STAMATIS MERSINIAS

ON THE ELISION IN OPPIAN

The present paper is concerned with the case of the elision In
the text of Oppianos!, which as far as I know has not yet been stu-
died in detail?.

I. HALIEUTICA

In the 3501 hexameters of Oppian’s [lalieutica® 1426 verses
suffer elision; as can be seen in the following table 1172 of these lines
contain one elision, there are also 234 lines with two and 20 lines with
three elisions; that means that one elision corresponds to 2.06 lines,

arate which comes very close to Aratus’ Phaenomena and Theoric-
tus’ Idyllst.

1. T use the term Oppianos following Keydell’'s article in RE XVIIIL 1
698-708 for Oppian of Anabarzus the poet of the Halieutica and for Oppian of
Apameia who wrote the Cynegetica.

2. The only work which, as far as I Know, deals with the elision in Hellenis-
tic epic poetry is F. Beneke’s dissertation Beitrige sur Metrik der Alezandriner,
Teil I-1I (Berlin, 1883-1884), which I utilized in this paper; Beneke’s dissertation
deals with the main Hellenistic epic poets but it does not extend to bucolic and
late epic poetry; furthermore there is not a complete study of the elision in the
Homeric poems, although useful material for the elision in Homer can be found in
P. Chantraine, Grammaire Homerique, tome 1 (Paris, 1958), 85ff, L.a Roche, Uber
den Hiatus und die Elision in der Cisur des dritten TFusses und der bukolischen
Diaerese bei Homer, Zeitschrift fiir osterrenichischen Gymnasien, 1860, X Heft,
769-779, R. Janko, The Iliad: A Commentary, vol. IV (Cambridge, 1992), 33, 144,
193, passim. ,

3. I follow the edition of A.W. Mair, Opptan, Colluthus, Tryphiodorus (Lon-
don, 1928 (1963)) in Loeb Classical Library, the latest edition of Oppian’s Hali-
cutica; without a good critical text T was obliged to take into account a considera-
ble number of variant readings in the editions of J. G. Schneider, Oppiani Cyne-
getica et Halieutica (Lipsiae, 1813) and I. S. Lehrs, Oppiani et Nicandri quae
Supersunt (Paris, 1886).

4. In Aratus 1 elision corresponds to 2.05 verses, in Theocritus’ Idylls
(excluding XXVIII - XXX, written in sapphic metres) the rate is 1: 2.01, in Apol-
lonius Rhodius 1:1.79, in CaNimachus’ hexameter hymns 1:2.20, in Moschus 1:
1.94, in Bion 1:2.80, in Aratus 1:2.05, in Nicander’s Theriaca 1:2.37 and Alexipha-
rmaca 1:2.86.
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Lines Lines lines with:

elided 1elis.. ..2elis. . 3elis.
Book I 797 311 (39.02) 258 45 8
Book I 688 275 (39.27) 231 40 4
Book 1 648 280 (43.20) 226 52 2
Book IV 688 275 (39.97) 231 42 2
Book A" 680 285 (41.91) 226 55 4
Total 3501 1426 1172 234 20

Regarding the 234 hexameters which contain two elided words
we might notice that Oppian does not allow the elision of both a

noun and a verb in the same linel;

when two or three elisions occur

in consecutive words in the hexameter they usually recall epic clau-
sulac and often cause effects of alliteration and assonance?

~ As far as the elided vowels (or diphong) is concerned, as can be
seen in the following table, we might notice that Oppian follows the
main trends of the Hellenistic epic poetry, modelled on the Home-
ric elided vowels3.

- QL - € - 1 0 m! Total

[Verbs 5 1 11| 161 27 60
Nouns 28 - 1 o -] 29

Adjectives 6 - - - 7

Pronouns 40 8 - 1 - 49

[Prepositions 44 - 60 53 - 157

Adverbs 53 54 16 . - 123

Particles 136 1139 - - ' 1275

Toral 2] 1203 88 70l 27 1700

1. Callimachus has in his hymns only one example of eclision of both a noun
and a verb in the same line, I 93, while Aratus and Nicander avoid it completely;
on the contrary Apollonius seems to be fond of this type of elision, e.g. I 562,
785, 1252, II 25, III 810, IV 152, 504.

2. See for example, I 458 dAA’ dndr’, I1 620 dAdor’ éx°, III 436 e’ dv o', V 57
0ld’ ofr’, 657 ¥ dp’ dvdpl, etc.

8. Under the heading particles I include also the subordinating conjunctions
which suffer eclision in the Halfeutica such as &', dndt’, dov’, v, Sgg’, etc.



On the Elision in Oppian 107

The vowel -¢ dominates the elided words in the Halieutica mainly
due to the great number of 3¢ and the other particles; the only elided
diphong is - a which is confined to verbal forms. The poet
of the Halicutica avoids the elision of -¢in the third declension sin-
gular while there is only one example of elision in dative plural in -t;
elision before the augment of a verb is nol very frequent, and when
it is used is confined usually to 02 or re¢ and rarely to other particles
or adverbs®2. We might also notice some cases among verbs and nouns
where the word capable of -v épelxvorizdr is cut off, thus the poet
to avoid hiatus elides the word?.

For the sake of clarity I have arranged the position of the eh-
ded vowels and the diphong ot in the following table:

___________;;___v _Av' -L v -y v owov v - ‘—;’I"Qt_a_l|_
Book | I: 57 290 74 39, 5 12 7 3[58 14 - 3 13 2008 - - 372
Book ' 11 41} 15" 737 27} 7:15] 4l10} 45 160 - 1" 37021010 -0 323
Book 1 §lI| 441 18, 794 30 6116 4] 94714 ] 2. 43’ u,ul - - 336

Book _i vl 45; 16] 59| 21. IIIOI 1 4] 9138, 19 - 8 49, 29.13: ' 13
Book | vl 60, 27| 79; 2. 3l 3i11 27170 11 2738 18!14' - - 3ag
' |
!

