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THE PR 0TO PA PA S LAURENTIOS DALEPH A NTO S,
A SCRIBE IN 16th CENTURY FA M AG USTA  

(With 2 Plates)

Dedicated to Famagusta

The Greek manuscript, Milan, Biblioteca Nazionale Brera A D . XI 47, 
an interesting ecclesiastical Taktikon or ritual ordinance from Cyprus copied 
in August 1573 differs greatly from the Liber Pontificalis of Habert (Paris, 
1643), the Ε ύχολόγιον  of Goar (Paris, 1647) and the other known ceremonial 
Typika of the Orthodox church1. The MS became known through a detailed 
codicological description made in 1893 by E. Martini, director at that time 
of the Biblioteca Nazionale di Brera: . A few years later Spyridon Lambros 
included two notes from this codex (nos. 210, 211) in his collection of 
έ ν θ υ μ ή σ ε ις The prosopographical notes of this MS concerning the scribe 
Laurentios Dalephantos transcribed by Martini for Lambros in April 1895 
were published by the latter in a posthumous note almost thirty years later4. 
In the meantime Sophronios Eustratiades printed in 1917 the first text o f this 
codex, i.e. «τάξϊς γινομένη έπ ΐ χειροτονία  έπϊσκοπ(ών) έν  τή νΐσσω  
κΰπρ(ω)» (ff. Γ-18Γ)5. Unfortunately, Eustratiades corrected silently the text

!. See Isaac Habert, 'Α ρχιερατικόν, L iber Pontificalis Eccfcsiae G raccac, Latina in terpreta tio-  
ne, nods ac obsevationibus i/lustratus. Paris. 1643; J. G oar, Ε ύ χ ο λ ό γ ιο ν  sive  R itualc G ra cco ru m ..., 
Paris, 1647 (2nd cd. V enicc, 1730).

2. E. Martini, Catalogo d i m anoscritti G rcci cs isten ti nclle B ib lio tecbe Italianc, vol. I, Milan, 
1893, pp. 2-5. On this MS see  also J. Darrouzes, ‘Autres manuscrits orginaircs dc C hyprc’, R E B  
15 (1957), 150-51; idem , ‘Textcs synodaux Chypriotcs*. R E B  37 (1979), 15.

3. S. P. Lambros, ‘Ε νθυμ ήσ εω ν ήτοι χρονικώ ν σημειωμάτων σ υ λλογή  πρώτη’, Ν Ε  7 (1910), 
178 (N os 210-211).

4. Idem , ‘Σημείωμα Δαλεφάντου ίερέως', ib id ., 18 (1924), 306; cf. J. D arrouzes, ‘A utres 
manuscrits or ig in a tes  dc Chyprc’, R E B  15 (1957), 150-51; C. P. Kyrris, 'Ιστορία τής Μ έσ η ς  
Έ κπαιδεύσεως Ά μ μ οχώ σ του  1191-1955, N icosia, 1967, p. 9.

5. S. Eustratiades, «Τάξις γινομένη  έπΐ χειροτονιψ Ε π ισ κ όπ ω ν έν  τή νήσω  Κύπρο», in Γ ρ η γό - 
ριος  ό Π αλαμάς  I (1917), 483-490. According to Eustratiades (p. 483) this ancient Taktikon  differs 
from the published Euchologia  and probably retained the ritual ordinance o f  the early Church. H e  
points out, however, that the Church o f Cyprus follow ed at his time the typ ikon  o f  the other 
Orthodox Churches.
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of this important ritual ordinance and thus his edition lost linguistically most 
of the idiomatic Cypriot character of the original. It seems that the text 
represents the way Cypriot bishops were ordained and consecrated in the 
sixteenth century described by an eyewitness and church official of the metro
polis of Famagusta. In his edition Eustratiades also printed carelessly the 
prosopographical notes of folios 145v-146r '.

In this paper we will examine briefly the script, studied in microfilm, 
and publish the colophon and all the notes of the curriculum vitae of the 
scribe Laurentios Dalephantos.

