (Copas selection models).

5.5.1 Fail-safe N method

H upébodog Fail-safe N omotelel pio amd Tig mpdeg te)vIKEG UE GTOXO TNV
e€axpifoong g Vmapéng GuoTNUATIKOD ceAApaTog dnuocicvone. H Paoikn

100, efvol va evtomticel moceg PEAETEG e un undevikd péyebog enidpaong mpémet
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va Tpoctebovv, MGTE Vo TPOKVYEL GUVOALKO HEYEDOC EMIdPACTG U1 OTATIOTIKA

ONUOVTIKO.

k o
H pébodoc Paciletar oty ototiotikny cuvaptnon Z = Z‘?%Z‘,nou aKolovbei

OCVUTTOTIKG TUTIKY] KOVOVIKT) KOTOVOUT] KoL £XEL OG KPIGWUN TEPLOYN Z = Zg /.
Me z4/, ovpBoriCovpe t0 /2 mococtioio onueio G TLTIKNG KOVOVIKNG
Kkoatavoune. To Z; avimpooonedel 10 Tuomomomuévo péyebog enidpaong g i-
001N ueAETC Kot To K T0 cuvolkd aplBud tov peietmdv. TouBoliletor akouo
ue ko o aplBudc Tov pueAetdv mov TPEMEL Vo Tpootefody, MOTE Vo TPOKOYEL
GUVOAKO PEYeBOG EMIOPAOT|G UN OTATICTIKG OTHLOVTIKO. XT0 onpeio avtod yiveton
n vrdbeon 6Tl vmapyovv adnpocievteg ot kg peAétec ko OTL dev €(OLV
ONUOVTIKA omoTeEAéouata, OMAad to pHéyeboc emidpacng TOvg &ivor UNdév.

Yuvovalovrog o Tapamdve vroloyilovue to kg and v oxéon:

k

2
k 7.
—Zl_l - < Za/2 Ad ZZL- /(Za/z)z —k< kO
Jk+k £

Kotoinyovue omv Omapén GLOTNUATIKOD GEAAUOTOC ONUOGIELONC OTIG
TEPMTOGEL OOV &ivol pKpdC 0 aplBudg TV UEAETOV TOL TPEMEL VO,
wpootebohv, doTe Vo TPOKOLYEL GUVOAMKO LEyeDog emidpaong OTATIOTIKA un
onuavtiko. Tlpv yopoaktnplotel «ukpni» 1 T TV kj, amoiteitor cuykpion
OVOAOYIKA LE TO GUVOMKO PO TOV HEAET®V, OOTE VO omopevyfovv

o@dpata (Orwin, 1983).

LUYKEVIPOTIKG

H péBodog vmobéter 1t vdpyovv ky adnuocicvtes HEAETEG UE U OMUOVTIKA

amoteléopata, ONAadn e UeyEdn emidpaong undév mov TPEMeL va Tpoctedovv,

MOTE VO TPOKOYEL GUVOAMKO PEYEDOG EMIOPAOTG OTATIOTIKA U onuovTiko. [a

TOV VTOAOYIGUO TOV OPlOUOY OVTAV TV UEAETMV Yivetal ypfomn TG oxEong:
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ko > <Z zi> /(zm,z)2 —k

i=1

Kotalyovpe og cuotHoTiKO GOOALO ONUOGIELONG Y10 CUKPECH, OVOAOYIKA

HE TO0 GLVOMKO aplOUd TV LEAETAOV, TILES TOV K |

A&roroynon g pedooov

H pébodog Fail-safe N Oswpeitor wa amkn teyvikn yuo v e€axpifmon tov
GLGTNUATIKOD GPaANaTOG dnuocicvonc. Tlapdtt givar 0KOAN 1 KOTAVONGN TG
amd TOVG €PEVVNTEG, M XPNo”M T™C Oev ival dwudedopévn. Eumepiéyel apretég
pebodoroyucég advvapies. Apyikd, To oTATIOTIKO Z dgv evBVVETAL AULEGT Y10 TOV
TPOGOOPIGUO TOL apBpol TV peAeTdv mov mpénel va tpootedodv (Orwin,
1983). Emumiéov, n pébodog dev mpooapudletar mave oto péyebog emidopaong
nopd povo ot p-tiun (Orwin, 1983). Emopévmc, dev vmdpyovv kaborov
€VOEIEELS TOV «TPAYLOTIKOVY» AmOTEAEGULATOS TOV HeyEBovg emidpaons. Amd v
meptypapn g peBodov yiverar aueca avtiinmto, 0t dev AapuPdvetor Kaboiov
VIOYV TO GYNUO TOL SYPAUUATOS KOVOL Kol ayvogitoan 1 mlavh dmapén
etepoyévelag tav peketmv (Orwin, 1983). Télog, emiéyet avBaipeta to péyebog
EMIOPAOTG YO TIS AdNUOCIELTEG UEAETEG VO €lval TO UNOEV KOl GE OPICGUEVEG
TEPUTTMOGELG dNpovpyel peréteg mov dev vapyovv (Make up data) pe vrobetikd

ueyé0n detyportog, e1dké ov ko > 5k + 10 (lyengar & Greenhouse, 1988).

5.5.2 Trim and Fill

1 ovvéyela, yiveton ovagopd ot un mapapetpikr uébodo Trim and Fill, mov
€xel oG otoyo Vv e€axpifmon TOLv GLOTNUATIKOD CEAALOTOC ONUOGIELONC
(Duval & Tweedie, 2000b). H teyvikn Poaoiletar oty emovopboon g
GUUUETPIOG TOV JAyPAUUATOC KOVOV. YToBEToupe 0T Agimovuy pedéteg oto éva

dKpo Tov dtoypdppoatog Kovov Kot 1 facikn Wéa eival va mpootedovv véeg,
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MoTE VO TPOoKLYEL Stdypappo pe ocvppetpikd kévipo (Duval & Tweedie,

2000a).