T

Total {247: 105|364! 139; 22:64I22: 4212301 80 lt 16:210,101‘57. -1

The elision in arsis covers the 41.19 and in thesis the 58.99,
of the elided words?; the largest number of the elided vowels occurs

1. On the elision in third declension dative singular and plural, cf. P. Maas,
Greek Metre (translated by H. Lloyd - Jones), (Oxford, 1962), & 121 and K.
Lehrs, Quaestiones Epicae (Kénigsberg, 1837), 471f.

2. I have counted 28 cases of elision hefore syllabic and 11 cases before tem-
poral augment; the elided vowel is -¢ with only a few exceptions, e.g. &6 1 274,
IV 514, 4ix’ 1I 630 IV 304, tég0’ V 675; Lehrs, Oppian... in order to avoid elision
before an augment emends the text in two places II 606 noir éuaopar, V 394 & odr
Eéndero. It seems that the question of Abliederung der Worter (on which see H.
Fraenkel, Noten zu den Argonautika des Apollonios (Miinchen, 1968), 6491f.) does
not occur in the Halieutica, since apart from #¢ and ze the few other cases are com-
mon elided expressions in poetry; on the other hand there are only a few omissi-
ons of the syllabic augment for a preceding vowel, i.e. to avoid elision in the Ha-
lieutica, cf. A.W. James, The Omission of the Augment in the Halieutica of
Oppian, Hermes, XCIX (1966), 123.

3. On the use of the -» épeirvarixorv in the Halieulica of Oppian, cf. F. Isler,
Quaestiones Metricae (Gryphiae, 1908), 46

4. In the 56.339% of the hexameters which contain two elisions in the Ha-
lieutica, one elision occurs in arsis the other in thesis; there are also 29.26%, whe-
re both elisions occurin thesis and in the remaining 14.41% both elisions appear
in arsis; it is obvious that these combinations of the elisions in the hexameter are
conditioned and governed by conventions of rhythm and style.



108 © Stamatis Mersinias

in the first dactyl, in the arsis of the fifth and second foot and in
the second short of the third foot, positions which are the most fre-
quent in epic poetry. Elision in the sixth foot and at the first short
of the fourth foot is restricted!; elision at the masculine caesura is
avoided in the Halieutica?, whereas at the feminine caeura it is fre-
quent and 1t is confined mostly to particles but sometimes also to
pronouns and adverbs3; when a disyllable is elided at the feminine
caesura there is usually an unelided masculine caesura which predo-
minates in the hexameter; Oppian also allows elision at the femini-
ne caesura in trisyllabic words?; it is remarkable that we find a com-
paratively large number of verbal forms elided at the bucolic diaere-
sis, a place where generally elision is not very frequent in the Halie-
utica®. Elision at both caesurae or at caesura and diaeresis is com-
pletely avoided. The elision in dactyls covers 73.709 and in spon-
dee the remaining 26.309, of the elided hexameters.

1. The only case of elision at the first short of the fourth foot occurs in the
participle Aedoitdra V 58; it is true that elision at this place in the hexameter is
usually avoided; among Hellenistic epic poets Aratus and Nicander have eight
and five examples respectively, Apollonius has only six such cases (among 3270
elisions), Callimachus in his hymns only one (IV 215); in all the above cases the
elided word is a particle or a preposition.

2. Apart from Jé (elided ten times) the remaining twelve cases are covered
by re (I 76, 401, 425, II 671, V 151), &3 (II 629, III 160, 611, IV 151), &y’ 1|
756, ordlovs’ V 280 and téxess’ I 728; it is well known that elision at the mascu-
line caesura, with the exception of the elided &, is restricted in epic poetry;
among Hellenistic epic poets Callimachus in his hexameter hymns uses it thri-
ce, cf. Beneke op. cit. I 11, 25f.; Apollonius Rhodius also has three such exam-
ples II 763, 1108, IV 1598; in Aratus it occurs twice, Phaen. 284, 613, and in
Nicander once, Ther. 407 (v. L.).

3. The particle d¢ once more dominates the elision in the feminine caesura
with 28 cases; we have too the elision of ndér’ odnor’, 67", the pronoun wwra and a
number of adverbs, cf. p. 116, n. 2 below.

4. cf. H. IV 248 adrix’, I 148 of700’; the rule that only disyllables may be eli-
ded at the feminine caesura, cf. Gow-Page, The Garland of Philip, xliii n. 3, is
frequently violated by Apollonius I 364, 974, 1I 1061, IIT 570, IV 206, etc, and
Nicander, Ther, 632 (v.l.), 654; on the contrary Callimachus seems to follow this
rule in his hymns.

5. There are five verbs elided at the bucolic diaeresis; here Oppian is following
Apollonius (24 of the 253 clided verbs occur in this place in the hexameter of the
Argonautica); the remaining twelve cases of elision in this place in the Halieutica
aro covored by 4é(ten times), 08’ I 485 and the adjective &wnoepé 1V 387. Verbal
forms are very rarely elided in this place in the Homeric hoxameter, cf. La
Roche op. cit., 769. -
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In the following table we can see the parts of speech which sul-
fer elision in the Halieutica:

l Verbs!Nouns| Adject. }?_ronogns' Praepos. 'Adverbs Particl, .T Oti_ll
Book | I 13 4 20 S| 79 L _1;1_ 294, 3
Book | IIj 11| 2 ] 1430 _ 11} 2>3| 323]
Book | 111l 7,8 5 4 3510 28 254 336
Book | IVl 16 7 3! 7038 31T_ 222, R4
Book | VI 13 8 - 9i 28! 38 2521 348
Toral | 60l 29 7 49i 1570 123! 12751700

ELISION OF o¢¢

The elision of 6¢ in the Halieutica possesses, as in every aspect
of Greek literature, the largest number of the elided words; I have
found 734 cases of ¢’, which covers 43.38% of the elided words in the
poem!; it is also remarkable that ¢ outnumbers ¢ in the Halieuti-
ca®. As can be seen in the following table the most frequent places
for the elision of 6¢ are in the arsis and at the end of the first foot,
the favoured position of elided 8¢ in Homer®; when ¢ is used in eli-
sion, it 1s frequently combined with various other elided particles
such as #jrodd, ondr’, 87°, dp’, olwmotr’, odr’, 0¥, dor’, or adverbs
e.g. 7ire, edte, adre; most of these elided phrases are very common
in epic poetry from Homer onwards.