A: Palaeography
Though we know nothing about Laurentios Dalephantos’ education we 

can assume from the MS he copied and his colophon that he may have been 
given instruction in the hiera grammata or elementary education, perhaps in 
a Greek school in the wealthy city of Famagusta, whose Church he evidently 
served a few years la ter. His text is not free from spelling and other mis
takes. In this medium size book (dimensions 194 X 140 mm., ff. 146) Lauren-

1. Eustratiades, op. c it.,  p. 490. In an earlier article ( ‘Δύο χειρόγραφα Καϊμακλΐου Κύπρου’. 

D O D O N E  14. 1 (1985). 139-150. plates 11-14). we gave a list o f the Cypriot Taktika  or Euchologia  
(p. 14<). n. 3). It is appropriate to improve the list o f  these MSS here: 1) Paris. Gr. 402 (14th 
cent.): 2) Codex o f  the M etropolis o f Kition 1 (14th-15th cent.); 3) N icosia. Collection o f the 
Archbishop N o 67 ( ] 4 th -15th cent.); 4) N icosia. Collection o f the Archbishop N o 90 (15th cent.); 
5) A th os, Laura. Θ  91 (A .D . 1536); 6) Karditsa, Monaster)' o f Korone 8 (olim  5) (A .D . 1563); 
7) M ilan. Biblioteca N ationale Brera A D . XI 47 (A .D . 1573): 8) Vatic. Barber. Gr. 390 (ca. 
1575/76 A .D .);  9) Sinait. Gr. 989 (16th cent.): 10) Collection of the Istorike and E thnologike 
Etaireia  in A thens. N o 259 (16th cent.); 11) A thos. Dionysiou 489 (16th cent.): 12) Oxon. Lincoln 
C ollege Gr. 19 (16th cent.): 13) Alexandria. Patriarchate 24 (A .D . 1642): 14) A thos. Pantokrator. 
82 (A .D . 1685); 15) M onastery o f St. N eophytos N o 9 (17th cent.); 16) Kaimakli. Private Collec
tion o f  Chr. Papadopoulos (17th cent.): 17) Private collection o f C. P. Kyrris (17th cent.); 18) 
Private Collection o f  A nthim os Panaretos (A .D . 1785). See Ch. J. Papaioannou. Τακτικόν ήτοι 
ά ρ χ ιερ α τ ικ ό ν  ε ύ χ ο λ ό γ ιο ν  τής έπ ισκ οπ ή ς Κ αρπασέω ν καί Ά μ μοχώ στου. Lamaca. 1915; Giovanni 
Card, Mercati. ‘Un eucologio Ciprio che si cercava', Traditio  7 (1949-51). 223-232; J. Darrouzes. 
'Textes svnodaux Chypriotes'. R E B  37 (1979). 5-122; Th. Papadopoullos. "Κυπριακόν εύχολόγιον  
τοΰ έτους 1785'. Κ υ π ρ ια κ ο ί Σ πουδαί 43 (1979). 177. with a very useful introduction (pp. 1-38); C. 
N. C onstantinides. C atalogue o f  M anuscript Exhibitions (First International Symposium on M edi
aeval Cypriot Palaeography). N icosia. 1984. N o IX. p. 6 and plate IX (=  f. 5r).

2. For the content and teaching o f  the hiera gram m ata  in the Byzantine world see Ph. 
K oukoules, Βι>ζα\τινών β ίο ς  καί πολιτισμός, vol. I, A thens. 1948, pp. 35-105; G. Buckler, ‘Byzan
tine Education", in N .H . Baynes- H .St. L.B. M oss, By'zantium. Oxford, 1948, pp. 203-204; P. 
Lem erle. L e p re m ie r  hum anism e byzantin. N otes e t rem arques sur T enseignem ent e t culture a 
B yzan ce des origins au X c siecle  (B ibliotheque Byzantine, etudes 6), Paris, 1971, pp. 99-100; C .N . 
C onstantinides. H igh er E ducation in B yzantium  in the Thirteenth and Early Fourteenth Centuries 
(1204-ca. 1310). N icosia, 1982. p. 1. For the flourishing of Latin learning but also the teaching of  
G reek in Famagusta at that period see C. P. Kyrris, Ισ το ρ ία  τής Μ έσης Έ κπαιδεύσεως Ά μ μ οχώ 
στου, op . c it., pp. 17-20.