Ta Baocikd Pripate g pebddov:

Extipdror o apBudg tov peketdv mov Ba mpénet va agaipedodv and
NV Hio TAEVPA TOL S0y PAULATOG KOVOV, MGTE VO TPOKVYEL SLAYPOULLLLOL
HE CLUUETPIKO KEVTPO. AkoAovOel avaivtikny meptypapn g nebodov
eKtiunone.

AQopohvTor o1 LEAETEG KOl OTI CLVEXELN YIVETOL LETO-OVOAVCT] TAVE
G€ OVTEG.

Ocwpeitol MG «TPOYUATIKO» KEVIPO TOV SOYPAUUATOS KOVOL M
EKTIUNON 7OV TPOEKVYE OO TNV UETA-OVOAVON TOV UEAETOV 7OV
agalpEnKav.

Mo xabe perén mov apaipeital, dnuovpyeital Eva akpipec avtiypapo
GTO KEVTPO TOV OOy PAUUATOS.

Ivetow peta-avéivon pe OAeg TIC ueAéteg, OMAAON UE OVTEG 7OV

VINPYOV OAAG KOt PE BVTEG TTOL TPOSTEDM KA.

Ot PETO-0VOADGELS TOL OTOLTOVVTOL KOTA TNV €QUpRoYn g nebddov uropodv

VO TPOGOPUOGTOVV TOGO HE TO HOVIEAO otafepdv OGO KOl pPE TO HOVTEAO

Toyoiov emdpdoswv. Aedopéva Tpocapuoyng £de1&av, 0Tt av ypnotponombel to

povtého otabepav emdpdcewv ota Prpoata 1-4 kKor To povtéAo Tuyaiv

emdpdosmwv oto Pua 5, Bo TpokvyoLY KEAVTEPH amoTEAéouATE OO TO VO

ypnowonombel 1o poviélo otabepdv  emdpdoewv o OAd TO  PrjnoTa

(Schwarzer et al., 2009). Avtictoyo, pe ™ YPNON TOL UOVTELOL oTODEPDV

emdpacemv ota Pruata 1-4 ko toyoiov emdpdoemv oto PApa 5 TpokdmTTOLY

OPLOKG KAAVTEPO ATOTEAEGLLOTA OO TO VO, YpMotpomoindel to povtédo Tuyoiov

emdpacemv og OAa ta Pripata (Schwarzer et al., 2009).
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AxoAovBel 1 avaivon ¢ nebddov TOL KT TOV aplOpd TV UEAETOV TTOL Do
TpENEL va. apapefody amd TV o TAELPE ToL SlaypAUIaTOC KdVoL. 'Eotwm 6Tl
éxovpe K perétec. Apykd, dmuovpyodue yo kébe po amd Tig uehéteg v
dloeopa g ektipnomng tov pueyéboug emidpaong amd ™ cLVoAIKN ektipnon. Ot
SL0QOPES €xovy TTPOGNUO «+» OTav 1 ektipnor tov peyébovg emidpaocng g
K@Oe perétng etvar peyoddtepm amd T GUVOMKN Kol TPOCTHO «-» OTNV
avtifetn mepintmon. Xt ouvéyel S0TACCOVUE TIS OlPOPES KaTd avEovaa
oelpd pe Paon T amdAvteg TIHEG TOLG Kot voAoyilovpe Tig TAEEG TOVG. XTO
onueio avtd emonpaivetor OTL av 000 1 TEPLOGOTEPES dOPOPES elvan ioeg KOTA
amOALTO TN, TOTE 1 TaEN mov maipvel 1 Kobepio amd avtéc givon ion pe To
péco O6po tv tdEemv mov Oa elyav av fTav dapopetikéc peta&d tovg. H

extipmon tov apfpod tov peretdv mov Ba mpémet va apapebodv and v pia

4Tk—k(k+1) ,

Py ov K

TAELPE TOV LY PAUUATOS KOVOL diveTal amd Tov TOmo Ly =

0 GUVOAKOG apllpdg tov peretdv ko T to dOpowcpe TV TaEE®V TOV
TOPOTAV® JAPOPDOV OV £YOVV TPOGNUO «+». Amouakpdvovtal Aomov ot
Ly peAéteg pue 1o mo peydro péyebog emidopaong kot 1 Sadikacio
emavaAappavetar émc 6tov emtevydei cuppetpia oto ddypappa kodvov (Gleser
& Olkin, 1996).

A&woroynon g nebdéodov

H pébodog kotackevdotnke mhveo oty oyvpn vrobeon ¢ cGuppeTpiog Tov
SOy PAUUOTOC KDVOL, Y®Pic OUmG va. amattel vrobéoelg mov oyetiCovtol ue to
UNYOVIGHO TOL GLGTNUOTIKO 6Qaipatog dnuocicvong (Schwarzer et al., 2009).
AxOU0, Ol EKTIUNTEG KOL TO. GUUTEPAGUOTO TOAAESG (QOPEC AmOKAIVOLY, YloTi
BaoiCovtal oe dedopévo ta omoio Eyovv vootel mapéuPaocn (Schwarzer et al.,
2009). AAMwote 1 pébodog kataokevalel dedouéva mov dev vapyovv (make up
data). Téhog, kpiveTol avVeEmOPKNAG oV VIAPYEL CNUOVTIIKY ETEPOYEVELD, UETOED

tov peletdv (Schwarzer et al., 2009).