The elided 6¢ can be placed as follows in the hexameter of the
Halieutica:

P -l vl vl -| vl PR vow - v v - -iTotal

Book | 1 24‘;_3 431 16! 1] 91 20 - 16) & - 21 70 3t 2075 < 146

Book | 11| 15| 2] ?6{13 20t01 20 4] 228 9 - 9 sl - - 135

Book | HI| 25/ 3[ 46] 10 _1j13i 2i 7/ 19} o - 1]18| 4i 41 _--1 162

Book | IV| 26/ 5200 11/ -l 6] 3; 8/ 9|18 I " 6!19] 7! ai -1 181

Book | VI 211 8 31/ 11t - 71 9i 17l sa -] 1i14i 3’3 -1 -1 740
|

Toral | 111} 31]185! 61l 4145110;28i 83158 10067122039 - - 734

1. The respective percentage in Apollonius Rhodius is 42.43%, in Callima-
chus’ hexameter hymns 39.61%, in Theocritus’ Idylls (excluding XXVIII-XXX)
38.6%, in Moschus 45.4%, in Bion 50.5%, in Aratus 40.39%, in Nicander’s The-
riaca 46.78% and Alexipharmaca 46.43%.

2. I have counted 735 cases of & while 0¢ occurs 538 times in the Halieutica.

3. On the place of the elided 6¢ in the Homeric hexameter, cf. Grégoire A.,
Notes sur la place occupée par les particules ye et 8¢ dans la versification home-
rique, Serta Leodensia (Liege ct Paris, 1930), 159-176.

4, The phrase &” 7jrot is very common in the Halieutica; for the use of & #jros
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VERBS

The verbal forms which suffer elision in the Halieutica can be
seen in the table on p. 111.

Verbal forms constitute 6.209 of the elided words (I take no
account of the elided ¢') in the Halieutical; they are freely elided
in the fifth foot of the hexameter not only because they are rhyth-
mically acceptable at this place but also because there is a general
tendency in Oppian to employ verbal forms in the second part of
the hexameter. As far as the elided vowels are concerned there are
some noticeable points; the diphong -a:r dominates the elision of
verbs in the Halieutica (27 cases) with the elided word occupying
the first short of the first or fifth dactlyl®; less frequently we have
-0 (16 times), -t (11 times)® and -a (5 times) while there 1is only
one case of elision in -£%; the elided verbs are usually found in thesis
(45 times) and less frequently in arsis (15 times).

Elision at the feminine caesura is totally avoided while there
is only one example of elision at the masculine caesura V 280 otd-
Cova’, a form not elided elsewhere in Greek literature; the elided

and its difference with 67 ror in epic poetry, cf. W. Biihler, Die Europa des Mos-
chos (Wiesbaden, 1960), 228f.

1. The respective percentage in Apollonius Rhodius is 13.409%, in Theocri-
tus 17.45%, in Moschus 12.50%, in Aratus 7.93%, in Nicander's Theriaca 4.23%
while in the Alexipharmaca I have found only two verbs; in Callimachus it is
very rare and we find only a score of elided verbs, cf. G.R. Mclennan, Callima-
chus: Hymn to Zeus (Rome, 1977), 129,

2. The diphong -ai, with the exception of Apollonius, is very rarely elided
in the other Hellenistic epic poets; in Callimachus’ hymns is elided only once IV
152 and scarcely ever in the other poets; the same seems to apply also to the
epigrammatists, cf. Gow-Page, Hellenistic Epigrams, 11 4075 note.

3. The frequency of the elided - is remarkably high in the Halieutica and
probably it is connected with the limitation of the fpeAxvovixér -r in the poem:
the elision of -t is very rare from Homer onwards and it is confined usually to
¢atl, cf. Beneke, op. cit. II 42; I have found no examples in Callimachus, while the
two cases in Theocritus 16.107 ioy’, 25.38 éfelnoiu’ are disputable; there is one
example in Moschus 4.50 rafova’, one in Aratus, Phaen. 832 dreixwo’ and four in
Apollonius Rhodius I 357, 1003 xxclous’, II 296 ucraxdeiova’, IV 1599 &mixdelova’.

4. The olision of a third singular indicative in -sis usually avoided in Greek
drama, cf. Maas loec. cit. but utilized in epic poetry; among Hellenistic epic poets
Apollonius makes an abundant use of it, while it is avoided by Callimachus in his
hymuos, II 43 &Aay’, 1II 208 &npuop’, Aratus, Phaen. 832 dnrelxwo’ and Nicander,

Ther. 822, .829 ol6'.
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participle Aehotmés’ V 58, also not attested elsewhere, is found at
the first short of the fourth foot, and is probably connected with
stylistic conventions. Half of the elided verbs in the Halieutica are
coupled with another elided word, mainly a particle.