Laurentios writes 20 lines to the page, 25-30 letters per line. He very often 
uses the diaeresis above the upsilon (ϋ) and the iota  (ϊ). On folio V  (see 
plate I) we can observe some peculiar letter forms like the xis ( ) ,  the 
enlarged betas ( £ ) ,  and upsilon {'*>*/’ ) and the letters with diagonal tails, 
i.e. rhos (£ ^ ) ,  phis and chis (Jc ). Also the very consevative double 
lambdas ) and the high standing gammas (Γ) and taus (T). Quite often 
the scribe abbreviates the endings of the words. The fact that Laurentios is 
not persistent in orthography makes these abbreviations sometimes confusing.

Although Laurentios is not a professional scribe his script is clear and 
readable. There is no doubt that he copied the book for his own use and 
this may have been connected with his office of protopapas  in the metropolis 
of Famagusta1.

B: The Subscription and the Prosopographical N otes
On folio 136r the scribe wrote the following subscription:
Θεέ μου ύπεράγαθε:- 
σκέπετον έν ειρήνη:- 
και σν παρθ(έ)ν(ε) δέσποινα:- 
φήλαττον έν ήγία:-

Έγραντην, τώ παρόν βηβλΐον, \ ύπο έμον άνωθ(εν) προηρημένον, λαυ\ρεν- 
τΐον δαλΐφαντον' πρωτόπαη(α) κα\θοληκ(ής) πόλεος άμμοχούστ(ου) τόν ρω
μαίω ν), | έν τή νΰσσω κΰπρο■ ήστάσ’ ϊβ~ ανγ(ου)στ(ου) \ μηνόσ, ήστάσ, άφ, 
ό γης, χ(ριστο)υ, ή | έτελήόσα αυτόν1.-

It is noteworthy that a scribe of such a limited education composed two 
decapentasyllabic verses just before the colophon, i.e.:

1. On the officc of protopapas  in Cyprus see C. N. C onstantinides, ‘C ypro-E phesena', in 
Πρακτικά Συμποσίου Κ υπριακής Ισ το ρ ία ς  (N icosia, 2-3 May, 1983), loannina, 1984, pp. 50-51, 
notes 39-42, with further references.

2. Ed. also by Martini, Catalogo di m anoscritti, o p . c i t p. 3. In the subscription we arc told  
that Laurentios Dalcphantos was pro topapas  o f the Orthodox m etropolis o f Famagusta in 1573. 
The Archimandrite Kyprianos in his history o f  Cyprus speaks of the new ecclesiastical order 
established in Cyprus soon after the Ottoman conquest o f  the island. So we are informed o f the 
Orthodox Archbishop residing in Nicosia and the other three Orthodox bishops o f Paphos, o f  
Kition and Limassol and finally of Famagusta. A Cretan priest serving in the church of St. Sym eon  
was elected as bishop of Famagusta in 1571/72. His name is not known but it seem s certain that 
Laurentios was in his service in the metropolis of his city in 1573. See Archim andrite Kyprianos, 
Ισ τορ ία  χρ ο νο λο γικ ή  τής νήσου Κύπρου, V enice, 1788 (repr. N icosia, 1971), pp. 306-307; Ph. 
Georgiou, Ε ιδήσεις ιστορικοί περί τής Ε κ κ λη σ ία ς  Κύπρου, A thens, 1875 (rcpr. N icosia, 1975), 
pp. 71-72; J. Hackett, A  H istory o f  the O rth odox Church o f  C yprus, London, 1901, G reek transl. 
by Ch. Papaioannou, vol. II, p. 90; Sir G eorge Hill, A  H istory o f  C ypru s , vol. IV , Cambridge, 
1952, pp. 312 ff.; C. P. Kyrris, Ισ το ρ ία  τής Μ έσ ης Έ κπαιδενσεω ς 'Α μμοχώ στου, op . c it., pp. 
8-9; idem , ‘Ή  Ε λ λ η νικ ή  έπισκοπή ’Αμμοχώστου έπί Λατινοκρατίας', in A k te n  dcs X I. Interm itio- 
nalcn hyzantinistcnkongrcsses, Munchen 1958, M unich, I960, p. 288.
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«Θεέ μου υπεράγαθε, σκέπε τον έν ειρήνη, 
καί σύ παρθένε δέσποινα, φύλαττον έν ύγεία».