58



5.5.3 M£0odor emhoyig peretdv Tpog dnpocisven (Selection modeling)

Mio e&éyovoo Kotnyopio 0md TEXVIKEG EVIOMIGUOD GUOTIUOTIKOD GOAALNTOG
dnuocigvong amotelodv ot pébodol mov ompilovtal 6e poviéAo EMAOYNG
ueketov mpog omuocicvon (selection model). H Paocikn 186éa tov TEQVIKGOV
aVTOV glval 0 cvvdvoopog evoc poviéhov peyebmv emidpacng (effect size
model), to omoio eumepiéyel TANPOPOPIES YL TOL OTOTEAEGUOTA TNG HETO-
avéivong, pe éva povtédo emdoyng (selection model), mov meprypdoer tov
pnyovicpd xafopiopod tov peletdv mov Tibevtar mpog Odmpocievor. Ilo
OVOATIKA, TO HOVTEAO peYeBmV emidpaome meprypaQel TNV KOTAVOUY TOV
peyebav enidpaong yopic v Vmopén cLOTNHATIKOL CEAAULATOG dnLocievonc,
evd 1o poviého emhoyng kabopilet v mBavotTo dnpocisvong tng ke
peréne. Znv mpdln ta HOVTEAD EMAOYNG meplEyovv €va peybio apBud
byvootov mopapéTpov, mov kabiotd mepimhokn v epappoyn tovs. 261000,
YO VO OVTILETOMIOTEL 1] aduvapio auT| EKTIHOVUE TIG TOPAUETPOVS OO QAL
GUVOAN OESOUEVOV UETO-OVIAVONG 1 EVOALOKTIKG EIGAYOVUE UETOPANTEG Kot

die€ayovpe avarlvon svoucHnoiog (Vevea & Woods, 2005).

5.5.3.1 Copas selection model

H mo drodedopévn nébodog eviomio oy GUGTNUATIKOD GOAAUATOS OTLOGIEVOT|G
glvar avt) mov opileTor 6T0 UOVTELD EMAOYNG UEAETMV TTOV TPOTAONKE Omd
tovg Copa ko Shi (Copas, 1999, Copas & Shi, 2000). H pébodog cuvovdalet 1o
uoviélo Ttoyaiov emidpdoewv ue 1o poviélo emhoyng tov Copas (Copas
selection model), mov divel v mbavotnta dnuocicvong g i-oothg nerétng. H
OmopEn GUGTNUOTIKOD GEAALOTOC ONUOGIELONG GLVOEETAL E TNV TOPGUETPO
oLoYETIoNG p Tov 000 poviédwv. Oco mo woyvpn eivolr 1 cvoyétion TOG0
neplocoTeEPO oyetiletan To péyebog enidpaong pe v mbavotnta dnpocicvong
Ue amoTéAesUa va gival o TOOVOG O EVIOMIGUOG TOV GUGTNUOATIKO COOALO

dnuocigvong.
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ITo ovaAvTikd yio. kKGOe i-ooTn pelétn g peta-availvong vrobétovpe Ol T0
Tpayuotikd péyebog emidpacng 6; axolovdel KavoviKn KOTOVOUN HE HECT) TN

0 xar Sakvpavon T2

mov oeeideton otv etepoyévetn (between-studies
variance). Zvufoiilovpe akopo pe y; v ektipmon tov peyébovg enidpaong 6;
Ko pe 032 Vv SlaKkOHOVeT Tov P; Tov ogeileTar oty dstypatolnyia e Kade
pelémge (within-study variance). To ;2 Oswpeitar Yvootd yio k6he pedétn ko

nepimov ico pe s;2. Anhady woyvst: 0,2 = s;2.

Yvvovalovtag to Tapandve TPoKOTTEL OTL:
yi = 91' + (Tz + O'iz)l/zgi, €i~N(O,1), i = 1, ,k
H emioyn tov peletdv mTpoc dNUOGIELGN TPAYLATOTOIEITOL 0O TO LOVTEAD

Z; =y, + §+5i, 8;~N(0,1), i=1,..,k.

Isodbvaua axoAovbavtag tov cuufoiicud tov Copas & Shi éyovpe:

Zi =Uu; + 61', SiNN(O,l), 0oV Uu; =%Yo + %

Ot mopAaueTpol Yo, Y1 0ev exktiumvtol. Eitvor otabepéc mov meprypdpovv tnv
£KTOON NG «EMAOYNC» TOV HOVIEAOVL. ZVYKEKPLUEVO, ov vrobiéocovue OtL M
UEAETN UE TO WIKPOTEPO TUTIKO GOPOAUG Sgmgn OMUOCIEVETAL e TOOVOTNTO
Psmail KOU oviioTolyo. 1M MEAET HE TO UEYOAVTEPO TLMKO OCOUAUO
Starge ONMOCIEDETOL pHE TOOVOTNTO Pygrge OL TOPALETPOL Yo, Y1 VIOAOYICOVTOL

amd T1G oYEGELS:

Psmaii :¢(Y0+ L ) KOl Piarge =(D<V0+ o )' omov  P(-) n

Ssmall Slarge

0BpOLoTIKY) GLVAPTNOT TNG TLMIKNG KOVOVIKNG KOTUVOUNG.
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Ocov apopd TNV €MAOYN TOV UEAETOV TPOG ONMUOGigLon vrobétovue 6Tl N
pekétn i Ba dnpooievetor povo otav M petofAnty Z; > 0. Me Pdon 1o
nopomave, to (&, 6;) eivar Tuyaio. GEAALATO TOV TPOKVTTOLV amd To GVO
HOVTEAD Kot akoAovBolv d1dtdotatn Kovoviky Katavoun pe péon i 0 won

1
TvaKo SOKVUAVEEDY GUVOLOKVUAVEE®DY (p '[1)) YUVENMS, 1 TOPAUETPOC

OUCYETIONG TV 000 HOVIEAWY p  1600TOL  HE T  GUVOLOKDUOVOT|

tov (&, 6;), tadn p = cov(s; , 6;).

Yuvovdalovtag TIG TANPOPOPIEG TOL TOAPEYOLV TO TOPOUTOVD HOVTEAD, 1|

mBavomTo dnpocisvong g kabe peréng vroroyiletol:
Pr(Zi > 0) = Pr(&i > —y, — Z_j) — (I)(VO + ];_j)

omov @ () N abpoloTIKN GLVAPTNOT TNG TVTKNAG KOVOVIKAC KOTOVOUNC.