NOUNS

Twenty nine substantives suffer elision and they are distributed
as follows in the five books of the Halieutica:

- v v ~VU-y oy -pvou - v v - -
xep' nvi"  apaorp’ éxeoo’ xeip’ revxe’
V 88 VvV 83 IV 442 1728 il 584 VvV 353
Kpa6' xripux’ SeAgiv’ réxv’ Sefpar’
123 V 233 it 290 1749 1736

odvop’ Sonas’ 1V 575
1776 IV 46 oyuad’
Oppar’ . . Vv 309
it 110 vuvning Ove’
. mz
youvar IV 562
i 300 .
Gupar' oo
Il 317 v 204‘
1l 478 . .
i o
1l 608
IV 444
nefopar’
n127
iSpdr’
V 184
béppar’
V 193

The elided nouns when they have the form of a dactyl are found in
thesis, at the first short of the first or fifth foot; when they have the
form of a trochaeus they are found in arsis, and there is one
example of elision in the masculine caesura; the elided vowel 1s
always -a with the exception of the dative plural réxeoo’ 1 728

1. The elided vowel is usually -a in nouns; I have found no exception to this
rule among Iicllenistic epic poets, cf. also Beneke, op. cit. II 25. The elision of
téxecs’ has no parallel in Greek literature; its position is also remarkable at the
masculine caesura, a place whero elision of nouns is very rare in the hexameter,
e.g. AR. 1V 1958, Nic. Ther. 407 (v. L.).
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The elided nouns when associated with adjectives usually give the
shape (v) v - v v - v or-v v - » occupying the fourth and fifth foot
in the hexameter, e.g. 1 736 doner’ deiuar’, IV 575 dvepuwha deipat’,
V 353 dowxdra tedye’, etc; these metrical forms are most probably
due to the rhythm and to the technique of composition of the
hexameter and are modelled on Homeric patternsl.

ADIJECTIVES

Oppian avoids the elision of adjectives; among the 1700 elisions
in the Halieutica there are only seven elided adjectives®: IV 11 ayé-
1A, elided in the first foot, I 605 @iirar’, 760 vyid’, 11 374 moAX’, 562
&', IV 235 p’ found in the fourth dactyl and IV 387 énnoepé’ elided
at the bucolic diacresis®.

PRONOUNS

The number of the elided pronouns is comparatively small in
the Halieutica*; the forty nine pronouns which suffer elision can
be seen in the table on p. 114.

The elided vowel is usually -0 or -a; there is also one case of
elided -0 (I 594 zo@7’); the elision of pronouns is avoided at the bu-
colic diaeresis but we find four examples of the relative 7o’ at the
feminine caesura®. The elision of personal pronouns is avoided in the
Halieutica with only one exception, V 340 u’.

1. For such Homeric metrical shapes used in elision cf. J.B. Hainsworth, A
Note in Elision in Homer, BICS, 14-15 (1967-68), 17-21.

2. I do not count adverbial or pronominal adjectives; in fact the number of
elided adjectives in poetry is small, cf. Beneke, op. cit. 11, 5, 12, 18, 25,

3. The only forms which are not elided elsewhere arc (8’ and énnpepé’; both
adjectives are very rarely found in Greck literature; the adjective ayérds’ found
here in the phrase ayetd’ *Epw; occurs elsewhere only in Theog. 1231 (s.s.),
A.R. IV 445 (s. s.) and A.P. 179. 2 (Appendix).

4. This is 5.06% of the clided words in the poem; the respective number va-
rics among the main Hellenistic epic poets; Apollonius seems to favour the elision
of pronouns with 139 (excluding 4’) following Homer; Theocritus has 13.529% in
his Idylls (not counting Id. XXVIII-XXX), Moschus 6.29%, Aratus 5.65%, whereas
Callimachus with only thirteen elisions in his hexameter hymns and Nicander
with ten seem to avoid the elision of pronouns.

5. The employment of the relative twa is interesting in the Halieutica; it
appears 24 times in elision, a use which seems to be peculiar to this poem, while we
find only once the unelided rwa IV 617; it is the only elided pronoun in the third
book, and it is used in anaphora in III 451f. o087’ rw’ dvdpdv [odr’ v’ elvadlwy, V
532 o 1w’ diduevor...00d¢ T’ drmr; the interrogative 64’ is used only once in the
Halieutica, II 305.
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PREPOSITIONS

The elision of prepositions is frequent in the Halieutica of
Oppian! and they occupy the following places in the hexameter:

- v v - v v -u W -8 B - v v - -
aue’ a;r xat’ av' e’ én’ an’
1 2 2 1 1 2 2
2o on’ an xar’ én'
10 1 6 1 6
per’ (dp’) oot " xar'
1 1 5 2
(ped’) or ) on’
1 1 2
np” én’ »xal’
1 38 2
on (é@’)
6 2
(09°) Kkar’
2 4
per’
21
ngp’
7
on'
24
(0@’)
2'

All the prepositions used in the Halieutica, with the exception
of dvri, can be found in elision?; they are always elided in thesis
except dupi which is elided in the arsis of the first and fifth foot ;
the most common place of the elided prepositions in the Halieutica
is at the second short of the third or the first foot®; Oppian com-

1. I have found 157 prepositions which suffer elision i.c. 16.23% of the elided
words of the poem (excluding &’); this is closer to Apollonius Rhodius 16.87%
and Theocritus 16.20%; among the other Hellenistic epic poets Callimachus in his
hymns has 22.88%, Nicander 19.53%, Aratus 14.80%, Moschus 19.70%.

2. avti is also not elided in Aratus, Nicander, Moschus; its elision in epic poe-
try is usually restricted, c. g. in Homer it is elided five times, in Hesiod four, in
Apollonius Rhodius only once, in Callimachus six times, in Theocritus and Non-
nus twice respectively. ’

" 3.'These are the most common places in elision of prepositions in Hellenistic
epic poetry; it is perhaps worth noting here ‘that these places in the hexameter
differ considerably from Homer, cf. Beneke op. eit. I 10,II 7; the difference is due
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pletely avoids the elision of a preposition in the fourth foot of the
hexameter and at the caesura (masculine or feminine).