The poem seems to be a prayer of the scribe and was written soon after the 
volume was completed on 12 August 1573. In fact the subscription was 
written by the protopapas  Laurentios Dali(e)phantos at the end of the ritual 
texts he had collected in his personal volume. This is the point where the 
text «τάξις γινομένη έπΐ τελεύτήσαντα άρχιέρέα· καί ίέρέα» is completed 
(i.e. ff. 85r-135v).

The scribe gives us further information about himself at the end of this 
volume on ff. 145v-146v.
[f. 145v] : τό παρ(ών) β η β λ ΐο ν  έναι έμου πάπα \ λα ύρεντΐον δαλέφαντον καί
πρώτο ϊερευσ \ μ(η)τρω(πόλεως) άμμοχ(ω)στ(ον), των κϋπ(ρου) νϋσσου. καί
μεγασ  | πρώτο οϋγγελοσ, τήσ μ(ε)γ(ά)λ(ης) έκκλϊσι(ας):-
After a simple ornament there are the following personal notes:
την σήμ(ε)ρ(ον) ήστάσ  | for | νοευρϊου μηνόσ, αω φ ω πδω. | κάμνο, άθήμϊσ(ιν)
έγώ πρώτοπαπ(άς). \ λαύρέντϊοσ δάλέφαντοσ, δϊά τά χρώνϊά, \ τά έχο θ(εο)ΰ
βοηθοΰντοσ. καί πρώτον: \
ήστάσ \ άφ ω κθ \ ϊα | νόευριον μηνόσ, έωρτή | του άγ(ίου) μϊνά. βϊκτορ(ος) 
καί βϊκεντϊου. έ |γένησέ μαι. ημητέρα μοϋ. όνόματη, ανέζα,:+\ 
ήστάσ \ q-φμζ' |ιστ· | μηνόσ, μαρτ(ίου) έ  | πόθανεν, ή μητέρα μου. καί άφησέ 
μαι. | χρων(ών), \ ϊη | έζησεν ο πατεράσ μου, \ όνοματή, πέτροσ, δαλέφαντοσ  
μ ήνασ  | εναία, και επόθανεν: ||
[f. 146Γ: έπανδρευτήκα, ήστάσ  | άφω. νβ. χ(ριστο)ΰ· ημ(έ)ρ(α). τήσ χ(ριστο)ϋ  
ά ναστάσ(εως):+ \
ήστάσ  | άφ .νηω, ήστάσ, γ η€ μαϊου τήσ  | άγΐασ μαΰράσ. έγήνα. ϊερευσ. +  | 
ήστάσ \ άφώ, ξ |. ήστϊν α~ μαρτ(ίου)' έγηνα  | πρώτονότάριος. +  | 
ήστάσ \ αφω ξστ \ έγηνά πρωτόϊερευσ  | μ(ητ)ρώπόλε(ως), αμοχουστ(ου)'. 
ήστάσ \ άΦό, έπαρθην ή κΰπρος, \ έστάθηκα ήσ πόλοΰσ τόποΰσ' όμόσ. \ διά
ολέσ. | ϊα | μηνόσ, νοευρϊου \ άώφ ω, πδώ, εύρήσκομ(αι), | ετών,, νέ + .+ .

I. This is a clear indication that the Orthodox metropolis o f  Famagusta was flourishing in 1556 
since Laurentios was ordained prdth iereu s  o f this metropolis at that year. The Orthodox metropolis 
o f Famagusta was to decline rapidly after the Turkish conquest and som e forty years later it seem s 
to have been replaced by the metropolis- o f Kyrenia and its diocese came under the jurisdiction of 
the Archbishop o f  Cyprus. See also G eorgiou, Ε ιδήσεις ίστορικαί. op. d t . .  p. 72. The latter 
ecclesiastical division o f Cyprus lasted until the early 1970's when two more bishoprics were 
created, those o f Morphou and Solea and that o f Limassol.
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I. Codex Milan, Biblioteca Nazionale Brera AD. XI 47, f. Γ.
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In a transcription of f. 146v of 1895 E. Martini adds the following
summary made by the scribe to these notes.
+ ης συνάψει, γραφο διά ένθημί(σιν)\
αωφω νβ έπάντρευτηκα.-\
αωφ ω νστ έγινα ϊερευς.-1
αωφ “' ξ"' έγινα α νοτάριοσ.-\
α0,φ ω ξεω έγϊνα α ϊερευσ  |
αωφ ω ο έγινα χηροσ .-'.