Avp =0, ta Z;, P; elvon ave&aptnta Kot 1 LETA-0VAADON TOV TALPaTPOVUEVOV
ueyebmv odlvel pion ektiunom tov mpaypoatikod ueyébovg emidpacng ywpic
ocQaipo onpocievong. Avtifeta, av p > 0 o emleyduevec 0md TO UOVTEAO
peréteg Ba éyovv Z; > 0 pe amotéleouo vo givar mo mbavov to §; vo
TOPOVGIALOVY UEYAAES TIUES. XTNV MEPIMTMOON GUTN KOl T & OVOUEVETOL VO
Aappdvoov peydieg twég, agov cvoyetilovton Ostikd pe ta §;. Amo T
TOPATAV® TPOKVTTEL, OTL 1| EKTIUNOT TOV peYEBOVG emidpaong ¥; vaepekTyd
TNV TPAYUOTIKY T 6. Xuvenmg, 660 7o 1oyvpn €ival 1 cueYETIon TOV SO
UovTEA®V 1060 mo mwhavn eivor n YmopEn ceaiupatog dnuocicvong (Copas &
Shi, 2000).
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KE®AAAIO 6
NPOXOMOIQXH

6.1 Xkomog TNG £PEVVOS TPOGONOIMGTG

H o&lomotio tov anotelecpdtov pog peta-avaAvons cuvoéetar dpeca pe v
SuvatoOTNTO EVIOMIGHOD TOV GUOTNUATIKOL GEOAAUOTOS OMUOGIELONG KOl TNg
mlavng enidpaong Twv pikpmv o péyebog peketdv. Mo tpdtn £voeEn yio Tov
EVTOMIGUO TOVG TPOKVMTEL OO TNV OCLULETPIR TOL SrorypappoTog Kovov. Omwg
avaeépOnke kot oto Kepdhato 5, yio va amopevybel 1 vrokeievikny epunveia
amd TV TAELPA TV gpeuvTOV Yo TV Vmoapén 1 un oaocvppetpiog 6to
Sudypappo. kKovov, €xel avamtvybel ddpopo ototiotikd test. Kato and to
mAaicto avtd kpiveton avaykoaio 1 LeTaED TOLG GUYKPLOT LE GTOYXO TNV AVAOEEN
TOV 7O  OMOTEAECUOTIKOV. XTNV  TOpodod  UEAETN)  TPOGOUOIMONG
Tpayuatomoleitar chykplon Tng amoteAecpatikotnTag petaly tov Egger’s,

Begg’s rank correlation kot Thompson & Sharp’s tests.

6.2 Xevapiro TPooopoimeng

H npocouoinon npaypatonomfnke oto ototiotikd makéto R (R Development

Core Team, 2008) http://www.r-project.org/ (r-project.org), to omoio amotelei

Ui, YADGGO TPOYPOUUATIGHOD HE KOPLO OTOYO0 TNV EMIALCN GTUTIGTIKOV
npofAnuatov. H die€aywyn e nepropiomke o€ cuveyn dedouéva. Exovtag ¢
oTOYO0 TNV AEWTOUEPT] OVUYKPION 1TNG ONOTEAECUOATIKOTNTAG TOLG OTINV
TPOCOUOIMGT), CLUTEPIEANPONGAY d1APOopEG TIES Yo TOV 0plOUd TV HEAETDV
k =10,20,50. Ot tipég awtég Bewpovvtan ot o GLVNOELS KOl OVTIGTOLYOVV GE
UIKPO, HEGOIO Kol PEYAAO oplOUd HEAET®V. AKOUO, YO TOV CUVIEAECTH] TOL
OVTUTPOCMTEVEL TN OYECT UETAED TOV TLTKOD GOUALOTOS KOl TOL HEYEOOVG
emidpaong Beowpnooue tic Tipwéc b = 0,0.3,0.5, evd yia v SakdUOvVon NG

gtepoyévelog 12 = 0,0.1,0.3. Ocov agopd t0 cvvolkd péyebog emidpaong
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Oewpnoope Tig Tinég m = 0,0.3, 0.5, ondte cuvolikd Eyovpe 81 SrapopeTiKd
oevaplo. To kdBe ocevaplo mpaypoatomomOnke yio B= 1000 tov apiBud

EMOVOANYELS.

6.3 Bijpata Tpocopoicnong
6.3.1 Anpovpyia dedopévarv

To npmto Prjna yio v deEaymyn| Hiag TPocopoimong arotelel n dnpovpyio
dedopévav. Ta dedopéva mov dmpovpyovvton Bo TPEREL VO OVATAPIOTOVV LLE
060 10 OVVOTO WO PEOMOTIKO TPOTO TO OMOTEAEGUOTO LG TPOYLOTIKNG
épeuvag. Xto mAaiclo G mopovong TPOCOHOImONS aKoAovdOnke o TNV

KOTOOKELT] TV OESOUEVMV TO HLOVTELO:
0i~N(m, Tz)
yi~N(; + b xs;,5;%), i =1,...,k (Moreno et al., 2009)

Me 0; avamapictatotl To Tpoyuatikd uéyebog emidpaonc g Kabe ueAétng, pe
m 10 ovykevipotikd péyedog emidpoonc kar pe T2 M Swokdpavon g
etepoyévelag. TopuPorileton axopo pe y; 1o péyeboc emidpaong ¢ ke
UEAETNG, UE S; TO TLMIKO GQAANO TG | HeAéTng Kot pe b 0 GUVTEAEGTAG TTOL
aVTIPOCMOTELEL TNV UETAy Toug oyéon. O aplBudg Tov HEAETOV OV

ouumeEPIAaUBAvOVTOL 6TV peTa-avaivon eivol icog pe K.