ADVERBS

12.829% of the elided words in the Halieutica are adverbs; as can
be seen in the following table the elided adverbs occupy all places in
the hexameter with the exception of the fourth foot. Both the elided
adverbs and their place in the hexameter follow the epic tradition,
primarily Homeric patterns!. Elision at the masculine caesura and at
the bucolic diaeresis is avoided while there are two cases of elision at
the feminine caesura?; the elided vowel is usually -a or -¢ and less
frequently -«. Adverbs with the form of a dactyl are elided only at
the first short of the first and fifth foot® and with the form of a
trochacus in the arsis of all dactyls and more frequently in the the-
sis of the first or second foot4; finally, when the adverb has the form
of vu it is elided at the second short of the first or third dactyl.

Elision of an adverb before augmented verbs is avoided in the

Halieutica®.

not only to stylistic reasons but also to the different function of the prepositions
in Hellenistic poetry, cf. B. Laum, Das Alexandrinische Akzentuationssystem
(Paderborn, 1928), 179{f.

1. For instance the adverb elxdx’ used twice in Oppian II 163, V 610 (v. l.)
and elody’ IV 254 is clided elsewhere only in A.R. 2.857 (same sedes) and in Arist.
Resp. 473b 22; the adverb alra elided in the Halieutica V 556 in the phrase alv’
dyéovoa is an imitation of Nicander frg. 108.3. (Gow-Scholfield); the form uéog’
Hal. V 586, a Homeric unicum © 508, is rarely elided outside epic poetry.

2. Hal. IIT 231 & adrix’ doAddes, IV 248 adrix’ drédxerai; the adverb is freque-
ntly elided in this place in Homer's Odyssey, usually in the phrase advlx’ duel-

Pero A 180, 215, p 115, etc.
3. The only exception is the adverb adrlx’ which is elided in all permissible

positions in the hexameter.
4. We have also the form v-v in the adverb &veira which is elided in the

arsis of the second foot III 229, 524, IV 288, V 1, 118, the usual place in elision for
this word in the hexameter of Homer and Apollonius, cf. Beneke, op. cit. II 8,

16, 22.
5. The only exception is I 274, IV 514 &0' &pévorro, a phrase which does not

occur elsewhere in QGreek literature.
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PARTICLES

Finally the elision of particles in the Halieutica can be seen in
the following table:

- v v - v v - v v - v CER U
aAx” 70 12 r S 1 28
& 1 2 2 2 4 3
v 1 2 22 )| l 1 4
e’ 7 1 1 2 2
&9’ ] {
o’ 3 1 12
Avr’ | 3 ! 8
e 1
v 2
x 1 2 5
pné’ 2 1 2
i’
(6nér’) 8
(66°) 1 2 ,
006’ 16 1 2 18 | 4 34
ovnor’ 1 | 2
odnob’ 1
. obr’ 4 4 2 § 4 5
o8’ 1 5 -
ogp’ 2 )
nor’ i 2 3
P 4
r 3 2 64 16 1 4 | s 12 15 8
@) 1 8 3 6 s 2
rotvex’ 1 .
dor’ 1 2
oo’ 1

The elided vowel is usually -¢ and less frequently -a; the only parti-
cles in the Halieutica which are always elided in the same position
in the hexamecter are Sppa and Ira, found in the arsis of the first and
second foot respectively; there are a number of other particles with
iambic form which are usually elided in the arsis but can be found
also in the thesis!. The conjunction &r’ meaning «that», «becausen,

1. For instance dAAd is found in the arsis of the first foot, its usual place in
the hexameter, but also twice “ (I 265, II 271) in the thesis of the second foot,
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«when» is frequently found in the Halieutical;

As far as the elision of monosyllables is concerned, apart from
0¢, ‘pa and 7e, we might notice the frequency of the elided ye at the
second short of the first foot.

2. CYNEGETICA

The poem of the Cynegetica consists of 2144 hexameters 1n four
books?; as can be seen in the following table 769 of these hexameters
suffer elision; 638 lines contain one elision, there are also 117 with
two, 13 with three and one verse (Cyn. II 50) with four elisions;
that makes a sum of 915 elisions, 1.e. 1 elision in every 2.34 hexame-
ters, a rate which comes closer to Callimachus’ hexameter hymns and
Aratus’ Phaenomena and is higher than that of Oppian’s Halieutica3.

Lines Lines lines with:
elided ] elis. 2 elis.  3clis. 4 elis.
Book I 538 168 (31.04%) 1460 20 2 s
Book I 628 231 (36.78%) 193 35 3 1
Book III 525 189 (36.00%) 158 27 4 e
Book IV 453 180 (39.73%) 141 35 4 .
Total 2144 769 638 117 13 ]

As far as the hexameters with a double or a triple elision the
poet of the Cynegetica following Oppiant does not allow the elision

a place rarely found elsewhere for the elided dAAd; the particle 4éé is clided mainly

in the arsis of the fifth foot, a place which is common in Nicander, cf. Beneke
op. cit.,, I1 40, and also once (I 261) in the thesis of the third foot.

1. In Homer the elided vowel of this word is believed to be -¢ not -, ¢f. D.
B. Monro, A Grammar of the Homeric Dialect Oxford (1882), & 270, a view which.
seems to be shared by Oppian; I think that A.W. James, Index in Halieutica
Oppiani Cilicis et in Cynegetica Poetae Apamensis (Hildesheim, 1970), s.v. &t
wrongly considers that the elided conjunction in H. 1. 578 and C. 1. 161 is &7,
cf. Maas, loc. cit. for ére not elided in Greek language.

2. I follow the text of P. Boudreaux, Oppien d° Apamée, La Chasse (Paris,
1908) and I also consulted Mair’s edition in Loeb; it is perhaps worth noting
that the differences between the two editions regarding elision are only a few,
except for some cases of elided 6 and 7’. I give here the list of the elisions which
are adopted by Mair but rejected by Boudreaux: C.1 532 éidoarv0’ (éAvoarov), 534,
uéy’ (pdia), I1 8 adyéy’ (adyéva), 111 67 7 Eumaiw (rdumalw), 398 ©ér’ éurjoare
(tére prjoaro).