From these notes we can establish the curriculum vitae of Laurentios
Dalephantos. He was born in November 1529 being the son of Aneza and
Peter Dalephantos. He seems to have been affiliated with his mother since 
she appears first in his notes and he recalls her death on 16 March 1547. 
Laurentios goes on to tell us that his mother left him only eighteen. It is at 
this point that he speaks about his father, Peter Dalephantos, who died nine 
months after his wife, i.e. in December 1547. Five years later at the age of 
twenty-three Laurentios got married on the Easter Sunday of 1552, i.e. on 
17 April2. Unfortunately, he does not give any details about his wife, her 
name and family but it appears that she died in 1570 as we can deduce from 
the summary of the events of his life which he gives at the end of his note, 
i.e. αωφ ωο έγινα χήροσ. Nor do we know if she produced him any children. 
His silence on this issue, however, indicates that this was unlikely3.

On 3 May 1558 Laurentios was ordained priest and two years later, on
1 March 1560, he was promoted to protonotarios. In 1566 he became the 
prothiereus of the metropolis of Famagusta.

He recalls the capture of Cyprus by the Turks in 1570 since this event 
resulted in his wanderings from place to place. Nevertheless, he retained his 
post of prothiereus and acquired also that of protosynkellos and on his fifty 
-fifth birthday, on 11 November 1584, Laurentios spared some of his time to

1. This note docs not appear in my microfilm. There arc two chronological differences in the 
summary list from the previous notes of Laurentios. Thus, he appears in his summary list to have 
becom e priest in 1556, two years earlier than in the first list. He also claim s to have becom e  
prothiereus  in 1565 and not in 1566 as he reported in his main list.

2. Cf. D .H . Lietzm ann-D.K. Aland, Zeitrechnung der  rom ischen K aiserzeit d es  M itlcla lters  
und der N euzeit fur die Jahre 1-2000 nach Cbristus (Sammlung G oschen, 1085), Berlin, 1956, p. 61.

3. A certain Peter, son of the priest Laurentios, com ing from A m m ochostos is am ong the 
accusers of the simoniac Archbishop of Cyprus A thanasios, dethroned by the O ecum enical patri
arch Matthew II in June 1600. Whether this Peter is the son of our Laurentios we cannot tell. It 
might be a mere coincidence that the above m entioned Peter bears the sam e name with Laurentios’ 
father who died in 1547; see Ph. G eorgiou, ΕΙδήσεις Ιστορικοί περί τής "Εκκλησίας Κ ύπρου, 
A thens, 1875 (rcpr. Nicosia, 1975), p. 82; K. D elikancs, Π ατριαρχικά  "Ε γγραφ α, II, C onstantino
ple, 1904, pp. 546-50; L. Philippou, Ή  Ε κ κ λη σ ία  Κ ύπρου έπϊ Τουρκοκρατίας, N icosia, 1975. Dp. 
45-48.
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recall and write in his personal Taktikon the main events of his life. We 
cannot follow further Laurentios’ life and career. This protopapas of Fama
gusta, however, is one of those Orthodox ecclesiastical officials who survived 
and stayed in his island in the difficult years of the fierce transition of power 
from the Venetians to the Turks. He suffered together with his fellow citizens 
but when the dust settled down he found the time and the courage to copy 
this codex two years after the fatal events of the capture of Famagusta by 
the Ottomans in August 15711.

1. For the sufferings o f  the people o f Famagusta after the city was surrended to the Turks on 
1st August 1571 see  Kyprianos, op. cit., pp. 305-306, esp. p. 306: « o i 'Α ρχιερείς  τόσ ον 'Ρωμαίοι, 
ό σ ο ν  και Λ α τίνο ι, Η γο ύ μ εν ο ι καί έκ κ λη σ ια τικ ο ΐ προεστώται, ά λλο ι μ έν  καί ο ί περισσότεροι 
έθανατώ θησαν, καί ά λ λο ι άπόθαναν, ά λ λο ι δέ έσκλαβώ θησαν ... και τά Μ οναστήρια  κατερημώθη- 
σαν, έδ ια γουμ ίσθ η σ α ν, και έσκλαβώ θησαν, o i δέ Κ α λό γερ ο ι δσοι έδυνήθησαν νά φ ύγουν ά λλα ξα ν  