ApyiKé, TPOGOUOIDGALE TO TUMKO GEAAUA OC T TeTpoyoviKy pilo pog X2
Katavoung pe K Pabuodc elevbepiog (Moreno et al.,, 2009). Tmv ocuvvéyea,
KOTOUGKEVACOUE TO TPOYROTIKO péyebog emidpaong 6; yio tig K pehétec and v
KOVOVIKY] KOTOvOUY He péon Tn 1o m kot Soxdpoven T2, Télog,
dnuovpynoape to peysdn enidpaonc y; yio kabe pia omd tig K peréteg amd v

KOVOVIKT KOTOUVOUN UE PECT TN 6; + b * s;.
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6.3.2 Metpijosig

Onac &yl avapepdei kot oto Kepdaroto 5, ta Egger’s, Begg’s rank correlation
kot  Thompson & Sharp’s test eléyyoov v undevikn vmrdbeon
Hy:to Staypaupua kKOVov elval oUUUETPIKO  €vavtl TG EVOANOKTIKNG
H,: o Siaypauua kovov elvar  aovuustpo. ITlpayuatomorovvior B= 1000
emovoyels. Xe kdfe po amd ovtég mopdyovior Kot omofnkedoviol ot
avtiotoreg p-tinég tovg. Metd to mépag twv B = 1000 emavoinyewv
vroloyiletor N TOAVOTNTA AmOPPIYNG TNG UNOEVIKNG vdbeonc Yo kdbe Eva
amo o Topamdve test. Zuvendc, amd Kabe oevaplo AauPavouE ¢ OTOTEAEG U,
Vv TOAVOTNTA aIOPPIYNG TNG UNOEVIKNG VTOOEGNC YI0L GUYKEKPIUEVT TIUY TOV
apBuod v peretdv K, tov cvvieheot b mov AVTIIPOCHOTEDEL TV GYEGN
peta&l ToLv TUTIKOV GEAAUNTOC Kol Tov peyéboug emidpacnc, e Stakduavong
NG €TEPOYEVELNS T2 Kol Tov GuvoltkoD peyéfoug emidpaocng m. 1o onueio
avto gival avaykn va devkpviotel 6Tt ota cevdpla 6mov b = 0 1 mbavonta
amoOPPIYNG TNG UNdeVIKNG vdbeong Tawtiletar pe o oA tHmov I, dnAadn
pe mmv mhovotnto omdppyng g UNdEVIKNG vmdbeong Otav Topdyovue
dedopévo amd oavt. Avrtiotorya, oto cevaplo 6mov b # 0n mbavoma
amoppPIYNG TS UNdeVIKNG vrdbeong tavtiletar pe v oYy, OMAad TV
mOovOTNTO VO amoppimTovpe THY UNdevikn vdbeon otov mapdyovue dedouéva

OO TNV EVOAAUKTIKY].

6.3.3 AnoteréopaTa TPOGOUOIMGTS

Xmv ovvéyelo, mapotifevtal KatdAAnlot mivaxkeg pe otoxo v €aymyn
ovunepaoudtov yio v amotedecuatikotnta tov Egger’s test, Begg’s rank

correlation test kaw Thompson & Sharp’s tests yia ta didgopa cevapia.
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ApOpdg peretov k=10

YuvtereoTg EU’VO)JK(') Etepoyévern | Egger’s | Begg’s | Thompson
b s#g:ggflg 72 Rank | & Sharp’s
m method | ethod | method

linreg rank mm

0 0.037 0.024 0.014

0 0.1 0.049 0.027 0.018

0.3 0.066 0.008 0.055

0 0.054 0.015 0.018

b=0 0.3 0.1 0.052 0.023 0.02

0.3 0.058 0.027 0.029

0 0.038 0.031 0.012

0.5 0.1 0.054 0.035 0.011

0.3 0.078 0.033 0.023

0 0.1 0.033 0.046

0 0.1 0.07 0.042 0.034

0.3 0.113 0.016 0.063
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0 0.098 0.037 0.053

b=0.3 0.3 0.1 0.081 0.015 0.058
0.3 0.049 0.006 0.063

0 0.094 0.029 0.048

0.5 0.1 0.116 0.011 0.082

0.3 0.052 0.025 0.043

0 0.177 0.069 0.103

0 0.1 0.137 0.057 0.085

0.3 0.202 0.027 0.118

0 0.117 0.054 0.048

b=0.5 0.3 0.1 0.194 0.036 0.12
0.3 0.331 0.019 0.154

0 0.276 0.046 0.185

0.5 0.1 0.115 0.053 0.045

0.3 0.194 0.028 0.127

Hivaxag 6.1: Aedouéva mpooouoiwaons yia k=10 ueléres
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ApOpog peretov k = 20

YuvtereoT|g ZD’VOXIK() Etepoyévera | Egger’s | Begg’s | Thompson
b s#g:ggflg T2 Rank | & Sharp’s
m method | method | method

linreg rank mm

0 0.047 0.023 0.023

0 0.1 0.108 0.02 0.053

0.3 0.255 0.043 0.085

0 0.044 0.016 0.03

b=0 0.3 0.1 0.105 0.025 0.047

0.3 0.06 0.129 0.043

0 0.051 0.023 0.028

0.5 0.1 0.057 0.017 0.036

0.3 0.142 0.033 0.057

0 0.158 0.044 0.132

0 0.1 0.08 0.06 0.056

0.3 0.164 0.022 0.117
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0 0.091 0.042 0.068

b=0.3 0.3 0.1 0.292 0.035 0.195
0.3 0.248 0.02 0.187

0 0.113 0.055 0.077

0.5 0.1 0.145 0.047 0.119

0.3 0.172 0.026 0.126

0 0.318 0.076 0.266

0 0.1 0.472 0.049 0.389

0.3 0.227 0.031 0.223

0 0.357 0.088 0.311

b=0.5 0.3 0.1 0.398 0.057 0.321
0.3 0.223 0.154 0.269

0 0.347 0.087 0.289

0.5 0.1 0.322 0.051 0.294

0.3 0.234 0.059 0.284

Hivaxag 6.2: Aedouéva mpooouoiwons yia k=20 ueléres
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ApOpog peretov k = 50