3. cf. p. 105 n. 4 above.

4. cf. p. 106 above.
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of both a noun and a verb or an adjective in the same line. We
might observe a high number of elided clasulae in the Cynegetical:
elision before the augment of a verb, with the exception of &, is
usually avoideds;

The vowels which are elided in the Cynegetica correspond to the
Homeric elided vowels, -a, -¢, -t, -0 and they are distributed as
follows in the hexameter:

] ]
A -E»_.-ﬂ:_@'- -& -y -of _-oui  Total
Verbs | 2] 36 5 10 26
Nouwns | 6 | N 6
Adjectives | 3] 1] 2 6
Promouns | 14 23 o L 4 38
Pr(ps_sztlonﬁ._;____,___2_0_[_ I3 N 1 D N 105
Adverbs | 44l m! 6] -l 82
Particies 04 L 583 1 -1 - - 652
Total 1531 6470 62, 43 10l 915

The position of the elided words in the Cynegetica can be seen
in the following table:

E T ) e T A T O T A T
Book | 1| 28 9] 50/ 16} -t 1; 3| 6/ 33| 9] 2] 7; 6i14] 8 -1 -/ 192
Book | 11j 39;17! 75' 29| 5", 5'_3,1_,.§.L_3_9’._1_3;,.3_*§} l.ll.l_?ii,};.-:;f’r,?i’_@
Book | 1| 33[21] 64; 18] 6] 1] 3' 9; 30| 14! -| 9 6 713 ooy 22
Book | Iv| 31118/ 52! 17 3! 4! 5! 3: 31 14 1 a 16‘ 12 3, 3
Total | 1131]65241! 80l 141111191 231133 55 6 30" 1914622 -1 - 915

1. I have found that 45 out of the 117 hexameters with double elision con-

tain eclision in consecutive words, some of them with noticeable stylistic effects of
assonance and alliteration; most of these elided groups are very common in Greek
literature; there are some clausulae modelled on Homeri¢c phrasing, e.g. C. II
466 avtix’ do' (IHlom. ® 378, o 93, etc., A.R. 1656), C. III 101 &' &g &xesr’ (Hom. T
282), etc; furthermore some of them are not found elsewhere in Greek literature,
e.g. C. II 256 r@®d' adrlx’, I 453 wnAdl’ dn’, etc.
The particular type of anaphora of the same word repeated in two conseculive
lines in the hexameter, sometimes in the same sedes, is commonly practiced
also in eclision by the poct of .the Cynegotica e.g. II 264f. & a'd", 5621. eir’, 1II
464f. 6a', IV 14f. marr’, otc..

2. T have found twenty-eight examples of elision before a syllabic, and only
five before a temporal augment? apart from the particles 8¢ (0ddé, 1éds) vs, nove,
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The largest number of elided words oeccurs in the first foot and
at the second short of the third foot; elision in the sixth foot of the
hexameter is not allowed!: the poet of the Cynegetica almost com-
pletely avoids elision at the end of the second foot and at the first
short of the fourth foot?; elision at the caesura (masculine or femi-
nine) or at the bucolic diaeresis is allowed3: elision at both the cac-
sura and the diaeresis of the hexameter is totally avoided, while
there is one example of elision at both caesuraed. }

Lastly we might notice here that elision in arsis covers 35.279,
of the elided words whilst the remaining 64.73 9, occurs in thesis®.

The parts of speech which suffer elision in the Cynegetica are
distributed as follows:

I 1Verbs Nouns: Adject.! Pronouns Praepos. Adverbs Particl. Total
[Book 1] 83l I I 16, 1271 192
Book | Il 6, 1. 2( 10, 32 ”GL 199& 276
Book | I 71 U2 & 17 24y ..165] 224
. |Book ..IVj- 5. 1 ...l . 120 . 28 16 161 223
z B— : = T . : : i
Total | | 26 6~ 6 18 105 82l 652] 915}

The elision of adjectives, nouns and verbs is limited; the poet of
the Cynegetica seems to be closer here Lo Callimachus than to Apol-
lonius and to other Hellenistic epic poets.

and the adverbs pdla, péya, adriza, ‘olupa there is mo other word elided before
an augment in the Cynegetica. L

1. Elision in the sixth foot of the hexameter is severely restricted in epic
poetry, cf. Maas, loc. cit.; the few exceptions are found in the Anthology A.P.
12.73.2° (Call.), cf. Gow-Page, Hellenistic Epigrams, II, 1581., in Theocritus Id.
13.67, 16.107 and scarcely to late epic poets.

2. The six cases which are elided in this place are confined to & I 42, II 60,
119, 368, and to prepositions éz’ I 134 and ué0’ IV 377.

3. Usually it is confined to the particles ’-and =’ but there are also some
examples of elided adverbs and pronouns, while in the masculine caesura we find
a large number of elided verbs, cf. p. 123 below. When the elision at the feminine
caesura occurs in disyllables the elided vowel is -¢ and there is always a mas-
culine caesura which dominates in the hexameter; the poet of the Cynegetica
does not allow trisyllables elided in this place in the hexameter.

4. Cyn. IV 125 elg uéoaros, dowol & &g’ én’ dxpotdroiar »opiuPors, the.clausula

dg’: én’ is .a common Homerio-phrase used always at the beginning of the he-
xameter, B 18, ¥ 125, 293, ¢ 151, w 178, etc. ) :

_ 5. In hexameters with two elisions, in 61 cases one elision occupies the arsis
the other the thesis; in 48 cases both elisions appear in thesis while there are
also.8 cases where both clisions occur in arsis; for the respective case in the
Halieutica, cf. p. 107 above.