σ χή μ α  και ένδυμα, καί ά λ λο ι ε ις  τά όρη κεκρυμένοι». On the efforts o f the Turks towards 
rapprochement with the Greek Orthodox shortly after the capture o f Cyprus in 1570/71 see C. P. 
Kyrris, ‘Sym biotic elem ents in the history o f the two com m unities o f Cyprus', Κ υπριακός Λ ό γο ς  
8 (1976), 248-53; Sir G eorge H ill, A  H istory o f  Cyprus, op. cit.. pp. 1, 21, 23. Though by an order 
o f 1573/74 all Christians were turned out o f the city o f Famagusta and settled in the new suburb 
o f V arosha, (cf. H ill, op. cit., pp. 21, 23-24), there is evidence that Christians continued for som e 
time to run shops and perhaps to live within the city itself. For another scribe. George Koiphiates, 
a perfumer residing in Famagusta, copied a volum e in 1574 to while away his time, the present 
Paris. Gr. 947; see J. Darrouzes, 'N otes pour servir a Γ histoire de Chypre (QuatrieiriC A rticle)’, 
Κ υ π ρ ια κ ο ί Σπουδαι 23 (1959), 36-38; idem , ‘Les manuscrits originaires de Chypre a la Bibliotheqise 
N ationale de Paris', R E B  8 (1950), 182.



Π Ε Ρ Ι Λ Η Ψ Η

Ο ΠΡΩΤΟΠΑΠΑΣ ΛΑΥΡΕΝΤΙΟΣ ΔΑΛΕΦΑΝΤΟΣ,
ΕΝΑΣ ΓΡΑΦΕΑΣ ΤΟΥ 16ου ΑΙΩΝΑ ΣΤΗΝ ΑΜΜΟΧΩΣΤΟ

του
Κώστα Ν. Κωνσταντινι'δη

Ο πρωτοπαπάς της μητροπόλεως Αμμοχώστου Λαυρέντιος Δαλέφαντος 
έγραψε τον κώδικα του Μιλάνου Biblioteca Brera A D . XI 47 τον Αύγουστο 
του 1573, δύο χρόνια ακριβώς μετά την άλωση της πόλης του από τους 
Τούρκους. Πρόκειται για ένα εκκλησιαστικό Τακτικό με αρκετές ιδιαιτερό
τητες και διαφορές από τα εκδομένα Ευχολόγια και τα άλλα σχετικά έργα. 
Ο Λαυρέντιος δεν είχε ιδιαίτερη παιδεία κι ούτε ήταν επαγγελματίας γρα- 
φέας και έγραψε τον κώδικα αυτό για δική του χρήση. Το ενδιαφέρον 
κείμενό του για την εκλογή και χειροτονία επισκόπων στην Κύπρο εκπρο
σωπεί, ίσως, τις δικές του εμπειρίες ως πρωτοπαπά της μητροπόλεως Αμμο
χώστου.

Ο κώδικας όμως παρουσιάζει κι ένα άλλο ενδιαφέρον. Περιέχει μια 
σειρά βιογραφικών σημειωμάτων του γραφέα του, τα οποία και εκδίδουμε 
στο άρθρο αυτό. Από τα σημειώματα αυτά μαθαίνουμε για τη σταδιοδρομία 
του και τα διαδοχικά αξιώματα που κατέλαβε στη μητρόπολη Αμμοχώστου. 
Ακόμη μας πληροφορεί για την κατάκτηση της Κύπρου από τους Τούρκους, 
που είχε ως επακόλουθο προσωπικές του περιπέτειες και περιπλανήσεις. 
Κατάφερε όμως να επανέλθει στη θέση του στη μητρόπολη Αμμοχώστου το 
1573. Έντεκα χρόνια αργότερα, κατέχοντας τα αξιώματα του πρωθιερέως 
και του πρωτοσυγκέλλου της μητροπόλεως αυτής, τη μέρα των πεντηκοστών 
πέμπτων γενεθλίων του (i.e. 11 Νοεμβρίου 1584), κατέγραψε στα τελευταία 
λευκά φύλλα του προσωπικού του κώδικα τα ενδιαφέροντα αυτά σημειώματα 
που αποτελούν ένα curriculum vitae του πρωτοπαπά Λαυρέντιου Δαλέφαντου.