YuvtereoT|g Zv’vohk() Etepoyévewn r Begg’s | Thompson
b S:fg‘fgiflg T2 Rank | & Sharp’s
m method | method

rank mm

0 0.058 | 0.022 0.044

0 0.1 0.136 0.06 0.062

0.3 0.085 | 0.041 0.05

0 0.054 0.01 0.035

b=20 0.3 0.1 0.143 0.086 0.057

0.3 0.595 0.391 0.047

0 0.042 | 0.026 0.025

0.5 0.1 0.065 | 0.108 0.065

0.3 0.301 0.174 0.04

0 0.466 | 0.048 0.423

0 0.1 0.301 0.057 0.346

0.3 0316 | 0.219 0.241
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0 0.481 0.044 0.438

b=0.3 0.3 0.1 0.178 0.164 0.398
0.3 0.19 0.141 0.252

0 0.402 0.045 0.326

0.5 0.1 0.479 | 0.107 0.388

0.3 0.34 0.269 0.25

0 0.831 0.129 0.805

0 0.1 0.75 0.084 0.689

0.3 0.601 0.316 0.581

0 0.901 0.069 0.884

b=0.5 0.3 0.1 0.715 0.112 0.655
0.3 0.187 0.39 0.587

0 0.927 | 0.058 0.904

0.5 0.1 0.734 | 0.063 0.794

0.3 0.298 0.303 0.563

Hivaxag 6.3: Aedouéva mpooouoiwons yia k=50 ueléres
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6.3.4 Zopmepdopato

H e€ayoyn ovumepoacudtov mpoyuatomombnke €nerta and Tn cOYKPIon TNng
TOOVOTNTOC AmOPPIYNS TG UNOEVIKNG VITOBEGNC Yo TO. S1APOPE CEVAPLOL TG
TPOCOLOIONG. ZVYKEKPLUEVE, OTAV O OplOUdC TV PEAETOV OV AauBdavouv
uépoc otnv peta-avéivon eivar uikpog (kK = 10) kot 0 cvvTEAEoTNG TTOL
dniavel tn oyéomn peta&d TLmKOD GEAANNTOC Kol peyéboug emidpaong ival
b =0, mopatnpodue o6t to Begg’s rank correlation test amoppimter v
undevikn vndbeon Ayodtepo ouvyva amd Ot Ba Empeme vy emimedo
onuovtikomtos a = 5%. Iapovowaler nrodn younid cedipa tomov |. Xe
avtiotoyo cuumépacuo KotaAnyovue yio to Thompson & Sharp’s test, 6tav o
apOpog tov peketav givoal k = 10 kot b = 0. Oco wio wikpég etvar ot TIEG TNG
ETEPOYEVELNG, TOCO O GTAVIN omoppinteTol 1 undevikn veobeon. To test tov
Egger amoppintel og kavomomTikad eninedo, ™ unodevikn vadbeon v k = 10
kot b = 0. Xto ornpelo avtod givan avdykn vo SlevkpvicTel 0TL 6 KavEva omd Ta.

mapomave test n 1.oydc dev eivar VYNAN Yo LIKpoO aplOpd HEAETOV.

IMapodpota swova Exovue kat yioo k = 20 perérec. Ta Begg’s rank correlation
kot Thompson & Sharp’s tests dev amoppintovy 60 LYV 660 B érxpene. To
test tov Egger amoppintel wcavomomtikd OTov €V LIAPYEL ETEPOYEVELD. XTIG
MEPMTMOCELG OUWOS, OOV VIAPYEL ETEPOYEVELN OTMOPPITTEL TOAD GLYVOTEPO. OO
TO OVTIOTOLYO €MimEdO ONUAVTIKOTNTOS TOL 5%. Ocov agopd v oy, gival
cOE®MG VYNAOTEPN OO OTL OTO. AVTIOTOYYM GEVAPLY PE KPS 0plOUd PEAETGDV.

Qo1660, dev pumopel va BewpnOet emopkng.

Otav o apBuog tov peietov eivar k = 50, ov Tipég g etepoyévelng sivor
peyaiec ko 1o mpoaypotikd péyebog emidopacng m # 0 to test tov Egger
ATOPPITTEL LYV TNV UNdeVIKT vdbeon Yo eninedo onuoavtikotnTog @ = 5%.
IMapodpoto cvumeprpopd £xel to Begg’s rank correlation test. Zvykpitikd pe to

mpoNnyovUEVE, ©TO OvTioTolyo oevdpia to Thomson & Sharp’s test oev
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Tapovctdlel peydAo opdiua tomov I Axopa, 6tav b = 0.3 1 1oydg dev givar
wWwitepa vYNAN og kavéva and ta test. Ewwd ota oevdpia dmov 1 etepoyévela
givan ion pe to 0.3. Téhog, yio peydro apOud peretdv k = 50 ko b = 0.51
oy0g tov Egger ka1 Thomson & Sharp’s tests sivar vynin. e avtifeon 10
Begg’s rank correlation test dev mopovoidlel 1dwoitepa vyMAn oyd oTo

avtioTorya cevdpia.

6.4 I'eviké Xvopmépoopa

2K0omdg NG TAPOVOTG TPOCOUOIMONG OMOTEAESE 1| CUYKPLON NG TOovOTNTOS
andppyng g undeviknc vobeonc ota Egger’s, Begg’s rank correlation wou
Thompson & Sharp’s test ywo to Swdpopa oeviplo. ‘Emeita omd v
TpaypoTonoinon e neAétng eEaydyape ta mapoakato cvunepacpota. Kavéva
a6 to. Tpio test dev kpivetol KOVOTOINTIKO OC TPOG TO COUAUHOTH TOTOL .
ZuyKkpitikd pe ta vrolowta to test twv Thomson & Sharp eaiveton va gival
KaAOTEPO OGOV aPopd To opAaipa TOmov I yio peydro apBud peretwv. H 1oyig
dev Bewpeitan emapknc oe Kavéva, amd to test, otav o apliudg tov peketov k <
20. Z11g mepmTdGElg OOV 0 aPBOG TOV HEAETMV €lvar PEYAAOG, 1 10YOG TOV
Egger kar Thomson & Sharp’s tests yapaktnpiletor vynin oe avtifeon pe 1o
Begg’s rank correlation test. To amotélecuo Mtov o€ KAmowo Pabuod
QVOUEVOUEVO MOG Kot €lval SVOGKOAO VO TPOGOPUOCTEL €vo  HOVTEAO
TOAVOPOUNOTG O TOGO WKPO aplBpd HEAETOV. TNV TPasn, ot EAeyyotl avtol
TOPEPUNVEDOVTOL OGS KO Ol TEPICCOTEPES GUGTNUOTIKES OVOCKOTGES EXOVV
piKpd apBpd peAETOV kAl Ol avaAvTég otnpiloviol MOAD oTn P-Tn Tov