¢, 8
v’/
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ELISION OF éé

We might begin our analysis with the ' which is the most com-
mon of the elided words in the Cynegetica, as everywhere in Greek
literature; 45.95% of the elided words in the poem is occupied by 8.

As can be seen in the following table the majority of the elided
0¢ are found in the end of the first foot and in the arsis of the first
and fourth foot?; on the other hand the poet of the Cynegetica
avoids the elision of ¢ in the arsis of the third foot and at the flrst
short of the fourth foot3.

i -!vlp’-uv~vjv -l vl vi -] vl v -| -Total
Book | 1/10] 1] 29 5, -1 1] - 316 7 1_,3.;_43 2! -l - T2
Book | II| 12! 8; 51 14, 1; 3 11-.2.1_9:-_1_5“ 3.2V 61 21 - - - 129
Book | INIj 12 7 390100 -1 1] i 20 7 o 73 20 0 - - 102
Book |1V 22 430 8 2! 3] 3 RETINE -1 519 6.1 -'-i 117
lrotal | !s6l201149! 37 31 8| 4] 7033146 4l17i190131 4| I ] 420

VERBS

Twenty six verbal forms suffer elision in the Cynegetica and
they are distributed as follows in the hexameter:

. v v =S v v - v v - v v - v~--
pépPer’  @épfovt’ i neporédon”  Bapriooer’  tiktovo” reAéBovo” Gpev'
075 V48 164 1100  m39% 1357 1200|469
er ols" O¢dova” nrpraréAdord’ fotar’
N 117 IV 36 1319 1965 153
xesBer’ 00Acsovr’ ovxAivovo’ Embeder’
<M 173 it 110 nss
oo v m 306
I 193 V28 emepner
B &éovo” 1l 427
m 447 V208 ‘3“"";
dupifoavr’
tn 507
pooreigave”
1V 358
pundoar”
1 50

1. Cf. p. 109 n. 1 above.

2. These are the favoured positions of &' in Hellenistic epic poetry and in the
poetry of Theognis and Solon, cf. N. A. Greenberg, The Hexameter in Iliad I,
Theognis and Solon, QUCC, 49 (1985) 67; by contrast the largest number of eli-
ded &’ in Homer occur after the initial syllable in the verse.

3. Similarly &' is avoided jn this places in the hymns of Callimachus and in
Nicander cf. Beneke op. cit, II 387,
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The elided verbs are found more frequently in arsis than in thesis:
eight verbs are elided at the masculine® and one at the feminine
caesura. The elided diphong -at dominates the elision of verbs, and
here the poet of the Cynegetica seems to follow Oppian eliding
-ar usually in the first short of the first and fifth foot?; with the
number of the -« verbs which suffer elision in the Cynegetica it is
instructive to see the increased role of the elimination of the -r épei-
xvotixéy in late epic poetry, cf. Isler, loc. cit. The two participles
which suffer elision in the Cynegetica occur in arsis and the elided
vowel is -a; finally the elided dual paoredoart’ in IV 358 is a rare
exception in the elision of verbs.

NOUNS

The elision of substantives is avoided by the poet of the Cyne-
getica; I have found only six such substantives®, the elided vowel
being always -a: their position in the hexameter is also remarka-
ble: two of these nouns are elided at the masculine caesura (I 271
yeveOX’; 11 414 aif7jo’), one al the feminine caesura (IIT 424 téouar’)
while the remaining three nouns (I 16 djwe’, 215 aonid’, IV 137 ai-
0ép’) are elided at the first short of the fifth foot, a place where the
elision of nouns usually takes place.

ADJECTIVES ‘

The elision of adjectives is usually avoided by the poet of the
Cynegetica; there are only six elided epithets: I 191 dellonddeso’,
307 omixronddesa’, 11 465 yavAiddorr’ elided in the arsis, and II 410
Sfoys’, 111 43, 363 péy’ elided in the thesis of the first foot; the se-
cond of these adjectives is an hapax legomenon, whereas delAlond-
deod’ and yavAwdovr’ apart from' being rare in poetry are not eli-

; s . ; )
1. This frequency of elision of verbs at the masculine caesura is a rare

exception in epic poetry; in the Halieutica only one verb is elided in this place
in the hexameter, cf. p. 110 above; I have found five such elisions in Apollonius,
1269, 562 (the triple elision of this line creates a noticeable stylistic effect, nn-
ddAC dupiéneox’, Gpp’) 827,11 763, 1108, two in Aralus, Phaen. 284, 1113, one in
Callimachus’ hymns VI 65, none in Nicander and Moschus while it is frequent in
Theocritus, /d. 2. 137, 8. 13, 18.21, 25. 38, 89, etc,

2. cf. p. 110, above.

3. In the Halieutica twenty nouns, 3.11% suffer elision (I take no account of
elided 8¢), in Apollonius Rhodius the respective percentage is 7. 85%, in Nican-
der 7.80%, in Theocritus 5.31%, in Aratus 5.07%; the Cynegetica seem to be clo-
ser to Callimachus’ hymns (only seven nouns in 250 elisions).
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ded elsewhere; elision of -¢ in the vocative singular in adjectives
is also restricted in epic poetry!; thus the poet of the Cynegetica
has chosen some rare and noticeable adjectives to practice elision
on.

PRONOUNS

The elision of pronouns is very common in the Cynegetica, com-
pared with other Hellenistic epic poems?; the elided pronouns are
found as follows in the hexameter:

= v v - v v . v u - v v - v v — -
ar oy' oy névr'  165° oonv' aévt’ T00T" névi® ro68° Gy
1 2 1 2 2 1 1 1 4 1 2
809" 166’ 2 nv' oo’
1 1 1 1 3
névr® 10146’ 160’
1 1 1

The elided pronouns occur usually in thesis?; the only pronoun
which is always elided in the same place in the hexameter is o,
(after the second short of the third foot); &%’ is the most frequent
pronoun uscd in elision by the poet of the Cynegetica, elided in the
thesis of the first or fifth foot!; there is no elision at the masculine
caesura while the two examples of elision at the feminine caesura
IV 228 ofire’, II 171 7o' echoes the Halieutica, where the form
zvv’ is elided frequently in this place, cf. p.113 above. The elision of
personal pronouns is completely avoided.