e\éyyov.
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IHAPAPTHMA

Koowkoc Meriétng Ilpocopoimong

2N CULVEYELD, TEPLYPAPETAL OVOAVTIKG O KOOIKOAG TOL YPNCILOTOONKE GTO
oTaTIOTIKO TokETo ™S Ry ™ diedoyyn tng HEAETN TPOGOUOIMONG GTO
Kepdiao 6. Evdeictikd, mapabétovpe Tov KOOIKO Yot TV TPAYLOTOTOINGT| TOV
oevapiov k =10, b = 0.5, 72 = 0.1, m = 0.3. H mpoctolpacio amotel v

£YKOTAGTOOT TOV TopaKATo BipAodnkdv 010 makéto Aoyiopko g R:
install.packages(""meta")

install.packages("'metafor™)

K®dwkoag otnv R

# BMo0nkec

library("meta’™)

library("metafor")

B=1000 # ApOuocg emavarnyemv

k=10 # ApOuodg peretov

b=0.5 # XUVIEAEOTNG 7OV OVTITPOCMOTELEL TN OYEoN METOEL peyEBovg

EMIOPOLOTG KO TUTIKOD GOPAAOTOG
t=0.1 # Etepoyévela petald tov peretdv
m=0.3 # Xvvolikd uéyebog emidopacnc

s=sqrt(rchisq(k,1)) # Ipocopoimon Tumikod GEALULATOS
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pv1=c()
pv2=c()
pv3=c()
for(i in 1:B)
{

theta= rnorm(k,m,t) # Anuovpyio tov wpaypatikon peyébovg enidpacng g
KG0e peréng

y= rnorm(k, theta+b*s,s) # Anuiovpyia tov extiud®uEEVOL pEYEBOLG emidpaong

™G k60 HeAENC

metal=metagen(y,s) # Meta-oavdivon

test.SSE= metabias(metal,method.bias="linreg") # Egger's test
pvl[i]=test.SSE$p.value # Aidvoopa yio tig p-tipég tov Egger's test
test.SSE2=metabias(metal,method.bias="rank") # Begg’s rank correlation test

pv2[i]=test.SSE23$p.value # Aidvuopo yio tig p-tipéc Tov Begg’s rank

correlation test
test.SSE3=metabias(metal,method.bias="mm") # Thompson & Sharp’s test

pv3[i]=test.SSE3$p.value # Aivvopa yio tig p-tipég tov Thompson & Sharp’s

test

¥

length(which(pv1<0.05))/B # ITi0avotnto amdppuyng TG UNOeVIKNG vtodeong

v to Egger's test

76



length(which(pv2<0.05))/B # ITifavotnta amdppiymg g Undevikng vroheonc

yo. o Begg’s rank correlation test

length(which(pv3<0.05))/B # ITifavotnta amdppiymg g Undevikng vroheonc
yo. to Thompson & Sharp’s test
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HHEPIAHYH

Ta tedevtaio xpovia n péBodog g peta-avdivons kabiepmvetor ohoéva Kot
TEPIGCOTEPO GTOV YMPO TNG WTPIKNG. Bpioketan oty Kopuen TG OTOEIKTIKNG
mopapidag Kot Bewpeitor omd TOAAOVG opyaviopovg, ommg o Ilaykdouiog
Opyaviouog Yyeiog (IT.O.Y), n mhéov gvdederypévn pébodog yio tnv Pertioon
™G KAWIKNG 7wPoKTIkNAG. Qotdco, 1 Hébodog eumepléyel  oplopéveg
uebodoroyikég advvapics. Xto TAAIGIO TN TOPOVCTG LETOTTUYLOKNG SotpiPig
0o eoTidoovpe oV EMOPACT) TOV GLOTNUATIKOD CEUAUOTOC OMUOGIELONG
(publication bias) kabmg kot otnv mOAvVY emppon TV WKPOV o€ péyebog

ueietmv oto anoteléopatd tng (small-study effect).

Apyixd oto Kepdrato 1 weprypdpovar ot pé€B0doL TG amodEIKTIKNG EMGTHUNG
(evidence-based science). Xvykekpiuéva, avoeEpoviar ot ddopol THTOL
£€PEVLVOG UE TO YOPUKTNPIOTIKG Kot TIg dlapopég Toug. [Ipocdiopiletarl akdua 1
KeVIPIKN 10€0 Kabe kepoiaiov TG peTOmTUYIOKNG SoTplprg kabde Kot o
oKomdg eKmOVNIoNG TNG. £10 KepdAaio 2 yivetor avagopd oty pebodoroyia g
OVOTNUATIKNG  ovaokomnong  (Systematic  review). Xto mhaicto  avtd
TEPLYPOAPOVTUL OVOAVLTIKG 01 Pacikés apyég Kol To TS0, TOV OLETOVY TV
viomoinon g Zto Kepdiowo 3 tifetor 1 avdykn TOGOTIKOMOINGNG Kol
OUYKPIONG TNG OMOTEAECHLATIKOTNTOS TMV TOPEUPACEDV TOV UEAETOV, TOL
TANPOVV TO. KPUMPlo Yo Tn Oleéayyn WG CLGTNUHOTIKAG OVOSKOTNOoNG.
[MapatiBevror Aowmdv ot opiopoi v uétpav oxéong/ueyebov eridpaong (effect

sizes) ywo cuveyr Kot dry0Topo de60UEV.