1. In the Argonauntica of Apollonius only the form eyérdis IV 445 is elided,
cf. p. 113 n. 3; in Nicander, we have in Ther. 3 the vocative @/2’; this type of
elision does not occur in Callimachus’ hymns and in Aratus, whereas we have
some such forms in Theocritus, e.g. Id. 2. 164, 15.80 advw’, 14.8 dyald’, 22.62 bai-
uéve’, etc. The adjective &Bpiuog is elided in vocative elsewhere only once in Homer,
T 408 &fou” "AyiAAed.

2. Thirty-eight pronouns of the elided words in the poem, which corresponds
to 7.71 %, cf. p. 113, n. & above.

3. The only exceptions are the adjectival pronoun sdvr’ elided also in the
arsis of the second (twice) and of the fifth (thrice) foot and the relative pronoun
fite and 600e elidod in the arsis of the first foot.

4. It is found twice in the phrase &g 6y°, and eleven times in the phrase adrde
8y’, both phrases were first used in poetry by Hellenistic epic poets and they are
usually elided in these places in the hexameter; tho unstable character of the
pronouns fye and 6als doos not allow reliable conclusions.
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PREPOSITIONS
Elided prepositions are used extensively in the poem! and they
are distributed as follows in the four books of the Cynegetica:

'
<
c

1

) [94 v -v (] - (] v - v v - -
an’ | due’ xdr’ Gu'  dup' én"  én dppt K o

1 4 1 ! 1 11 1 1 1
&n v’ pEY on" gpr

8 1 1 2 5

on’ an’ (ép?)
4 7 1

(69°) (dp’) , her”

(Gg’)

It seems that the poet of the Cynegetica completely avoids the
elision of prepositions in tmesis and in anastrophe but he freque-
-ntly allows the elision of a preposition between a noun and its adje-
ctive?; among the prepositions used in the Cynegetica dvri is the
only one not elided, ¢f. p. 115, n. 2 above; all the prepositions are
elided in thesis, with the exception of dugi elided in the arsis of the
second (I 368), fourth (II 163) and fifth foot (III 426); the most fre-
quent place for elision of a preposition in the Cynegetica is at the
second short of the first or third foot.

1. I have counted 105 elided prepositions in the Cynegetica i.e. 21.01% of
the elided words in the poem (without counting ¢’); this proportion is closer to
Nicander and Callimachus’ hymns,. ef. p. 115, n. 1 above.

2. See for example I 44, 374, 495, IT 198, III 125, 306, IV 162, 443, etc.
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Elision of a preposition at the feminine caesura, at the buco-
lic diaeresis and at the first short of the third foot is restricted in
the Cynegetica as in the rest of Hellenistic and late epic poetry.

ADVERBS

Eighty two elisions of adverbs occur in the Cynegetica, i.e.
16.56%! of the elided words in the poem and their position in the
hexameter can be seen in the table on p. 127.

The elided vowel is usualy -a (44 cases), and less frequently -e
(32 cases) or -t (6 cases); the adverbs which suffer elision in the
Cynegetica have the form of a dactyl -v v, trochaeus -v, or v v
their position in the hexameter is usually in the thesis of the first
or fifth foot, the usual places for elided adverbs in the hexameter.

Elision at the masculine caesura and at the bucolic diaeresis is
restricted, while there are few examples of elided adverbs at the fe-

minine caesura. Elision of an adverb before the augment of a verb
is allowed?.

PARTICLES

Finally, the position of the elided particles in the Cynegetica
can be seen in the table on p. 128. The elided vowel is -a (64 cases)
or -¢ (168 cases); as far as their position in the hexameter is concerned
we might notice a large number of elided particles at the second short
of the third foot, a place where elision of particles is usually avoided in
the hexameter. Elision at the masculine or feminine caesura, apart from
7’, is restricted®. With the exception of ¢24¢ and dndre, elided always
in thearsis and at the second short of the first foot respectively (ex-
ceptdAd’ in 11 50), particles with the form of a dactyl or spondee are

1. The corresponding percentage in the Halieutica is 12.82%, in Apollonius
Rhodius 16.56%, in Callimachus’ hymns 15.93%, in Theocritus 9.92%, in Mos-
chus 6.33%, in Aratus 11.58%, in Nicander’s Theriaca 3.94% and Alexipharma-
ca 9.32%. . . .

2. We also have three examples of the adverb é&rer’ II 364, III 101, [V 205
elided in the arsis of the second foot.

3. I have found six such cases I 198, 262, 520, 11 128, [II 419, 447, <f. and p.
116 above.

4. There age only two exceptions of particles clided at the feminine caesu-
ra 1 135 60° and IV 125 dg'.
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usually found in the arsis, while with the form vv are always
found in the thesis. T

Elided monosyllable partlcles, with the exceptlon of 62 and 7«
are not commonly found in the text of the Cynegetica.

- v- o - v v - v v -p v - v v~
ard’ as '
"’ 8 4 1 1 2 1 2 1
y 1 1
eir’ 2
né* 3 2 3 1 2
K’ 1 )
unb’ 3 a
danér’ 2 | 1
{Gndr’) 7
or' 3 1 . 4 1
{69°) 1 1
o8’ 12 2 2 1 3 4
olr’ 1 2
nor’ 1 2
no8’ { 1
P 4 1
r 2 10 29 12 1 2 4 ¢ 52 4 1 2
() 4 2 o T 1 2

tolt’ . ' r
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