Avtikeipevo tov Kepaiaiov 4 givar 1 meprypagn g ototiotikng uebddov g
peta-avaivong (meta-analysis), n onoia cuvbétel TocOTIKA TO. OmOTEAEGHOTO
TOV UEAETOV TNG GULOTNUATIKNAG OVOGKOTNOTNG, Yo Vo KOToAnEel o€ éva
oLYKeEVTPMTIKO amotédeoua. [ivetar avapopd oto VO HOVTEAD HETO-AVAAVGNC,

10 povtéro otabepav emdpdoewv (fixed effect model) ko to povtého tuyaimv
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emdpacewv (random effect model). TTapatifetor okoépo 0 OpPIGUOG NG
etepoyévelag (heterogeneity), oniadn g SOKOUOVONG TOV TPOYUNTIKOV
ueyebmv emidpaonc kabe perétng kabmg kot ol TpdmoL eviomcuod e [a v
KOADTEPT EPUNVEIN TOV OTOTELECUATOV Kol TN OlEPEVVNON TNG ETEPOYEVELNG

napovotaletor n uEBodog e peta-talvopdunong (meta-regression).

Y10 Kepdiawo 5 avaAddetor M €vvole, TOL  GUOTNUATIKOD  GOAAUOTOG
dnuooisvong (publication bias) ka1 n mbavn enidpaon TV wkpodv e uéyedog
uehet®v  oto  amoteAfopoto TG peta-avaivong  (small-study  effect).
IMeprypbpetar avaivtikd to Sdypoupo kovov (funnel plot) xor n mo
e€elyuévn ékdoom tov, yvooti g contour enhanced funnel plot. Xt cuvéyea,
EMIKEVTPOVOUOOTE GTNV gpUNVEin TNEG TOOVIG OCLUUETPIOG TOL SLOYPAUUATOSG
kovov. o 1o Adyo owtd yiveron avoopd ota didpopa ctatioTikd test won
xuplwg ota test ypappikng maiwvdpounone, mov €xovv avamtuybel yio Tov
éleyyo g aovppetpioc. Térog, yio v efokpifmon 1oL cLOTNHATIKOD
opaiuatog dnpocievong yiveton meprypaen tov pedddwov Fail-safe N, Trim and
Fill kabmhg xon g otatiotikng nebddov, mov ompileton 6To HOVIEAD EMAOYNG
UEAET®V TPOG dnpocicvon, mov Tpotdbnke amd tov Copas (Copas, 1999, Copas
& Shi, 2000) (Copas selection model).

Onwg &yel avapepbei, £xel avamtuybel évag peydlog aplBudg omd oTaTIoTIKG
test yio tov éleyyo tng acvupeTpiog TOL SYPAUUNTOS KOVOL HETAED TV
omoimv ta, o yvootd givor ta Egger’s, Begg’s rank correlation kou Thompson
& Sharp’s tests. Tifetar n avdykn cOYKpIGNG TNG AMOTEAECUATIKOTITAS TOVC.
Kdéto and 10 mhaicto avtd mpoypatomoteitol P HEAETN TPOGOUOIMONG OTO
Kepdhowo 6, mov €xel ¢ otdyo TNV avddelln TV MO OTOTEAEGUOTIKOV
pueBodmV Yo TNV aviyvevon g enidpaoNS UIKPOV LELETMV GTO CLYKEVTPOTIKO
amotéleopo. H datpiP] olokAnpdveror pe TO mMOPAPTNUO, OTO ONOIO0
TopaTiBEVTaL 0 KMOKAG OV ONOLPYNONKE Yoo TNV TPOYUOTOTOINGN NG

peAétng mpocopoinong oto Kepdiato 6.
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ABSTRACT

Meta-analysis has been an established evidence synthesis method in the field of
medicine and is increasingly employed for assessing the effectiveness of
interventions. It ranks at the top of the evidence-based hierarchy and is
considered by many, including the World Health Organization (WHO) to be the
most appropriate method for improving clinical practice. However, there are
some methodological weaknesses, which may compromise the results form
meta-analysis. In the context of this postgraduate dissertation, we will focus on
the effect of publication bias and on the possible influence of small size studies

on estimating a meta-analytic treatment effect (small-study effect).

Initially, Chapter 1 describes the study designs of evidence-based science. More
specifically, the different types of research with their characteristics and
differences are described. Additionally, it states the purpose of postgraduate
thesis and the main contents of the chapters. Chapter 2 refers to the systematic
review methodology, describing its basic principles and stages its
implementation in detail. In Chapter 3 arises the need to quantify and compare
the effectiveness of the interventions satisfying the eligibility criteria in
systematic review. We describe effect sizes for dichotomous and continuous
outcomes. Chapter 4 describes the statistical method of meta-analysis, which
synthesizes quantitatively the effect sizes from the included studies to get a
pooled result. We present the two most popular meta-analysis models, the fixed
effect model and the random effect model. We also define the heterogeneity, the
variance of the underlying true effects, and present methods to identify it. We
also present meta-regression models that are commonly applied to explore

heterogeneity.

In Chapter 5, we present the problem of publication bias and the possible effect
of small size studies on the results of meta-analysis (small-study effect). We
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describe the funnel plot and its more advanced version, contour enhanced funnel
plot. We then concentrate on interpreting the possible asymmetry of the funnel
plot. For this reason, reference is made to the various statistical tests and
especially to the linear regression tests developed for asymmetry control.
Finally, for the identification of the publication bias the Fail-safe N, Trim and
Fill methods are described as well as a statistical method based on the Copas
selection model. As reported, a large number of statistical tests have been
developed to control the asymmetry of the funnel plot. The most prominent ones
are Egger's, Begg's rank correlation and Thompson & Sharp's tests. We carry
out a simulation study to evaluate these tests for detecting small-study effects
and publication bias in Chapter 6. The dissertation ends with an appendix

describing the R code used to carry out the simulation study.
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